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But chieﬂy on the just, because
The unjust hath the just’s umbrella”
Quote by Charles Bowen
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where this appeared on 19 February 2017
www.indcatholicnews.com
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Archdiocese of Liverpool Jusce & Peace Commission
Diocese of Shrewsbury Commission for the Promoon of Jusce, Peace & Social Responsibility

AN ADVENT REFLECTION
Maura Garside writes:
“I was a stranger and you welcomed me.....” was the text chosen for Shrewsbury Diocese Jusce
and Peace Advent Reﬂecon, and, on a cold a>ernoon in early December, the warm atmosphere at
Wistaston Hall , Crewe was very welcome indeed. A small group from across the diocese gathered to pray, to
reﬂect and to learn about the diocesan response to the refugee crisis.
Mary Kilcoyne, Director of the Catholic Children’s Society and co-ordinator of the diocesan response, shared
that the passage from the Gospel of MaChew, Chapter 25 “Serves as both a mandate of what we are called
to do and a summary of what I am witnessing happening within the diocese” .
She shared how people responded generously to migrants in ‘The Jungle’ in Calais, the camps in Syria and
Lebanon, oﬀering their skills, basic essenals: clothes, toiletries, bedding for those abroad and, later, oﬀering
accommodaon, support, English classes etc. A teacher from St. Paul’s in Wythenshawe was funded to travel
to Calais to see condions for herself; to deliver supplies and to listen to people’s stories and report back. At
the other end of the Diocese, the SVP in Birkenhead held an event, raising £4,000. And, in between, schools,
jusce and peace groups, parishes, SVP and other organisaons, oﬀered support on a large scale or in a myriad of smaller iniaves, while the Lampedusa Cross added an extra focus and inspiraon for prayer.
Mary’s comprehensive and detailed report was both enlightening and inspiraonal, leading us into Advent
prayer; new beginnings, hope and ancipaon of the Good News. We read the refugee prayer, reﬂected on
the Beatudes, prayed the Lord’s Prayer together and blessed each other. We sang, “Christ be our Light”
and, a>er sharing food and conversaon, the song lingered in our hearts as we set oﬀ into the darkness with
the seeds of new hope in our hearts.

Archdiocese of Liverpool Jusce & Peace Commission
COMMUNITY SPONSORSHIP as part of the Syrian Rese*lement Programme
Saturday 18th March 10—12.30
Join us at LACE to learn how your parish can welcome a Syrian refugee family. Speakers include Sean Brady
from St Monica’s in Salford where the ﬁrst family into the UK was welcomed before Christmas and Stuart
Kear, chair of For Refugees.
For your diary

“OUR COMMON HOME” Liverpool J&P Annual Assembly
Saturday 24th June 10.00 – 4.30
LACE Conference Centre, Croxteth Drive, Se>on Park, Liverpool L17 1AA

WHAT CAN WE DO? Some praccal responses to the refugee crisis
25th March from 10 30 am to 2 pm.

St Agnes, West Kirby, Wirral, CH48 SDU

Arranged by the J & P Group at St Agnes , this conference looks at some responses to the current refugee
crisis. Its main focus is on the model approved by the Home Oﬃce and the Catholic Bishops' Conference as
part of David Cameron's reseClement programme for Syrian refugees but other responses will also be
described.
Speakers will include Sean Ryan, Caritas, Salford, refugee co-ordinator for the Salford diocese, and Mary
Kilcoyne, CEO Caritas, Shrewsbury.
The conference is free but to secure a place, you should register by contacng mgmacook@aol.com or by
telephoning 0151 625 6512. Tea and coﬀee are provided but you are asked to bring your own sandwiches
for lunch. A box will be provided for donaons to a refugee charity.
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BLESSED OSCAR ROMERO
August 15, 2017 will be the 100th anniversary of the birth of Blessed Oscar Romero. Let us hope and pray,
that 2017 will also be the year of his canonisaon, alongside the beaﬁcaon of his murdered Jesuit friend,
Rulio Grande.
ROMERO MASS
Liverpool J&P Commission is rightly proud of its associaon with Blessed
Oscar Romero. We have held a commemorave Mass every year since his assassinaon,
starng in the Cathedral in 1980 when Fr Kevin Kelly gave the ﬁrst homily. The following year, when Julian Filochowski concluded his homily with the words “Saint Oscar
Romero of the Americas, Pray for us” Archbishop Derek Warlock was heard to muCer
“Steady on.” We’ve always thought that Julian’s assessment was right.
For the last ten years we’ve been holding the anniversary Mass in diﬀerent parishes
across the archdiocese so that we could introduce new people to the life and ministry of
our patron saint. This year is the centenary of Oscar Romero’s birth and we are returning to the Metropolitan Cathedral on Sunday 19th March at 11 am when Archbishop Malcolm McMahon will
be the principal celebrant and Fr Jim O’Keefe will give the homily. Fr Jim has been very inﬂuenal in introducing people to Catholic Social Teaching.
At the end of Mass a statue of Oscar Romero will be blessed and put on permanent display at the cathedral.
The statue is the work of the sculptor Rory Young and will probably stand near to the statue of Marn de
Porres.
A>er Mass there will be refreshments in the Gibberd room and the chance to listen to, and converse with, Sr
Martha Zeichmeister CJ who is vising the UK on a speaking tour from the Jesuit University of San Salvador
where she is professor of systemac theology.
Everybody is warmly invited to join us for this celebraon whether you have a long standing devoon to
Romero or are just beginning to get interested and would like to ﬁnd out more.
PILGRIMAGE 2017 - ROMERO’S CENTENARY
Could there be a beCer me to visit the land of Blessed Romero’s ministry? Details are now available for the
pilgrimage in 2017 to celebrate the centenary year of Blessed Oscar Romero’s birth. The dates are 13 to 24
November 2017 and the all-inclusive cost approximately £1700, subject to currency exchange rate ﬂuctuaons. For further informaon, please contact Anthony Coles at arctc@bnternet.com or by telephone on 020
7431 3414.
READING FOR LENT …….. AND BEYOND
ROMERO AND GRANDE: COMPANIONS ON THE JOURNEY by Ana María Pineda
Sister Ana María Pineda’s book is a delight to read. Well-wriCen with academic professionalism, it does an
excellent job of tracing the lives of Archbishop Romero and Rulio Grande and how they became intertwined.
We encounter these two iconic men from their human frailty; we see the work they did and then the martyrdom they suﬀered. The Pineda and the Grande families are connected and Ana María is a not-so-distant relave of Rulio. Great aﬀecon for Rulio and Romero is evident throughout this ‘labour of love’. Highly recommended as Rulio’s beaﬁcaon approaches. More details in Romero News Jan 2017 Book available
from the Romeo Trust for £13 (incl. p&p) www.romerotrust.org.uk
DETHRONING MAMMON: MAKING MONEY SERVE GRACE by Jusn Welby Archbishop of Canterbury
An insighTul exploraon of money and materialism. Welby reﬂects on the power of money and the aUtudes
that surround it. Who will be on the throne of our lives? Who will direct our acons? Is it Jesus, who brings
truth, hope and freedom? Or is Mammon (money) leading us into paths that tangle and deceive? Explore the
tensions that arise in a society dominated by ﬁnance, and the pressures of our culture to conform. Following
the Gospels, this book asks what it means to dethrone Mammon and learn to trust in the abundance and
grace of God. Available from various suppliers including www.aslanchrisanbooks.com
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ANNUAL MEMORIAL LECTURE JANUARY 2017 at LACE
From Reformaon to Revoluon: Towards A Dalit Public Lutheran Theology
Steve Atherton writes:
This year’s lecture was dedicated to Phil Cook, a commiCed worker for the cause of J&P with a lifelong devoon to jusce. He is sorely missed.
The lecture was given by Rev Raj Bharrat PaCa, a Dalit, Lutheran minister from Andhra Pradesh who is currently studying for a doctorate at Manchester. Some of Raj’s prayers are included in this year’s CAP resources for Poverty Sunday. One of Raj’s words is “subaltern”, which he uses to express his priorising of
‘the view from below’. His experience as a Dalit has led him to a search for the renewal of liberaon theology
in the Indian context. He links the Indian experience of colonisaon with Luther’s experience of the autocrac power of Rome 500 years ago.
Raj explained Dalit theology as exploring racism, resilience and resistance ‘against the forces of marginalisa'on, domina'on and oppression’. He pointed out that South American liberaon theology came from a
Marxist perspecve ‘and never considered the caste analysis which is embedded in the Indian society ’
whereas Dalit theology explicitly ‘contests and counters normalisa'ons of any status quo and privilege that
sanc'ons oppression and exclusion of any and every form and engages in a counter-epistemological theological praxis.’
Raj made three points to explain why ‘public theology’ is important:
1) the church operates in the public sphere
2) theology shares ‘common criteria of truth’ with other areas of knowledge
3) theology needs to deal with ‘the most pernent issues of our mes’.
He explained Lutheran theology as inherently concerned with the experience of those who suﬀer, “those
whose locus is in suﬀering and cross. In contrast to a theology of glory, which manipulates and presents that
which is evil as good, that which is false as truth.”
Raj pointed out that as European Chrisanity expanded across the world the colonists became another group
who exerted power over a new group of marginalised people.
Reformaon implies giving a “voice to the o.en neglected, distorted, overlooked and even forgo0en voices of
the subalterns, the voices from the margins. Reforma'on for me is ‘Speaking truth to the power,’ for the
cause of jus'ce and peace. Reforma'on for me is a 'me of repentance for the callous a2tudes of our churches and its leadership towards the needs of our people in the community, a 'me of repentance for those in
powers for we enjoy pomp and posi'ons at the expense of our vulnerable believers, a 'me of repentance for
being silent to the unjust prac'ces in our churches and for being insensi've to the exploita'ons done to innocent people around us. Reforma'on for me is a 'me to give up my posi'ons & privileges of any authori'es
that I enjoy in the Church which is against the convic'ons of the gospel and allowing to lead a life submi2ng
ourselves at the feet of the Cross in coherence with the Cruciﬁed Christ.”
“The call of Reforma'on today is to reject and defeat the authoritarian, ugly prac'ce of caste and several
such forms and allege total obedience to our libera'ng God, so that our public spaces of church, academy and
society become zero-tolerant zones against discrimina'on. For Jesus, it was ‘Roman Empire or Kingdom of
God’ and he chose the la0er over against the former, for Luther, it was ‘Rome or Christ’ and he chose Christ
over against any other ecclesial authority and today it is ‘Caste or Christ’, and our ul'mate choice is Christ
over against caste, for such a thing is now required in re-forma'on of our churches. ‘Injus'ce done anywhere
aﬀects jus'ce everywhere.’”
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J & P RESOURCES FOR LENT
Anne O’Connor has again produced a leaﬂet of Daily Acons and Reﬂecons based on the
Scripture Readings. Composed for the Naonal Jusce and Peace Network it is available on
www.jusce-and-peace.org.uk www.jp-shrewsburydiocese.org.uk
Liverpool J&P and CAFOD Liverpool have wriCen a series of reﬂecons for each week in Lent. Each of the ﬁve
sessions follows the same format: Gospel, case study from at home, case study from overseas, quotaons
from Laudato Si’, with prayers and prompts for discussion throughout the sessions. For an example see ‘10
grains of rice’ page 7.
Paper copies are available at £1.50 per copy plus postage from the Liverpool J&P oﬃce, LACE, Croxteth Drive,
Se>on Park, Liverpool L17 1AA and the whole resource can be downloaded free of charge at
www.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk/userﬁles/ﬁles/Jusce_and_Peace
Receiving MOUTHPEACE as a quarterly email copy rather than by post.
Thank you to all those who responded to our request last me helping to reduce prinng and postage
costs—and also the me given by those who prepare MouthPeace for mailing. If you would be happy to
join the email list please contact Marian Thompson marianet@scali.co.uk
If you would like to connue to receive MouthPeace in the post—do nothing!

LAUNCH OF CARITAS SHREWSBURY
“This is the day that the Lord has made, Let us rejoice and be glad in it!”
Saturday 4th February 2017 was the date and Ellesmere Port Catholic High School the venue where
CARITAS Diocese of Shrewsbury the new social acon agency was launched. About 140 clergy and parishioners from all parts of the diocese came to celebrate and rejoice at this new iniave. Bishop Mark Davies in
his welcoming address described it as a “ historic day” for the local church whilst reminding all present that
the agency had its roots in the Catholic Children’s Society founded in 1889.
Mary Kilcoyne CEO spoke of being in “year zero” with all the challenges and invitaons to work diﬀerently
and in partnership, to meet the ever-changing needs of our society today. The new agency will encompass
all the work which is already being done by the Catholic Children’s Society but with a broader proﬁle which
will include, intergeneraonal work, support for young people at risk of homelessness, and care for those
seeking asylum and refuge.
All of this is made possible with the ﬁnancial support provided by the diocesan Our Mission Together iniave. Already this had enabled CARITAS to begin work in Wythenshawe with those seeking refuge and asylum,
a new social worker oﬀering family support for schools in the HaCersley and Wythenshawe areas, and the
expansion of the family support team in Wirral. The plan this year will be to look at the needs and concerns
in Shropshire. Mary is looking for volunteers to help with the projects, ambassadors to promote the work
and mission, and enablers to idenfy and plan new projects.
Dr Philip McCarthy CEO of Caritas Social Acon Network (CSAN) gave an overview of the Caritas Network in
England and Wales. He said that CARITAS Diocese of Shrewsbury would be the “voice for Catholic social acon”, oﬀer support for people working in social acon, and help integrate the mission of the Church, whilst
assisng Bishop Davies in his leadership of the diocese. The ﬁnal speaker Mike Kane MP for Wythenshawe
and Sale East spoke about the needs in his area and how the people of faith had come together to assist
those seeking asylum, and already through the new project based at St. Aidan’s, the lives of 30 asylum seekers had been improved.
The tremendous enthusiasm and interest of the aCendees was drawn together in a joyful celebraon of the
Mass with Bishop Mark oﬃciang and several clergy of the Diocese concelebrang. CARITAS Diocese of
Shrewsbury was launched in the context of the Eucharist and the exhortaon in the ﬁnal hymn that Christ be
our light.
Mary Kilcoyne
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HELP TO FREE WEST PAPUA
Some of you may remember meeng Benny Wanda in the past at a NJPN conference at Swanwick:
“I am a West Papuan independence leader. When I was a child my village was bombed by the Indonesian military and many of my family were killed. Later, I began to campaign peacefully to free my country from Indonesian occupa'on. For this ‘crime’ I was arrested, tortured and threatened with death. I managed to escape to
the UK, where I now live in exile. My people are s'll suﬀering. Hundreds of thousands have been killed, raped
and tortured. All we want is to live without fear and for West Papua to become a free and independent country. Please hear my people’s cry for help.”
The Free West Papua Campaign 2017
The main focus of the campaign is for an Internaonally Supervised Vote in West Papua to give the West
Papuans a chance to decide their own future. This
would recognise the farcical nature of the so called
Act of Free Choice that illegally gave West Papua to
Indonesia in 1969. **
During colonial mes diﬀerent parts of the island of
New Guinea were controlled by various colonial
powers. Today the eastern part of the island is an
independent country, Papua New Guinea. But following the invasion in 1962 the western part (West Papua) has been under the control of Indonesia.
Over the last ﬁ>y years Indonesia has carried out a
social engineering project on a massive scale, relocang hundreds of thousands of people from across
Indonesia to live in camps cut into the forests of
West Papua. This program of transmigraon has long
been heavily cricised and has brought problems for
both the indigenous populaon and transmigrants
alike. As a result the populaon of West Papua in
2010 was around 3.5 million people, with an esmated split of almost 50% Papuan and 50% non-Papuan.
A few large towns have appeared as the major populaon centres across West Papua, aCracng both
indigenous and migrant residents alike. The largest of
these is Jayapura, the capital of West Papua on the
north coast.
Missionary acvity over the last ﬁ>y years has seen
almost the enre indigenous Papuan populaon take
on the Chrisan religion whilst sll keeping many
tradional beliefs alive.
The modern world is now arriving. Many Papuans
have access to mobile phones and the internet and
are using this technology to coordinate their struggle
for freedom and to communicate to the rest of the
world. Many young people have le> their villages to
study at universies across West Papua and Indonesia and are interacng with Indonesians and the
global community to gain support for their struggle
for freedom.
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On 24th January this year the world's largest Global
Peon for West Papua was launched in Parliament.
Addressed to the Secretary-General of the United
Naons, António Guterres, it calls on him to address
the human rights situaon in West Papua and to ensure West Papua’s right to self-determinaon
through the vote. Since the launch this historical peon is being signed by all friends of West Papua
worldwide unl August 2017 when it will make its
ﬁnal journey carried by the Swim for West Papua
team 69km across Lake Geneva, and right into the
hands of the United Naons! By demonstrang the
huge levels of support around the world for West
Papuans to have the opportunity decide their own
future, the peon will build on the growing diplomac backing for a supervised vote, and is the vital
step towards West Papua’s independence and the
end of the genocide being perpetrated by Indonesia.
You can sign the peon and read more about the
campaign on www.freewestpapua.org
See also #BackTheSwim & #LetWestPapuaVote
** O>en referred to as the Act of No Choice, this
was a series of eight regional assemblies from July to
August 1969 by which Indonesia asserted that the
Western New Guinea populaon decided to relinquish their sovereignty in favour of Indonesian cizenship. The Act of Free Choice was a vote by 1,025
men and women selected by the Indonesian military
in Western New Guinea, who were asked to vote by
raising their hands or reading from prepared scripts
in a display for United Naons observers.

10 GRAINS OF RICE
An example of the Lent material produced by Liverpool J&P
and CAFOD Liverpool
Case study: ‘In November 2000 during a visit to CAFOD partners in Bangladesh as a Millennium Awardee,
I (Steve Atherton) met a most astonishing woman who has lived in my memory ever since.
She was physically unprepossessing. Well short of ﬁve foot tall, with the teeth and hair of an Asian Ken Dodd,
she beamed as she was introduced to us as the owner of a scraggy brown cow.
She was the marvel of her village. Several years previously she had been the stereotypical meek Bangladeshi
woman. Married, subordinate, submissive, conﬁned to the house and not consulted on the fate of her children, she had decided to ask CAFOD’s partner, Caritas Bangladesh, for a loan. To qualify for a loan she needed a deposit but she had no money and no hope of ever having any.
Her response was to save ten grains of rice every me she cooked.
When she had a kilo of rice, she took it to Caritas Bangladesh and borrowed an amount of money equal to
twice the value of the rice. With this small amount she bought a few chickens which she looked a>er unl
they laid eggs. Some of the eggs she sold and some she allowed to hatch so as to increase her ﬂock. By the
me our group met her, she had paid oﬀ her debt, made enough money to buy a cow and had become a respected person in the village. She had even been consulted by her husband on the future of their son.
One of the ﬁrst things I did on returning home to England was to meculously work out, ten grains at a me,
how long it would take to reach a kilo.
The answer? 18 months.
Discussion – What strikes you? What other examples do you know of perseverance? Are we hooked on
the quick-ﬁx? How does living simply, living sustainably, living in solidarity ﬁt in with this?
Paper copies are available from the J&P oﬃce at £1.50 per copy plus postage and the whole resource can be
downloaded free of charge at www.liverpoolcatholic.org.uk/userﬁles/ﬁles/Jusce_and_Peace
THE CATHOLIC NONVIOLENCE INITIATIVE
‘Nonviolence: A Style of Poli'cs for Peace’ was the theme of Pope Francis’ World Peace Day message for
2017, recognising that the violence and injusce in the world can only be countered by love and the work for
jusce and human dignity.
It comes a>er a ground-breaking conference held in the Vacan in May 2016 on Nonviolence and Just Peace.
The conference brought together praconers of nonviolence from situaons of struggle around the world. It
was important in calling the Church back to the Gospel message of nonviolence, and recognising the need to
move from the doctrine of Just War, which, while seeking to prevent wars has too o>en enabled naons to
jusfy them, to a doctrine of Just Peace—working for the condions to prevent wars, deal with conﬂicts nonviolently and create the condions for reconciliaon.
Pat Gaﬀney of Pax Chris was one of the parcipants in the conference and she gave a report of it at the
NJPN Open Networking Day on 19 November 2016.
Her talk is available on YouTube: www.youtube.com/watch?v=0nqIMgpI2U&feature=youtu.be&a
The work of the conference is being carried forward by the Catholic Nonviolence Iniave. Visit their website
h*ps://nonviolencejustpeace.net where you can ﬁnd papers and webinars from the conference, resources
for discussion and news of ongoing developments. You can also sign up, as individuals or groups, to an Appeal
to the Catholic Church to recommit to the centrality of Gospel nonviolence.
**** On May 6 Pat Gaﬀney will be facilitang a day conference on
Nonviolence for Pax Chris Liverpool See Diary Page 12 for more details.
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BLOOD ON OUR HANDS
At the end of January Mike Kavanagh of Campaign Against Arms Trade came to talk to
the Stockport Forum for Peace about CAAT’s latest iniave .
Saudi Arabia is the biggest customer for UK arms sales. This is a most shameful relaonship with one of the
world's most authoritarian regimes. Not only does Saudi brutally repress its own populaon, it has used UK
weapons to help crush democracy protests in Bahrain, and now UK-made warplanes are playing a central role
in Saudi Arabia's aCacks in Yemen.
The conﬂict has triggered a humanitarian disaster and risks destabilising the region further. The UK has connued to support Saudi air strikes in Yemen and provide arms despite overwhelming evidence that war
crimes may have been commiCed.
Mike Kavanagh suggested that the UK should never have been arming repressive Saudi Arabia in the ﬁrst
place. The UK's military support for the Saudi regime makes us complicit in its wrongs. We all have blood on
our hands.
You can read more about our governments involvement:
A Shameful Rela'onship - UK complicity in Saudi State violence
www.caat.org.uk/campaigns/stop-arming-saudi/a-shameful-relaonship.pdf
Also Arming Repression The new Bri'sh imperialism in the Persian Gulf. Download
www.waronwant.org/media/new-report-uk-government-accused-arming-repression-persian-gulf
For nearly two years the government has refused to stop its immoral and illegal arms sales to Saudi Arabia –
despite overwhelming evidence that UK weapons are being used in violaons of Internaonal Humanitarian
Law in Yemen. This is a challenge we cannot ignore. Campaign Against Arms Trade is taking legal acon
against the UK Government to aCempt stop the arms sales.
In June 2016 the High Court ruled that CAAT could take the government’s decision to keep arming Saudi Arabia to a Judicial Review. This is a type of court proceeding in which the judges review the lawfulness of a decision or acon made by a public body. In this case the judges will be examining the lawfulness of the decisions made by the Secretary of State responsible for export controls. When the legal acon began, this was
the Secretary of State for Business, Innovaon and Skills. However, a>er a change to Government departments and their responsibilies in July 2016, it is now the Secretary of State for Internaonal Trade.
The case was heard by two judges in the High Court over three days on 7, 8 and 10 February this year. Judges
will consider whether the government’s decision to connue licensing arms sales to Saudi Arabia which may
be used in Yemen is legal. Judgment is expected 4 to 6 weeks a>er a hearing, but could be sooner, or later.
For background details and an up to date report see www.caat.org.uk/resources/countries/saudi-arabia/
legal-2016
This historic acon could stop the sale of weapons which are contribung to appalling human suﬀering in
Yemen and will expose the government's enre approach to arms exports. Opposion to change will be huge
The government has fought every step of the way to keep the arms ﬂowing to Saudi Arabia. Even now, it is
working to help arms companies secure further contracts with Saudi Arabia, for the same weapons now being used to bomb Yemen. And already, one senior Conservave MP has suggested that if the court ruled
against the Government and said the sales were against the law, then the law might need to be changed.
CAAT urges us to help build up irresisble pressure at this crical me.
Urgent acon:
Write to your MP today to make sure Parliament knows that as long as the UK keeps arming Saudi Arabia
we have blood on our hands.
If you are able to support the legal acon, and haven't already, please donate today.
Weapons made in the UK are being used in Yemen. Find out more and target your local arms supplier.
Sign and share CAAT peon. *ps://www.caat.org.uk/get-involved/act-now/peon/stop-arming-saudi
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Naonal Jusce and Peace Network 39th Annual Conference
SABBATH FOR THE EARTH AND THE POOR: THE CHALLENGE OF POPE FRANCIS
Friday 21 – Sunday 23 July 2017

The Hayes Conference Centre, Swanwick, Derbyshire.

Sunday, like the Jewish Sabbath, is meant to be a day which heals our relaonships with God, with ourselves,
with others and with the world.” (Laudato Si’ para 237) We live in a world where people and nature are more
o>en valued according to their economic capacity or usefulness to humans, rather than their intrinsic value as
God’s creaon. In order to be liberated from this commodiﬁcaon, consumerism and ulitarianism, the Sabbath reminds us to rediscover a sense of awe and wonder, to see the beauty in creaon and also in relaonships, especially with the poor and marginalised.
The conference will seek to: help us understand current realies; ﬁnd ways to live out and advocate a diﬀerent value system; and provide a space for creavity, celebraon and contemplaon.
More details of speakers etc. and for booking form to download www.justice-and-peace.org.uk/conference/

THE ROSEMARY READ BURSARY FUND
Not able to aCend conference this year? Maybe you could help someone else to have this opportunity by
contribung to this fund. In 2016 it raised £1,172 which enabled 4 families and 4 young volunteers to aCend
the conference. We would like to help more people in 2017. If we build up the fund as soon as possible before conference, we will have more certainty of what we can oﬀer; so donaons would be very welcome!
To make a donaon to the Rosemary Read Bursary Fund send a cheque specifying that it is for the bursary
fund to: The Administrator, NJPN, 39 Eccleston Square, London SW1V 1BX
Make a payment by BACS transfer to : Naonal Jusce & Peace Network, Sort code: 16-31-15
Account No 10089516 Put your name and BURS in the reference ﬁeld.
Please nofy the Administrator when you have done so at: admin@jusce-and-peace.org.uk
BREXIT
The European Parliament has the ﬁnal vote on Brexit. Amid all the confusion of the UK deparng from the European Union , the European Parliament we know for sure will pass a Yes or No on Brexit. In December 2016
the leader of the largest polical group in the European Parliament, Mr Manfred Weber said “The European
Parliament will have the last word on the Brexit agreement”. While the previous President of the European
Parliament said in December 2016 that, “MEPs could reject any outcome of the negoaons in the end, which
would result in the EU treaes ceasing to apply to the UK at the end of the two year period”.
So everyone in a EU country has the power to inﬂuence the outcome of Brexit. The European Informaon Bureau has selected four MEPs below from their list of 41 MEPs who are worth contacng. If you prefer to contact MEPs from the North West please refer to www.europarl.org.uk
Pivotal MEPs on Brexit
Ms Mercedes Bresso, MEP
mercedes.bresso@europarl.europa.eu
Polical Group - Socialists and Democrats, country Italy. [Ms Bresso is the Coordinator for her polical
group on the main commiCee dealing with Brexit, the
Constuonal CommiCee].
Professor Dr Danuta Hübner, MEP
biuro@danuta-hubner.pl
Polical Group - European People’s Party, country Poland [Professor Dr Hübner is the Chairperson of
the main commiCee dealing with Brexit, the Constuonal CommiCee].

Ms Mairead McGuinness, MEP
mairead.mcguinness@europal.europa.eu
Polical Group - European People’s Party, country Ireland. [Ms McGuinness is First Vice President of
the European Parliament]
Mr Guy Verhofstadt, MEP
guy.verhofstadt@europarl.europa.eu
Polical Group - Alliance of Liberals and Democrats,
country, Belgium [Mr Verhofstadt is the Chief Negoator for the European Parliament on Brexit]

John Huﬀ Director European Informaon Bureau

euro_bureau@hotmail.com
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CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS AT THE STATION!
Marian Thompson writes:
Conscripon was introduced in January 1916, targeng single men aged 18-41. Within a few months
conscripon was rolled out for married men.

keen to demonstrate their disgust of his
'cowardice'. Unabashed, he merely remarked that
a>er a while he had collected enough white feathers
with which to construct a fan.

To mark this centenary, in November 2016 an exhibion was put on in Marple Library. It was organised
by members of Stockport Peace Forum and the local
Quakers meeng. One member of the Peace Forum
who also comes to our Churches Together J & P
group found out about local conscienous objectors
and the J & P group paid for four A2 informaon
boards about them to be professionally made.

He with a fellow CO appeared before the Marple Tribunal in March 2016 for distribung a leaﬂet opposing conscripon. Ordered to pay a ﬁne they refuse
and were sent Pentonville Prison. On release Fenner
sll refused to be conscripted, so he was re-arrested
and despatched this me to the Tower of London. In
total he spent 28 months in various prisons. Not deterred by harsh treatment (including bread and water punishment) he connued to write in opposion
to the government. He spent the last eight months in
solitary conﬁnement.
Wring of his prison experiences Fenner noted: "The
Governor would summon me into his presence, and
instead of standing to aCenon I would say "Nice
morning, isn't it?". One had an extraordinary sense
of personal freedom."

They tell the stories of several local men who In
1914 could not support the war and would not voluntarily enlist for military service. When this became compulsory they sll refused and in March
2016 appeared before the Marple Tribunal .
The Non Conscripon Fellowship
Fenner Brockway, a 26 year old journalist moved
from London to Manchester in 1912 when he was
appointed sub-editor of the newspaper ‘Labour Elector’ the ILP paper based in Salford. As he enjoyed
walking in the countryside he and his wife Lilla took
rooms in Mellor (on the hill above Marple staon) .
In 1914 with the country at war and local lads volunteering to join up Lilla suggested Fenner wrote a
leCer in ‘Labour Elector’ asking all those who would
be opposed to conscripon to ‘band together’ and
contact him. They received over 300 replies and Lilla
took on the role of secretary of the Non Conscripon
Fellowship. In Spring 1915 they had many thousands
of members and Lilla moved to London to help set
up a naonal oﬃce.
When conscripon was introduced Fenner and 5 other local men ﬁrmly resolved
not to enlist in any capacity to
serve the war eﬀort. He was a
frequent recipient of white
feathers, handed to him by indignant young women

Finally being released from prison, some six months
a>er the armisce, Fenner returned to polical
aﬀairs with the India League, this me campaigning
for Indian independence. He also became chairman
of the No More War organisaon.
Between 1916 –18 6,000 Conscienous Objectors
were sent to prison. 35 received a death sentence
but were reprieved immediately and given a ten year
prison sentence instead.
As well as documenng Fenner’s paciﬁst warme
record with photos etc. the J & P boards also describe peace meengs violently broken up and hoslity from local churches. They challenge readers to
consider how they respond to paciﬁsm and war today.
The boards telling the Marple stories are now up in
the waing room in one of Marple’s staons. A>er
Easter they will go up in the waing room at the other Marple staon.

“TIME OUT ON TUESDAYS” March 14th; April 11th; May 9th and June 13th
An Ecumenical Quiet Day for everyone at The Convent of Our Lady of the Cenacle, Lance Lane, Wavertree,
Liverpool L15 6TW 10—4pm
Input and me for individual quiet prayer and reﬂecon. Cost £10
Tea & coﬀee provided. Bring your own lunch. For more informaon or to book: Tel 0151 722 2271
email: winniecenacle@mail.com
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THE SACRED CAROB TREE OF KHIRBAT AL-LAWZ
Every Tu B’shvat,
Today, the JNF website tells us:
on a hill just west of Jerusalem,
This site oﬀers many stunning walks in nature,
almond trees are blooming their white blossoms
where you can also see olive orchards and
down a rocky terraced hillside.
agricultural plots on ancient agricultural terraces.
Stone rubble is laced here and there along its slope – The two springs that emerge from the site serve as a
the only remaining traces of the village
reminder of an almost vanished Hebrew culture
they called Khirbat al-Lawz.
da'ng back thousands of years.
Here, as in the days of the ancient Israelites, irrigated
Not long ago this place was populated by
vegetable gardens grow alongside vineyards, olive
hundreds of villagers who grew
groves and almond orchards that need no ar'ﬁcial
olives, grapes, ﬁgs and tended farms
irriga'on and color the countryside green all year
with sheep and chickens.
round.
On the hillside there are two spring
called Ein al-Quﬀ that sent water
down ducts that led to a well
built into the hillside.
Generaon a>er generaon
the farmers of the region
would parcel and share this water
to grow their crops.
Every evening a>er work, it is said,
the men of Khirbat al-Lawz
would gather near a carob tree
in the village center
to talk, smoke, drink and sing
late into the evening.

Hikers today will surely not noce it,
but not far from these well groomed trails
you can sll ﬁnd the village center of Khirbat al-Lawz.
The spot is marked by an ancient carob tree
rising out of the thorns and dead grass –
bent and lted to the side, but sll growing.
According to the Jewish sages
it takes carob trees seventy years to fully bear fruit.
When we plant them, they say,
it is not for our own sake,
but for the beneﬁt of future generaons.

So this Tu B’shvat, think of a hillside
just west of Jerusalem
This life vanished forever on July 14 1948,
where the almond trees are blooming
when the Haganah occupied and expelled
down a rocky terraced hillside
the people of Khirbat al-Lawz during a military acon and a sacred carob tree grows sideways
known as “Operaon Dani.”
where a village center once stood.
The villagers remained in the nearby hills
Then close your eyes and imagine
hoping to return at the end of war,
the wind breezing through its leaves,
but soldiers from the Harel Brigade
whispering to future generaons:
forbade their return
you are not forgoCen,
on pain of death.
the me will yet come
for your return.
Soon a>er the Jewish Naonal Fund
built a thick forest of non-indigenous
evergreens around Khirbat al-Lawz
and the neighboring village of Sataf.

From Shalom Rav A Blog by Rabbi Brant Rosen
Posted on 6.2.2017

On February 9th , the UK Parliament overwhelmingly supported a moon to reaﬃrm the illegality of Israel’s
seClements. During the debate MPs from all pares condemned the latest Israeli government bill on seClements, its apartheid policies and called for a ban on seClement goods from entering the UK.
Although the debate reaﬃrmed the illegality of seClements, the government has yet to take the acon needed to end UK complicity. The demand for a seClement ban calls for measures to prevent seClement goods
reaching the UK and for companies and charies to be forbidden from funding seClements and
the infrastructure of the occupaon. See www.kairosbritain.org.uk/category/taking-acon/
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DIARY DATES
MARCH
1 ASH WEDNESDAY Pax Chris Liverpool will lead
a public walk through the city centre Gather at
12.45pm at St Luke’s Church, Berry Street, Liverpool.
Ends at The Law Courts
3 WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER prepared by
the women of the Philippines www.wwdp.org.uk
4 FAIRTRADE FUNDAY at Grosvenor Park Chester
Acvity zone 11– 4 see www.cheshiredec.org
8 INTERNATIONAL WOMAN’S DAY ‘Be bold for
change’ www.internaonalwomansday.com
Postcards from paxchrisi.org.uk 02082034884
10 CAFOD FAST DAY on Zambia see cafod.org.uk
14 TIME OUT ON TUESDAYS Liverpool Cenacle p.10
18 COMMUNITY SPONSORSHIP as part of the Syrian ReseClement Programme at LACE 10—12.30 see
p. 2
19 37th ROMERO MASS 11am Metropolitan
Cathedral of Christ the King, Mount Pleasant,
Liverpool L3 5TQ see page 3
22 WORLD WATER DAY www. unwater.org/
24 CAFOD QUIZ NIGHT 7.30pm in Our Lady’s Parish
Centre, Ellesmere Port Town Centre, with Fairtrade
refreshments provided at the interval. The entry fee
£3.00 for adults £1 for children. All money raised will
go to CAFOD’s Connect 2 Ethiopia project. More
details contact Tony Walsh on 0151 355 6419
25 WHAT CAN WE DO? Some praccal responses to
the refugee crisis. 10 30 am to 2 pm A conference
arranged by St Agnes J&P group, West Kirby, Wirral,
CH48 SDU . See page 2
to register: email
mgmacook@aol.com or tel 01516256512

30 MEETING WITH JOHN HOBSON, an ecumenical
accompanier who has served in the West Bank.7pm
at Quaker Meeng House, School Lane, Liverpool 1
A joint event with QPSW & PAX CHRISTI LIVERPOOL
Contact janharper1@yahoo.co.uk tel 07746919915
APRIL
11 TIME OUT ON TUESDAYS Liverpool Cenacle p. 10
16 EASTER SUNDAY
18 GLOBAL DAY OF ACTION ON MILITARY SPENDING demilitarize.org.uk
MAY
6 REVITALISING THE TOOLS OF ACTIVE NONVIOLENCE - exploring the work of the newly
formed Catholic Non Violence Iniave see page 7
Facilitated by Pat Gaﬀney 10-4pm. The Cenacle Retreat House, Tithebarn Grove oﬀ Lance Lane, Wavertree L15. Booking essenal contact Jan Harper
07746919915- email jaharper1@yahoo.co.uk
9 TIME OUT ON TUESDAYS Liverpool Cenacle p.10
10 CAFOD REFRFESHER DAY Meet other volunteers
from across the North West for encouragement and
inspiraon. St Brendan’s, 27 Cro>on Rd Liverpool
L13 5UJ Contact: Ged Edwards 0151 228 4028
email: liverpool@cafod.org.uk
14 –20 CHRISTIAN AID WEEK
JUNE
5 WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY unep.org/wed
13 TIME OUT ON TUESDAYS Liverpool Cenacle p. 10
24 “OUR COMMON HOME” Liverpool J&P Annual
Assembly at LACE p. 2

ADVANCE NOTICE: JULY 21-23 ANNUAL NJPN CONFERENCE “A Sabbath for the Earth and the Poor: The
Challenge of Pope Francis” Hayes Conference Centre, Swanwick see page 9
Liverpool Chair:
Jusne Silcock
Terry Phillips

Liverpool
J &P Fieldworker
Steve Atherton
J&P Oﬃce, LACE
Croxteth Drive,
Se>on Park,
Liverpool L17 1AA

Liverpool Oﬃce Secretary
Maria Hardacre
Tel: 0151 522 1081

Tel: 0151 522 1080

s.atherton@rcaol.co.uk

facebook.com/
jpliverpooljp
@liverpooljandp
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Editor of MouthPeace The opinions expressed in
Marian Thompson
37 Dale Road,
Marple
Stockport SK6 6EZ
Tel: 0161 427 7254
marianet@scali.co.uk

Shrewsbury
Secretary: Maura Garside
Tel: 0781 1679055
mauragarside@hotmail.com

www.archdiocese-of-liverpool.co.uk

Copy date for next issue
1/5/2017. Don’t forget to
send in reports of events
and dates for the diary

MouthPeace are the views
of the individual contributors or organisaons concerned and do not necessarily reﬂect those of the
Jusce and Peace Commissions of the dioceses of
Shrewsbury and Liverpool
Edited and typeset by
Marian Thompson
and printed at LACE

Liverpool
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