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Archdiocese of Liverpool Justice & Peace Commission
Diocese of Shrewsbury Commission for the Promotion of Justice, Peace & Social Responsibility

FORGOTTEN PEOPLE, FORGOTTEN PLACES:
Being Church on the Margins
41st Annual National Justice & Peace Conference
organised in partnership with Church Action on Poverty

26-28 July 2019*at The Hayes Conference Centre, Swanwick, Derbyshire.
Pope Francis calls us to be “a Church which is poor and for the poor”. To be with those on the margins as
equal partners, enabling them to find their own solutions to the issues they face. Join us in 2019 to explore
mission, theological reflection and social action with people who have been pushed to the margins of society
by poverty. How can we build churches that...
are interested in building the kingdom, not growing the church?
listen to voices from the margins?
expect to be challenged and changed by our neighbours?
put an emphasis on sharing food and hospitality?
are hungry and thirsty for justice?
Speakers: Revd Deirdre Brower Latz has worked as a pastor in urban/marginalised communities in Bristol
and Manchester, and lectures at the Nazarene Theological College in Manchester.
Professor Anthony Reddie is the leading scholar in the practice of Black theology in grassroots communities
of faithful practice.
Conference Chair:

John Battle, former Labour MP, Chair of Leeds Justice & Peace Commission

There will be workshops from a range of organisations and speakers, all looking creatively at how our
churches can be more open to people on the margins.
Children and young people are a vital part of the NJPN conference. There will be a crèche for children under
5 and a programme of activities for 5–11-year olds. 12–18-year-olds will explore the conference theme in an
active and thought-provoking weekend.
People of all ages and backgrounds are welcome and encouraged to attend conference. Our rates for children and people on low incomes are subsidised. We count on the generous donations of those who can afford a little extra to make that possible. Meals at NJPN conferences incorporate some LOAF principles
(Locally sourced, Organically produced, Animal-friendly, Fairly traded). A meat option will be offered at the
Saturday evening meal, but all other meals will be vegetarian.
More details and booking form from www.justice-and-peace.org.uk/conference and
www.church-poverty.org.uk/forgotten
*NB This is a change of date from the one announced at last year’s conference and on the early leaflets.

A BIG THANKYOU TO ANN KELLY

who has been NJPN Administrator for the past 11 years and retired in
February. As well as her role in coordinating the Swanwick Conferences every year, she has arranged meetings, networked with members and partner organisations and provided very regular E-bulletins of J & P information to keep us up to date and give us practical achievable actions.
WELCOME TO GEOFF THOMPSON who is taking over from Ann. Geoff is an active member of St Wilfred’s,
the Jesuit parish in Preston which has an active Faith and Justice group for which Geoff acts as the CAFOD
link. He is a member of the Lay Community of St Benedict for whom he works for a few hours each week doing finance and taking bookings. He has a passion for Palestine and in recent years has joined the JAI (Joint
Advocacy Initiative) olive picking programme in Bethlehem in October. He also assists with the Metanoia Project’s homeless drop-in at his church.
As there has been a reduction in hours Geoff works for NJPN there will be an interruption to providing the EBulletins. It is hoped that ways will be found to provide these at least on a monthly basis in the future.
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LIVERPOOL ARCHDIOCESE 39th ROMERO MASS

MARCH 24th

The first Romero Mass after the canonisation of Oscar Romero last October will be the 11 am
Mass at St John’s as part of their 200th anniversary celebrations.
St John’s, 13 Powell St, Wigan WN1 1XL
See page 9 for details of the Romero Trust Pilgrimage to El Salvador Page 11 for El Salvador today
PLEASE REMEMBER US THIS EASTER
Steve Atherton writes:
It’s now ten years since we began distributing lists of addresses for parishes in the Holy Land so that people
here could show solidarity with our Christian brothers and sisters by sending cards at Christmas. At first, we
sent cards directly to parishes but there would be a trickle of cards returned, marked as ‘address unknown’,
as late as the middle of summer. Then we discovered a contact in the Latin Patriarch’s office in Jerusalem
who offered to act as a post box and ensure that cards were taken directly to the parishes. When we
checked that it was worth doing, our new friends at the Latin Patriarchate’s office asked if we’d also send
cards at Easter.
Over the years we’ve added slight variations to the scheme so that the list of addresses now differentiates
between parishes in Israel and parishes in the West Bank and Gaza. Three years ago, we added lists of
schools. This year we included lists of parishes in Jordan, where there are many refugee camps.
Despite the cooperation of the Patriarchate’s office, there remains a problem over the attitude of Israeli
postal service e.g. one package to a parish in Israel, posted in Liverpool on 3 rd December 2018, didn’t arrive
until 3rd January 2019, which is better than the card sent directly to the parish in Gaza in December 2017 that
arrived in September 2018. When I checked whether we should replace cards with emails, their parish priest
sent the following reply:
Dear Steve,
Thank you for your concerning about the situation here. Believe me it is really difficult situation.
About the Christmas card I must to confess to you that it is a personal joy for me and for my parish to receive
every year your cards, at least if they are arriving later but it is a joy to know that many people are concerning
about our situation. So I advise, if it is possible, to continue to send the cards and not email.
But really if it is possible.
God bless you and your family.
Fr. Mário da Silva, IVE , Holy Family, Gaza.
The lists of addresses and instructions for the process for this Easter are available on the Liverpool archdiocese website www.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk or for a hard copy contact the Liverpool J & P office.
Editor: Prayerfully preparing and sending cards seems an excellent Lent activity for both individuals and
groups. Read more about Israel and Palestine on pages 10 & 11
*******************************
FORGOTTEN PEOPLE AND FORGOTTEN PLACES is also the theme of Vocation for Justice
Spring 2019. There is information on ‘Amazonia: New Paths for the Church and for an Integral Ecology ‘, the Special Assembly of the Synod of Bishops which will take place in Rome
in October 2019
If you do not already receive this Columban Missionaries magazine you can find it on
www.columbans.co.uk/media/news
Global interest: The special Synod’s reflections transcend the Amazonian sphere because they focus on the
universal church as well as the future of the entire planet.
There a helpful 4 minute introduction on YouTube: www.youtube.com/watch?v=qx-3Lcyj_ng&t=40s
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FR TOM CULLINAN RIP
Steve Atherton writes :
For forty years Tom lived a life of prayer and meditation at Ince Benet, the house designed by his brother and
built by Tom and friends from recycled materials in the old walled garden of Ince Blundell Hall, just north of
Liverpool. Although his vision of a monastic community on the edge of the city was never fully realised, Ince
Benet was always a place where Eucharist opened a gateway into eternity and where prayer seemed the
most obvious response to hours of discussion of social issues.
Tom’s simple way of life (never a life-style) was based on a sophisticated understanding of humanity’s place
as a part of God’s creation where the human person is integrated into the rest of creation and lives the Christian life in community with the rest of the planet. He could see a bird’s nest as technology; he could see an
aeroplane as nature. His awareness of the dangers of consumerism was spiritual, economic and ecological.
Anyone who ever received a card or letter from him will know that he took recycling to new heights.
Tom’s conversion to radical Christianity began at an early age. As he pondered (an important word in his vocabulary) whether Jesus’ death would have been salvific had he been run over by a chariot, he began his lifelong meditation on the significance of Jesus’ life, which gets passed over in the creed by the comma between
‘born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate’. Tom explained that the passion and resurrection
were the culmination of the life of Christ rather than an additional, incidental or separate part.
Tom was educated at Ampleforth. His life-long journey of conversion included a visit to Rio de Janeiro during
his national service where he was moved by the sight of the arms of Christ stretched over rich and poor alike.
A few years later, as a young Benedictine monk studying mathematics at Oxford, he escaped academia by
spending time in the offices of Oxfam. This potent mix of a rigorous Benedictine routine of prayer and a socially aware conscience fuelled his need to contribute to society. Uncomfortably aware that he lived in the
rich world he became, in the language of Catholic Social Teaching, an advocate for the option for the poor.
Tom identified our most pressing and challenging agendas as the accumulation of wealth into the hands of a
few (typically international capital and agribusiness), consumerism as a form of idolatry, and humanity’s presumption that it is separate from the processes of ecology.
His social conscience and his developing theology of the life of Christ led Tom to see the church as the faithful
presence of Christ in the world and in the here and now of our lives. As Tom’s theological understanding led
him deeper into reflection on the way we live our lives, he became an increasingly significant national figure
and a popular speaker across the country for CIIR, CHAS, CAFOD and NJPN, communicating his prophetic understanding that in the face of wealth we must resist giving allegiance to a God-who-provides-the-goods and
a politics that ignores the poor. His trajectory away from a life of privilege led him to move to the outskirts of
Liverpool where, with three brother Benedictines, he set up a house of prayer. As with many trajectories, as
the journey went on the gap grew wider and his version of simplicity became increasingly difficult for others
to survive. By the time Ince Benet was finished he was the only resident which, though unintended, had
many benefits to those of us gathered around him for prayer, conversation and stimulus.
Tom’s life was full of prayer, scripture, reflection, study and service to the community. He introduced us to a
world that is utterly simple yet breathtakingly complex, where everything that is experienced as selfsufficiency is the gratuitous gift of God, where brokenness is replaced by wholeness, where future promise
becomes present reality and where death leads to resurrection.
Tom’s move from Ampleforth continued to cause him great pain, but his community was now in Liverpool
where he was eventually incardinated into the archdiocese, keeping the designation of ‘monk-priest’. His last
public engagement was at the Eucharistic Congress fringe programme when he spoke about Eucharist at the
event titled ‘On the Altar of the World’. He treasured his relationship with the parish of St Helens in Crosby
where, for forty years, he celebrated Mass on Sunday evening. His funeral was there on Friday 1st February.
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Continued on next page

TOM CULLINAN RIP continued from previous page
Tom spent his life calling people back to God: we do not need to save the world … that has been done already. Now he has been called back and we can say ‘Thanks be to God.’
Thomas Anthony Cullinan. Born 7th February 1935. Died 18th January 2019
His talks from the Upholland Northern Institute (UNI) are available to download at www.unitapes.org
(Catalogue numbers 414, 432-5, 731)
Joan Sharples remembers :
Fr Tom Cullinan was very generous with his time and expertise to Shrewsbury Diocese speaking at some of
our Crewe Conferences on creation theology, in the days when concern for our relationship with the environment was still regarded with suspicion, long before Pope Francis made care for creation integral to our Christian faith with his Laudato ‘Si encyclical. Tom warned against romanticism of nature, speaking at a Swanwick
Conference about the place of slugs in creation. Listening to him could be challenging, but was always inspiring: 'Tom, musing with his Maker', as former Justice-and-Peace worker, Mike Simpson, once described it.
In a way, it didn't matter if I couldn't understand his intellectual presentations: Tom's presence had an integrity which spoke volumes with his frugal lifestyle and commitment to riding his bike. I remember a friend of
Tom's telling us not to leave any food behind at Ince Benet, thinking we were doing Tom a kindness, as abhorring waste, Tom would eat sandwiches even if they were mouldy. His manner of living critiqued our consumer society. He was a modern prophet. And he played a significant part in my journey into the Catholic
Church, but that's another story
This quotation seemed to sum up J&P and life for me:
“In our own lives, we lead an ongoing conversation between text and context. Text is the word of God, the
presence of Christ, that which we have received in our Christian tradition, that which we receive in Liturgy,
where the mystery is carried until we are ready for it. This is text, which we receive, and is always open for
rediscovery, for re-entry, for revealing new things to us. Context in a personal sense is the reality of who and
where I am ... The conversation between text and context is very important in our own lives. Both the understanding of the word of God we're given and how we read the context we're living in. Both text and context re
-interpret each other, a conversation that is essential if we too are to bear witness to truth. “
Tom Cullinan: 'Presence' Cafod 2004 page 21
PEDRO ARRUPE SJ -Mystic with Open Eyes by Brian Grogan SJ
This booklet is a succinct account of Arrupe's life, 1907-1991, and highlights his dynamic influence on the Church of today as it labours to build a civilisation of justice and love. It is published in UK by Messenger Publications. Priced at £4.50
The cause for the beatification of Pedro Arrupe SJ was launched in Rome in early February 2019 yet few people outside religious life are aware of this extraordinary individual. He was a Spanish Basque Jesuit priest
who served as the twenty-eighth Superior General of the Society of Jesus (1965–83). Stationed as novice
master outside Hiroshima in 1945, he used his medical background as a first responder to the atomic bombing of Hiroshima. Fired by the spirit of Vatican II, he spearheaded the renewal of the Jesuits, refocusing the
resources and works of the congregation on the mission of justice in the world.
Founder of Jesuit Refugee Service. Touched by the plight of the "Vietnamese boat people" in 1979, Pedro Arrupe sent cable messages to some 20 Jesuit major superiors throughout the world sharing his distress at the suffering of these people. He asked them what
they could do to help bring relief to refugees and displaced persons in their own regions.
He received a positive response, with numerous offers of personnel, medicine, and funding. The next year in
1980, Arrupe founded the Jesuit Refugee Service to coordinate the Society's refugee work. In 2017 JRS listed
47 countries where its 10 regional offices were currently serving nearly 950,000 individuals. Over the years
JRS had served an estimated 40 million refugees. Now that the process for his beatification is underway, he is
sure to become known across the Catholic world and beyond.
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A NEW ECONOMY FOR CLIMATE JUSTICE
Diane Williams writes:
“It is now clear that to avoid catastrophic climate was $4.9 trillion (6.5 per cent of global GDP) in 2013.
change, we must make big changes to our society. In one way or another, most of us also fund the fossil
But what kind of changes? and how can we avoid fuel industry. For example, all the main UK banks still
repeating the injustices that many face today?”
invest billions in fossil fuels, so those of us who have
savings with these banks are contributing to the
With these words, Olivia Hanks invited us to join her funding. In addition, local governments in the UK
in exploring how we start to imagine and build an have pension funds worth over £230 billion, £14 bileconomy where people, communities and ecosys- lion of which – more than 6% – is invested in fossil
tems can flourish. Olivia is the Programme Manager fuel corporations. But the news is not all gloomy!
for Economics and Sustainability at Quaker Peace and 69 UK universities have now committed to some
Social Witness, and she was speaking at Chester form of fossil fuel divestment, Waltham Forest and
Quaker Meeting House on Wednesday 13th February. Southwark Council Pension Funds have committed to
phase out all fossil fuel investments from their portOlivia began by emphasising that climate change is
folio, and the organisation Community Reinvest is
not just an environmental issue; it is also a social jusworking to help councils find useful ways to reinvest.
tice issue. She showed us a quote from a resident of
North Carolina when Florence Hurricane struck in Returning to the theme of the inequality of climate
September last year and when many people tried to change, Olivia reported that the richest 10% of peoflee their homes: “Unfortunately, my family does not ple globally (which almost certainly includes every
have the resources to put gas in our vehicle […] We reader of this article) are responsible for almost 50%
have no way out, so we are staying […] We struggled of carbon emissions. According to an Oxfam report in
to find water to store with so many store shelves 2015, someone in the richest 1% of the world’s popubare.” The quote, which was featured in the New lation uses 175 times more carbon on average than
York Times, was picked up by the social activist someone from the bottom 10%. In addition, emisNaomi Klein, who tweeted: “Climate chaos is a justice sions are higher in countries where wealth is concenissue. Economic justice. Racial justice. Migrant jus- trated in fewer hands. The data indicates that, if we
tice. Gender justice. Justice for the disabled and eld- are to tackle climate change, we must challenge
erly. Justice for prisoners. These disasters drag into extreme wealth. Those most responsible for climate
the light exactly who is already being thrown away.”
change must do most to tackle it, and the action we
Olivia reported that the estimated cost of climaterelated loss and damage in Global South countries will be $300 billion per year within the next decade, yet there is currently no international mechanism for compensating communities devastated by
climate change. The 2015 Paris Agreement recognises ‘Loss and Damage’ alongside ‘Mitigation’ and
‘Adaptation’ as a third area requiring climate finance,
but no progress has been made. A global Climate
Damages Tax levied on fossil fuel extraction would be
one way to fund this.
Despite this, the UK government gives £10.5bn a year
in support for fossil fuels, significantly more than the
£7.3bn spent on renewable energy. The government
claims it does not subsidise the fossil fuel industry,
but in fact it does so via tax breaks, which it does not
treat as subsidies. A recent report by an IMF working
group estimates that the total cost of global subsidies
for fossil fuels, including direct subsidies and the
environmental and health costs their use imposes,
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take must be in solidarity with the communities most
affected by it.
Prosperity is usually measured by GDP, i.e. the sum
of all the monetary value added to a country’s economy in a given period, but the apparent need for
continual GDP growth is fuelling overconsumption. In
contrast, policies and practices that are environmentally friendly can also have economic and social benefits:
A move to renewable energy in place of fossil
fuels results not only in cleaner air but also
lower costs and the potential for greater
community control;
Making homes more energy-efficient results in
warmer homes and lower fuel bills;
Switching to a more locally-based economy helps
to create a sense of community and trust,
more regional diversity and greater financial
resilience;
Cont. on opposite page

A New Economy for Climate Justice continued from
opposite page
Reducing the use of cars helps to improve the
health of the population and to increase social
interaction, an important step in reducing
loneliness;
Agro-ecological farming results in improved soil
and water quality and healthier food.
Government action can seem promising. For example, the 2017 Clean Growth Strategy includes
pledges to provide “£100 million for a national programme of support for retrofitting and new low
emission buses in England and Wales” and “to
invest around £841 million of public funds in innovation in low carbon transport technology and
fuels” between 2015 and 2021. Yet UK tax payers
subsidise the aviation industry to the tune of £10bn
per year, through exemptions in VAT and fuel duty,
and the government’s decision not to increase fuel
duty for motorists since 2011 has subsidised driving
by £46bn, according to its own figures.
Olivia then turned to the question of the implications of all of this for Quakers. She noted that, for
centuries, Quakers have highlighted the need for
sustainability. For example, in 1772 the Quaker
preacher and abolitionist John Woolman wrote:
“The produce of the world is a gift from our gracious
creator to the inhabitants, and to impoverish the
earth now to support outward greatness would
appear to be an injury to the succeeding age.”
Recent Quaker work on a new economy stems
partly from a statement that was agreed at Quakers’ Yearly Meeting in 2011: “The global economic
system is posited on continued expansion and
growth, and in pursuit of growth it is often unjust,
violent and destructive […] we need to ask the

question whether this system is so broken that we
must urgently work with others of faith and good
will to put in its place a different system in which our
testimonies can flourish.”
Quakers are currently calling for policy changes in
line with the UK’s carbon targets and the Paris
agreement, and a commitment to net zero emissions by 2050. Steps towards achieving these could
include:
the reinstatement of the zero-carbon standard for
new homes,
support for wind and solar power through subsidies and planning policy,
the introduction of clear targets for emissions reductions from agriculture, and
a swifter phase-out of petrol and diesel cars and
vans.
At the end of the presentation, Olivia asked the
audience to think about various sectors of the economy such as transport, housing, finance and energy,
and to consider what they look like at the moment,
both in Cheshire and in the UK as a whole: who
owns them and runs them, and who benefits from
them? We were then asked to consider what each
of these sectors would look like in an economy
where people, communities and ecosystems can
flourish.
To end the evening, we discussed what ‘new economy’ initiatives already exist locally, what support
they might need in order to be more effective, what
we can do personally to support them, and what
government – both local and national – might do to
support them. Local initiatives that were mentioned
included Plastic Free Chester, Zero Waste Chester,
the “BeeCause” campaign to protect our bees, Transition Chester, and Chester Supertrees.

*************************
What can I do?
Join the CLIMATE LOBBY WEDNESDAY 26 JUNE 2019
Be with many others to meet your MP in the streets around parliament, all at the same time!
CAFOD are running coaches from most dioceses in England and Wales.
https://cafod.org.uk/News/UK-news/Against-climate-change
Read Phil Kingston’s talk on EXTINCTION REBELLION given to the February meeting of the NJPN
Also Ellen Teague's report on the Christians Aware 30th anniversary conference in January with the theme
FUTURE EARTH? SUSTAINABLILTY FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, FOR FARMING AND FOR HEALTHY FOOD?
Both are in March NJPN North West Justice & Peace E-Bulletin: see www.jp-shrewsburydiocese.org.uk
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STOP THE ARMS FAIRS
Arms Fairs are crucial to the smooth-running of the arms trade. They promote weapons
sales by giving arms dealers the chance to meet and greet military delegations, government officials, other arms companies and a host of individual visitors. Unsurprisingly,
the guest lists for arms fairs frequently include regimes who abuse human rights, and
countries actively involved in armed conflicts. In January, the UK arms industry gathered in London for a £200/head dinner to celebrate its ‘achievements’ – dining out on the profits it has made
from the bombing and starvation of Yemen. But campaigners were there to expose the deadly impact of this
trade, blocking entrances and forcing senior arms industry executives to queue around the block.
GOOD NEWS!
The Defence Procurement Research Technology and Exportability (DPRTE) Arms Fair planned to be held in
Birmingham in March has been forced to move EVEN BEFORE IT OPENS. It was moved to Birmingham after
energetic protest and objections from locals drove it out of Cardiff.
The DPRTE Arms Fair brings together all parts of the arms industry, networking small companies with some of
the world’s largest arms companies. Major arms dealers such as BAE Systems, Raytheon and General Dynamics- whose weapons have been used to crush pro-democracy movements around the world, and to commit
serious human rights abuses– come to the Fair looking for new business partners and suppliers for their
deadly trade. As well as these major arms companies, the UK Ministry of Defence will be there looking for
suppliers, and the Department for International Trade (DIT) will be there to give advice and help on how to
export weapons and other security services overseas.
The new Birmingham Stop the Arms Fair group had planned a day of creative actions against the event. But
this threat of protest has caused the Arms Fair to move to a new location, inside the security fences of Farnborough Airport. The announcement came after Organisers told campaigners that the decision was made
following consideration of “the impact of all events on all our guests.”
For more details of this and other protests against Arms Fairs see www.caat.org.uk/events

Showing of film ‘WAR SCHOOL ‘
at Stockport Quaker Meeting House, Cooper St, corner of Higher Hillgate/Longshut Lane, SK1 3DW
FRIDAY APRIL 5th at 6 pm to see the film with refreshment break at 7.20 pm
7.30 pm: SPEAKERS and DISCUSSION with VETERANS for PEACE, CHILD SOLDIERS, PEACE PATHWAYS etc
Human implications of militarism are evoked, the speakers will take this further with questions and answers.
So we expect a lively discussion and developing ways to counter this militarisation of our society
War School is a film about the battle for the hearts and minds of Britain’s children. The public and ever
younger children are being groomed to collude in the increasing militarisation of UK society. Interweaving
the powerful and moving testimonies of veterans of Britain’s unbroken century of wars, War School challenges the myth of Britain's benign role in world affairs and asks if perpetual war is really what we want for
future generations?
See www.war.school and www.facebook.com/warschool.film

USEFUL INFORMATION
A Stockport solicitor Nasir Hafezi has been publishing short legal YouTube explainers on the Community Legal
Education channel to explain legal rights and responsibilities in an easy to understand manner. Please have a
watch and feel free to share. See https://m.youtube.com/channel/UCRsBcOtZYyIlJBYMfhm5Msg#menu
She is attempting to publish one legal video explainer a week on various topics such as so far ‘Are you driving
carelessly? 8 points you should know’ and ‘Changes being made to sex and relationship education.’
These could prove very interesting and useful - please have a look and maybe subscribe.
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GOOD BYE AND WELCOME
PAT GAFFNEY is retiring after 29 years as general secretary of the English and
Welsh branch of Pax Christi. In these almost three decades she has been arrested 11 times and jailed four times usually for her part in the annual witness
on Ash Wednesday when peace workers mark the Ministry of Defence with
crosses in the same ash and charcoal used in the liturgy earlier in the day. The
annual Ash Wednesday protest has now been happening for 36 years- starting at one of those peak times of
anti-nuclear activism in the early 1980s.
Interviewed by Peter Stanford in the Tablet (12 January 2019) Pat commented ‘Whether our witness has
done a jot with the Ministry of Defence or government policy, it is the same with much of our work in this
area of war and peace. Mostly what we are trying to do is to stop things being a lot worse….it is about keeping things on agendas, not letting things become hidden, keeping levels of accountability going and keeping
the questioning going. You are not going to win many things en route. It is about persistence’
Many of us will share this sentiment whatever area of Justice and Peace we are working in. Pat has been an
encouragement and inspiration to so many of us, both at local meetings and workshops and on the bigger
stage of the annual Swanwick conferences. Theresa Alessandro has been appointed to succeed Pat and will
take up the post on 4 March 2019.
Theresa, a committed Catholic, was educated in Catholic schools and engaged with the Diocesan Youth Service. She studied at the University of Birmingham, University of Leicester, and De Montfort University.
Theresa has been a member of the Blessed Sacrament parish in Leicester since she was a teenager, often
initiating parish peace activities and events. She is supporting Bishop Patrick McKinney (Nottingham Diocese)
on modern slavery/trafficking and interfaith issues.
"I feel so deeply for those enduring violence and injustice, that the enormity of the change needed can feel
overwhelming sometimes" Theresa said. "There are many effective ways to work for peace, and all are
needed!"
In 2005 Theresa re-trained as a Speech and Language Therapist and has worked with the Northants Healthcare Foundation NHS Trust, University Hospital Coventry and the Leicester Partnership Trust.
"We are delighted that Theresa will be joining us soon," said Holly Ball, Chair of Pax Christi UK. "It is a time of
transition for Pax Christi, but Theresa brings passion, skills and energy to us, and she has a solid background
in peace and justice issues. We are confident that she will do a great job."
A PILGRIMAGE TO EL SALVADOR NOVEMBER 2019
To coincide with the celebration of the 30th anniversary of the Martyrs of the UCA (University of Central
America), six Jesuit priest and their two women colleagues killed in 1989.
The all inclusive cost of the visit is £1,895 covering flights, accommodation all meals and local transport.
Full details on www.romerotrust.org.uk/news/romero-pilgrimage-2019 or contact the tour organiser
Anthony Coles arct@btinternet.com Tel 020 7431 3414
TIME OUT ON TUESDAYS -March 12th; April 9th; May 14th and June 11th; July 9th
SATURDAYS March 30th; May 26th and June 22nd; July 27th
An Ecumenical Quiet Day for everyone at The Convent of Our Lady of the Cenacle, Tithebarn Grove, Lance
Lane, Wavertree, Liverpool L15 6TW 10—4pm
I
Input and time for individual quiet prayer and reflection. Cost £10
Tea & coffee provided. Bring your own lunch. For more information or to book: Tel 0151 722 2271
email: winniecenacle@mail.com
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EL SALVADOR TODAY
Following a landslide victory for former San Salvador mayor, Nayib Bukele, in
the Presidential election on February 3rd 2019. Clare Dixon, CAFOD's Head of
Latin America, who was in the country during the election and met with
CAFOD's church partners, has written the following comment:
“El Salvador's new president must champion peace to help heal the country.
“I met with the Director of Caritas El Salvador, Antonio Baños, and he told me that uncertain times lie ahead
for El Salvador and that it is possible that the endemic violence in the country could increase in the wake of
this result. Salvadorans have lost faith in the two-party politics which have left the country deeply polarised.
The turnout of voters was unusually low for a Presidential election with only around half of the population
bothering to vote.
“Although he won the Presidency with an overwhelming majority in the first round, crushing the two traditional political parties, Bukele has little support in the country's Legislative Assembly, its Parliament. His ability to bring in meaningful reforms will depend on how successful he is in persuading other political leaders to
support his programme. The future is unpredictable but the next two years will be crucial in determining
whether Salvadorans can look forward to a brighter future.
“Cardinal Gregorio Rosa Chavez, the auxiliary Bishop of San Salvador and President of Caritas, said that the
principal challenge for the new President, who will not take up his post until June, is to overcome the murderous violence and bring peace for the people of El Salvador.
“The Cardinal congratulated the peaceful way in which the defeated parties had accepted the election result
and added that the newly elected President needed to work to reconcile all sectors of the country. The fight
against poverty, against corruption and impunity, are the other challenges to be tackled.”
WORRYING DEVELOPMENTS IN PALESTINE
At the end of January The World Council of Churches
(WCC) Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme in
Palestine and Israel made the decision to remove
Ecumenical Accompaniers from the Hebron area due
to security concerns.
WCC's accompaniment programme is among several
non-governmental and peacemaking organizations
which that week had reached a critical point as a
result of alleged harassment by settlers and by Israeli
soldiers
The Temporary International Presence in Hebron
(TIPH) is also among the groups exiting the Hebron
area, in this case as a result of a decision by the Government of Israel not to renew TIPH's mandate. TIPH
was set up more than 20 years ago to help safeguard
Palestinians in the Hebron area. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said on 28 January he would
eject the Temporary International Presence in Hebron, in the occupied West Bank, after accusing TIPH
of anti-Israel activity. The non-renewal of this mandate and the intensified harassment of WCC's programme and other NGO presences threatens to
eliminate any international monitoring and protective presence from one of the most volatile situa-
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tions in the occupied Palestinian territories, at a time
when the vision of a secure and sustainable peace in
the region seems more remote than ever.
WCC general secretary Rev. Dr Olav Fykse Tveit appealed for a just peace in the area, and expressed
hope that Ecumenical Accompaniers and other international monitoring and protective presences would
be able to return to the area as soon as possible.
"The WCC accompaniers are currently prevented
from fulfilling their role as a peaceful protective presence for residents in Hebron," said Tveit. "We must
strengthen our resolve for the pursuit of just peace,
and not allow harassment or threats to keep us from
this pursuit."
Penny Leigh-Brown asks
“Has the world totally turned its back on the Palestinian people in favour of a powerful, bullying oppressor, aided and abetted by so many supporting countries in need of security and defence systems and
scared of being labelled ‘anti-semitic’, when the
Palestinians themselves are among the original
"Semitic" tribes!”
Independent Catholic News Jan28

A PLEA FOR HELP
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
– with arrest, detention, deportation, intelligence
On this Christmas in the year 2018, hear my confes- and hasbara (propaganda) operations abroad desion, and my plea: I need help. I need your help.
signed to punish and marginalize such resistance.
Many lives are at stake. It is a big ask. It would take We have lost our way.
courage, determination and commitment, love and
We are losing our children who, with the clear eyes
grace.
of the young, see the truth of what we have wrought,
In the wake of the Holocaust – the culmination of what we have done to others, and what we have
centuries of Christian anti-Semitism — my People, done to ourselves.
the Jewish People, felt a deep need for a safe and We need help. We need your help.
eternal refuge – a Jewish homeland — and persuaded the Western World to put it in the Holy Land, You, who in the “Exceptional Nation” of my birth, —
where we were outnumbered by Gentiles — Chris- a Christian nation — have helped facilitate, finance
and otherwise support this oppression, which has
tians and Muslims.
resulted in the reduction of the Christian population
We were historically powerless. We were trauma- of the Holy Land from 11% to under 1% now.
tized and fearful. We thought our safety lay in accumulating power – military, economic, financial and I therefore beseech you:
political power – and in cleansing from our part of Speak up to your Jewish Brothers and Sisters!
the Holy Land the Palestinian Christians and Muslims Engage us in dialogue.
who had lived on the Land for millennia. The notion Those of you who have been to the Holy Land and
of a Jewish homeland, where Jews would always be seen with your own eyes the plight of Palestinians
free to live among the other Peoples of the Holy living under occupation, discrimination and oppresLand, quickly morphed into a Jewish State which sion, speak up! Express your concern, and your opprivileges Jews over all other peoples. My People position to our oppression.
passed scores of laws discriminating against Palestini- Those of you who have not been there, but who have
ans in rights and resources. We relegated millions of read about conditions in the West Bank and Gaza,
Palestinians to refugee camps where they have lan- ask us questions.
guished for generations. We put millions of Palestini- Ask us how we justify what we do there. Not just to
ans under military occupation and rule. We imported the world, but to ourselves.
tens of thousands of Jewish religious fundamentalists Ask us in interfaith meetings, of both clergy and laity.
who settled on Palestinian lands, thinking that our Wherever you encounter us, speak up!
People – the Chosen People — were meant by God As I said, this will take courage, not to remain silent
to rule over all of the Holy Land, from the River to the out of fear of offending us, or because of guilt over
Christian anti-Semitism by your forebears. We need
Sea.
you and your intervention.
In identification with our oppressors, we became oppressors ourselves. We have become the most pow- Recognize our fear and trauma, but speak truth to
erful nation – militarily and economically – in the our power. Talk to us critically about what we are
Middle East. But we have lost our Jewish religious, doing to the Palestinians. Not once, not twice, but
moral and ethical principles requiring us to refrain over and over again. Oppose what we are doing, not
from oppressing others and to treat the stranger out of hate, but out of love. Love of truth, and of all
our fellow men, women and children, who deserve to
among us as our own.
live with freedom, human rights and dignity.
We remain traumatized and fearful. We now also
fear those we have oppressed, that they might wish Like the Jew whose birth you celebrate today, help us
to do to us what we have done to them. We are to recognize that we are one human family, and that
turning even more inward, more inured to killing, to we all must speak truth to power, wherever it opmaiming, to our own oppression of others. We put presses rather than lifts people up.
down Palestinian violent resistance to our oppression Merry Christmas!
with an Iron Fist, and put down non-violent Palestin- Robert Herbst
( a US civil rights lawyer)
ian resistance – the Boycott, Divestment and SancPublished in Mondoweiss on Dec 25th 2018
tions movement (BDS) of Palestinian civil society
https://mondoweiss.net
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DIARY DATES
MARCH
1 WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER “Come – Everything is Ready” written by the Women of Slovenia
based on Luke 14:15-24 www.wwdp.org.uk
3 DIFFERENT LIGHT Church Action on Poverty Sunday
6 ASH WEDNESDAY
8 INTERNATIONAL WOMANS DAY
www.internationalwomensday.com
9 QUIZ NIGHT with Palestinian Buffet 7.00pm at The
Wesley Church Centre, St John Street, CHESTER, CH1
1DA £8 Fundraising event in aid of the Amos Trust
West Bank Home Rebuild Project 2019 Contact Andrew
on andrewherbert1967@gmail.com or 07930 639246
12 QUIET DAY at the Cenacle see Page 9
15 CAFOD Lent Fast Day cafod.org.uk
21 EYE-WITNESS Stories from the West Bank & Israel
John Chapman and Hannah Larn, recently returned
from the West Bank. What is daily life under occupation
really like? What is the Israeli peace movement doing?
What can we do to promote a just peace in Israeloccupied Palestine? 7:30pm Quaker Meeting House ,
Frodsham St, Chester All welcome For more information please contact EAPPI on 020 7663 1144 or
eappi@quaker.org.uk See www.quaker.org.uk/eappi
21 FLY KITES NOT DRONES
https://dronecampaignnetwork.wordpress.com/
22 WORLD WATER DAY unwater.org/worldwaterday
22 CAFOD QUIZ NIGHT at Our Lady’s Parish Centre
Ellesmere Port Town Centre 7.30 pm admission adults
£3 children £1 which includes Fairtrade refreshments at
the interval. All money raised will go to the Cafod project in Ethiopia Connect 2 . Contact Tony Walsh on
0151 355 6419
24 39th ROMERO MASS see page 3

Liverpool
J &P Fieldworker
Steve Atherton
J&P Office, LACE
Croxteth Drive,
Sefton Park,
Liverpool L17 1AA
Tel: 0151 522 1080

s.atherton@rcaol.co.uk
Liverpool Administrator
Maria Hardacre
Tel: 0151 522 1081
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facebook.com/jpliverpooljp
www.twitter.com/
@liverpooljandp
Liverpool Chair:
Justine Silcock
Terry Phillips

30 QUIET DAY at the Cenacle Page 9
30 “STOP ARMING SAUDI” “Silent Vigil 12.30 - 1.30 at
The Cross, Chester. All are welcome to join - please
wear black if possible. Organised by Chester CND.
Further information chestercnd@gmail.com
30 EARTH HOUR www.org.uk/earthhour
APRIL
5 ‘WAR SCHOOL’ film Stockport for Peace see page 8
6 ‘OF GODS AND MEN’ film showed by Pax Christi
Liverpool leading a discussion /reflection in the light of
the work of the Catholic Nonviolence Initiative, a project of Pax Christi. Cenacle Retreat House Tithe Barn
Grove, Liverpool 15 6TW. 10am -4pm. Contact: Jan
Harper janharper1@yahoo.co.uk 07746919915
9 QUIET DAY at the Cenacle see Page 9
21 EASTER SUNDAY
27 STOP ARMING SAUDI see March 30
MAY
5 CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS’ DAY paxchristi.org.uk
11 NJPN AGM & Open Networking Day Venue: London. 10.30 - 4.00pm justice-and-peace.org.uk
12-18 CHRISTIAN AID WEEK christianaid.org..uk
14 & 26 QUIET DAYS at the Cenacle see page 9
25 STOP ARMING SAUDI see March 30
JUNE
5 WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY
www.un.org/en/events/environmentday
26 CLIMATE LOBBY OF PARLIAMENT Page 7
JULY
26 –28 NATIONAL J&P CONFERENCE at Swanwick see
page 2 www.justice-and-peace.org.uk

Editor of MouthPeace
Marian Thompson
37 Dale Road,
Marple
Stockport SK6 6EZ
Tel: 0161 427 7254
marian37et@gmail.com

Copy date for next issue 1/5/2019.
Don’t forget to send in reports of events
and dates for the diary

https://jp.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk/
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