Justice and Peace
Issue 90 Summer 2015
Some thoughts of Archbishop Romero recognised as
Blessed Oscar Romero on May 23rd in El Salvador

Peace is not the product of terror or fear.
Peace is not the silence of cemeteries.
Peace is not the silent result of violent repression.
Peace is the generous, tranquil contribuon of all to the
good of all.
Peace is dynamism.
Peace is generosity.
It is right and it is duty.

I don’t want to be an an, against anybody. I simply want
to be the builder of a great aﬃrmaon: the aﬃrmaon of
God, who loves us and who wants to save us.
Beauful is the moment in which we understand that we
are no more than an instrument of God; we live only as
long as God wants us to live; we can only do as much as
God makes us able to do; we are only as intelligent as God
would have us be.
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Archdiocese of Liverpool Jusce & Peace Commission
Diocese of Shrewsbury Commission for the Promoon of Jusce, Peace & Social Responsibility

WHO IS MY NEIGHBOUR?
The Liverpool J & P Commission Annual Assembly Saturday 20th June
10 am—4 pm at LACE Croxteth Drive SeDon Park Liverpool L17 1AA
Are you feeling bewildered and isolated? Too many of us feel confused, ill-informed and helpless,
unable to answer the quesons ‘What’s going on in the world?’, ‘How did we get into this state?’ and
‘What can I do about it?’
This year we are opening up our assembly to anyone who feels the urge to be beIer informed about what’s
happening locally and overseas and who wants to be able to do something construcve in response.
Archbishop Malcolm McMahon will welcome us and lead the opening prayer.
Fr Tom Cullinan, who will talk about the scripture story of the Good Samaritan, has been inspiring us for years.
Steve Atherton the J&P ﬁeld worker will give a brief introducon to Catholic Social Teaching .
Jus1ne Silcock and Terry Philips from the J&P Commission will help us to explore noons of identy and of how we
decide who’s in and who’s out.
Paul Kyprianou, the local issues speaker, coordinated the recent ‘GeJng By?’ report that followed 30 families for a
year. He explains local issues in a simple and direct way. Not to be missed.
There will be a hot food provided. LACE lunch is always good.
James Trewby, the overseas issues speaker, works for the Columbans in the UK and has recently returned from
leading a group to study immigraon at the Mexico/USA border. He is one of the RC church’s go-to people for youth
experse.
Ten organisaons will oﬀer ways of responding and there will be chance to talk to any that catch your interest.
The day will end with ample me to meet people from your area to see how you can work together for acon and mutual support.
As always, there will be informa1on and other stalls.
It would help to know numbers so that we can organise enough food— contact Steve Atherton tel: 0151 522 1080
s.atherton@rcaol.co.uk There is a suggested donaon of £10 but no one will be turned away.
We hope you can join us.

THINGS WHICH MAKE FOR PEACE
Na1onal Jus1ce & Peace Network 37th Annual Conference
Friday 17—Sunday 19 July 2015
The Hayes Conference Centre Swanwick, Derbyshire
This conference will seek to idenfy the real threats to human security and how we can work
together to create a world without war.
Conference chair Pat Gaﬀney, General Secretary Pax Chris Brish Secon
Theological reﬂecons from Rev Dr Marb Poulsom SDB lecturer in Theology at Heythrop College.
Speakers: Prof Paul Rogers, School of Social and Internaonal Studies University of Bradford
Fr Edu Gariguez, a Filipino religious leader and environmentalist.
Making peace in the community—three women’s perspecves. JUST FAIR. Acvies for children and young people.
More details or to book 020 7901 486 www.jus1ce-and-peace.org.uk

ONE CLIMATE ONE WORLD
CAFOD’s latest campaign invites us to SPEAK UP about climate change for the LOVE of all our brothers
and sisters overseas. Climate change is the biggest threat to reducing poverty that exists today. We can make a diﬀerence
if we act together. Wednesday 17 June is an opportunity to meet our newly elected MPs at Parliament to show them
how much we care that climate change is pushing people deeper into poverty.
If you can’t manage to get to London for this lobby you can sll contact your MP before the crucial Paris conference negoaons in December. Register and ﬁnd resources on www.cafod.org.uk/Campaign/One-Climate-One-World
Also connue to Pray and Fast for the Climate on the 1st of each month: www.prayandfas.ortheclimate.org.uk/
h/p://opera1onnoah.org/what-we-do/year-of-prayer-and-fas1ng/
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Diocese of Shrewsbury Commission for the Promoon of Jusce, Peace & Social Responsibility
SEPTEMBER 26 CARITAS SOCIAL ACTION NETWORK ROADSHOW
Ellesmere Port Catholic High School
The Commission will have a stall and hope those involved in jusce and peace in the Diocese will aIend.
Advance noce: ADVENT REFLECTION December 6 at Wistaston Hall Crewe.

SEARCHING FOR THE COMMON GOOD
Steve Atherton writes:
Catholic Social Teaching, or CST for short, is oNen known as the church’s best kept secret. It is a disllaon of ethical
wisdom, going back to ancient mes, on how to be in ‘right relaonship’ with others. We ﬁnd it in the psalms, in the
prophets, in the gospels, in the church fathers and in the teaching of all the Chrisan churches. I’m happy to say that
it is most clearly expressed in the social teaching that comes from our church. It’s a giN that we can oﬀer to the rest
of the world.
I like to think of CST as being like the house that we live in that gives us protecon and security.
The roof - THE COMMON GOOD: The world is to be organised for the beneﬁt of everyone not just for the rich and
powerful. While it is possible to speak of the ‘common good’
of a restricted group such as a family or a local community, it
is inspiraonal when it means the good of all, a universal
good. I believe the drive in the scripture is to extend the vision
of who is included in God’s love. It might begin with Abraham
being called, but it ends with everyone being included. Our
faith calls us to work from an inclusive, utopian vision.
The house itself - HUMAN DIGNITY: Human beings are intrinsically valuable regardless of status, age, gender, health, ability, appearance or other variables. Our human dignity is
based on us being made in the image and likeness of God.
Our dignity includes our personal responsibility for our decisions and our acons: if society is to build up our human
dignity it will help us to take on as much responsibility as we
can manage for ourselves and for each other.
The founda1on stone - HUMAN EQUALITY: All people are of equal worth. Value is not a price tag, with some people worth more than others. One race is not worth more than another race; one gender is not worth more than another; the healthy are not worth more than the sick; the old are not worth more than the young; and so on.
The bedrock – PREFERENTIAL OPTION FOR THE POOR: This is the bedrock, the foundaon on which the house
rests. The least powerful members of society have to be protected but this is not just a maIer of us doing good to
them. The principle is one of empathy, compassion, fellow-feeling and mutuality. Everyone is included; no one is leN
behind. The rich need the poor as much as the poor need the rich. Indeed, without the poor and the weak it is hard
for the rich and the strong to recognise their own frailty.
The walls – SUBSIDIARITY & SOLIDARITY: Subsidiarity: people should be involved in decisions which aﬀect them
and those in power have a duty to let this happen. The powerful decision makers have to let go of some of their power. Recently, the Scots have been saying ‘Nothing about us without us.’
Solidarity: we are all in this together. We are the human family with a duty to care for each other in a real ‘my-lifedepends-on-you’ sort of way. (The Polish workers’ movement Solidarnosc was named aNer this principle.)
The other founda1ons – RIGHT TO LIFE: The protecon of human life is of primary concern. PARTICIPATION: the
right and duty to be involved in organising society. STEWARDSHIP: human beings have the ability to be reﬂecve and
have a duty to look aNer the world rather than abusing it. This generaon has to leave a world that is ﬁt to live in for
the next and subsequent generaons. ASSOCIATION: the right to gather in groups.
CST promotes personalism rather than individualism, i.e. we are responsible for ourselves but we are social beings
with responsibility for each other. There is no more important task in the current polical context than to bring ethics
back into the way we talk about the world.
See page 5

‘Jean Vanier and the L’Arche communies’
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NOSTRA AETATE: A RELIGIOUS REVOLUTION IN OUR TIMES
50th Anniversary
Marian Thompson writes:
On May 12, Rabbi David Rosen* came to the Town Hall in Manchester at the invitaon of The Council of Chrisans and
Jews. He addressed a very well-aIended meeng and then joined a panel with John Arnold, the Bishop of Salford, David Walker, the Bishop of Manchester and Rabbi Arnold Saunders from Higher Crumpsall Synagogue, to consider some
of the issues raised.
Background history
Nostra Aetate – In Our Times was a papal document that emerged from Vacan II and very much reﬂected its thinking.
Rabbi Rosen reminded us that although Chrisanity had emerged from Jewish roots, for most of the history of the
church, there had been hoslity towards the Jews. Second century Chrisan theologians felt the need to cut the ﬂedgling church oﬀ from these Jewish roots. Jusn Martyr suggested that ‘with their temple destroyed the Jewish people
were spurned and hated by God and his favour now rested on the church.’ This led in me to a demonizaon of the
Jewish people. For nearly two thousand years the church held the Jews in contempt and suggested they were in league
with the devil. It is ironic that centuries of Chrisan an –Jewish senments should lead to the ulmate tragedy of the
Holocaust, a pagan ideology. In 1904 Pope Pius X in audience with Theodor Herzl who was requesng a homeland for
the Jews told him: ‘The Jews have not recognised our Lord, therefore we cannot recognise the Jewish people’ arculang the dominant Chrisan idea that Jews were desned to wander the earth unl they recognised Jesus.
Of course not all Chrisan theologians thought like this and during the Nazi period many ‘righteous genles’ went to
great lengths, somemes even risking their own lives to save Jews. One such was Angelo Roncalli who between 1934
and 1944 was apostolic delegate to Turkey and Greece with an oﬃce in Istanbul. He helped many Jews escape by issuing them bapsmal cerﬁcates to allow them safe passage. Later as papal nuncio in Paris, aware of the link between
an-semism and the holocaust, he encouraged the UN to give the Jewish people the security of a homeland. In 1958
he became Pope John XXIII. Expected to be just a caretaker pope, he proved to be a true radical in summoning the
Vacan Council. He was determined to address the problem of Jewish Chrisan relaons and encouraged the wring of
the document Nostra Aetate. Unfortunately he died before it was promulgated in 1965.
‘In Our Times’ - A revolu1onary document
It allowed a community which had been spurned by the church for hundreds of years to be seen as loving and dear
brothers and sisters. It declared as wrong any aIempts to accuse the Jews collecvely of the death of Jesus. It aﬃrmed
that the Jews had not been rejected by God and their eternal covenant with God had never been broken. It insisted the
Jews were intrinsic to the very life of the Chrisan Church and condemned an-semism in any place or any me.
This paved the way for the Vacan eventually to recognise the State of Israel and for Pope John Paul II to visit Israel in
2000 where he was publically seen vising Yad Vashem and praying at the Wailing Wall.
Rabbi Rosen praised the Manchester Council for Chrisans and Jews for their work of dialogue, social acon and educaon since they were established in 1942. They were the ﬁrst Inter- Faith group in the city. But he was concerned that
there was sll much ignorance in both communies. He feared many Jews sll live in isolated groups and do not dialogue with modern Chrisans and so know nothing of their more tolerant aJtudes, dismissing all as ‘non-Jews.’ He
also wondered how far the people in the church pews were aware of Nostra Aetate and its revoluonary ideas.
The panel agreed that much more educaon was needed on both sides to understand our common roots. It was suggested biblical study together was helpful. Bishop David thought that as Britain was an old country – one of the oldest
in Europe, people didn’t understand divided loyales such as a Brish cizen with a loyalty to the Jewish worldwide
community as well. He felt there was a similar lack of understanding of Moslems. Bishop John wondered how many
Catholics were even aware of Nostra Aetate yet alone of its revoluonary nature. Rabbi Rosen indicated there was sll
a lot of work needed in the Jewish community where to aﬃrm the theology of another group was seen as rejecon of
your own group. The idea expressed earlier by Bishop David that we discover more fully who we are by engagement
with those of diﬀerent faiths to ourselves was a diﬃcult concept for Jews. All the panel agreed that social acon together helped understanding and allowed us to be true to our tradions.
* Rabbi Rosen is very qualiﬁed to talk on Nostra Aetate. Former Chief Rabbi of Ireland and a past Chairman of the Internaonal Jewish CommiIee on Interreligious Consultaons (a broad-based coalion of Jewish organisaons represenng world Jewry to other religions), he serves on the leadership of various internaonal interreligious bodies. He
received a Papal Knighthood in 2005 for his contribuon to Jewish-Catholic reconciliaon.
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AN OSCAR ROMERO EVENING
In March St. Winefride’s Parish held a Jusce and Peace event to celebrate life of Archbishop Oscar Romero,
thirty ﬁve years aNer he was killed while saying Mass, and two months to the day of his beaﬁcaon in San
Salvador. There was not a seat to spare in our Church Hall so a massive thank you goes to all who supported
the event. The evening started with a sung prayer on a theme dear to Romero’s heart. Our grateful thanks go to guest
speaker Margaret Lillis for a powerful account of the social role of CAFOD in El Salvador. Margaret set in context the
courage and sacriﬁce as Romero stood against oppression under the ﬁercest pressure and ulmately at the cost of his
own life. It was heartening to see how Romero’s personal tragedy lives on in a spirit of solidarity and endurance. The talk
made Romero’s legacy relevant today and showed why his beaﬁcaon means so much to Chrisans all around the
world, serving as an inspiraon to live our faith with acve support for dignity and jusce and echoing his own words
that ‘Peace is generosity, it is right and it is duty.’
Paulo and Catherine Lisboa

JEAN VANIER AND THE L’ARCHE COMMINITIES
Jacqui Lewis writes:
50 years ago, Jean Vanier, son of the ﬁrst Governor General of Canada, a former Canadian naval oﬃcer, theologian, philosopher and lecturer, visited an instuon for people with learning disabilies in France and was ﬁlled with
compassion for their isolaon and misery. As a result of
this, Jean bought a house in the village of Trosly-Breuil
near Compiègne and invited two men from the instuon
to live with him. “People with [learning] disabilies have
been among the most oppressed and humiliated,” he said.
“They were called idiots. But these are beauful people.”
In January, Together for the Common Good (T4CG) invited Jean Vanier to address a cross party gathering of MPs
and Peers at the House of Lords. Hosted by T4CG and L'Arche UK, it took place in the River Room and was tled:
‘Living together for the common good: why do the strong
need the weak?'
T4CG have described the common good as: “an ancient
tradion and at the same me a new approach that transcends the old divisions, where each person is required to
play a role and take some responsibility. The common
good is not possible without everyone involved. This is
well expressed in the real, lived experience of L’Arche
communies. Jean Vanier has shown a praccal way forward that has profound implicaons extending way beyond the disability sector”.
In this, his ﬁrst visit to the Brish Parliament, Jean Vanier
spoke of how society is impoverished if it fails to embrace
the giNs of the marginalised, and what the strong have to
gain by living in community with the weak. His insights
speak to the value of community living, not just for people
with disabilies, but for all of us.
In March, Jean Vanier was awarded the Templeton Prize;
which is one of the world’s largest annual awards given to
an individual who “has made an exceponal contribuon
to aﬃrming life’s spiritual dimension, whether through
insight, discovery, or praccal works.”
Jean describes the secret of L'Arche as being that it transforms the lives of those without disabilies as much as

those with them. "People who came to do good, discover
that the people with disabilies are doing them good:
they are becoming more human. And so, when those who
are moving up to the top through educaon meet those
who are at the boIom of society -there's a spark, and
both groups change.“
“People are healed and become more human as they enter into real relaonships with others. They then discover
that under all the feelings of stress, rejecon and humiliaon, they are someone! Those in need and those who
come to help are all being healed, and are all, together,
becoming more human. Our society will really become
human as we discover that the strong need the weak, just
as the weak need the strong. We are all together working
for the common good.”
The network of L’Arche communies has evolved into 147
communies in 35 countries. They are places of vibrant
welcome, belonging and celebraon, with a clear commitment to oﬀer people with learning disabilies the opportunies to live fulﬁlling lives, regardless of their disability
and a home where they will feel valued for who they are
and all we can learn from them.
In the UK there is a new community being developed in
Mold, Flintshire. This project is being developed as a
housing co-operave, the ﬁrst to involve people with
learning disabilies. The housing scheme will be an intergeneraonal mix of supported living for people with learning disabilies and rerement homes, where the two
groups will live in a spirit of mutual support and cooperaon.
L’Arche projects in the UK rely, for their governance on
local commiIees and the Flintshire project needs more
members, especially people with a housing, social care or
learning disability professional background. They are also
in need of a Treasurer.
If you feel you could help, or would like to know more
about this latest L’Arche project, please contact the Community Leader at: jacqui.lewis@larche.org.uk

Editor : There has been a L’Arche community in the Newsham Park area of Liverpool for a long me and more recently a
L’Arche Manchester community house has opened in Withington. See also Book reviews page 10
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WHAT IS HOMELESSNESS?:
Mary Hallam writes:
What is a home?
Many people only associate homelessness with sleeping on the streets , but it includes far more groups of people than
this. A home is more than a shelter. It is a place to which you have an emoonal link, where you can put down your
roots and thrive, and bring up a family. It is a self-contained unit where you are legally entled to stay and it must be a
safe place for you to stay. It needs to have proper venlaon, heang, sanitary ware, cooking facilies, and furniture.
Some rented accommodaon is damp, mouldy, cold with only a microwave to cook with. Tenants can have diﬃculty
making their landlords accountable and fear evicon as a consequence of complaining. A home also needs to have
links to community services transport, health, etc., and it needs to be aﬀordable. You can be legally classed as homeless
even if you have accommodaon to stay in – it can be temporary like a B & B.
Who is without a home?
1. Rough sleepers More men are rough sleepers , some are ex-prisoners or ex-forces . A report from St. Mungos found
that 73% or higher of homeless people report a health problem. More women are becoming homeless and presenng
serious addions. Services have tradionally been geared up for men but women’s problems can be much more complicated than men's. Prostuon can be one of them .
2. Households in temporary accommodaon Though you are housed for instance in hostels or B & B’s this is sll considered homelessness.
3. Those in overcrowded households e.g. Families wanng to move out of the parental home.
4. The hidden homeless Most of these are single adults. It is staying with family, friends, sofa-surﬁng. Families are also
in this group. They may leave accommodaon due to rent arrears or having poor condions that aﬀected their health.
Children of homeless families have to move schools oNen, and miss a lot of school. It is a very stressful way to live.
5. Households on Local Authority waing lists They can be with families, friends , in hostels, or a B&B
6. Migrants, asylum seekers and refugees. The smallest group of these is rough sleepers and with the ‘No Second
Night Out ‘iniave those leN are few but quite entrenched and resistant to change.
Groups 2-5 total about 3 million. For decades there has been a shor_all in building the homes that are needed. There is
a huge pent-up demand for both private and social housing. The rising populaon, partly from migraon, has added to
demand. The number of new houses completed in England in the 12 months to December 2014 was 118,760 . Of these
24,090 were social housing and in the stats since 2011 new social housing annually falls below 25,000. Most experts
agree that double these numbers need to be built. So for the 3 million homeless they will be unable to leave their temporary accommodaon and chaoc lifestyle. So what has caused them to be homeless?
Why are people homeless?
There are personal and structural issues and they overlap.
The main reason for homelessness is the ending of an assured short term tenancy agreement. Landlords in the private
rented sector want to beneﬁt from the rise in house prices and rents and this leads to tenants being unable to aﬀord the
higher rent and leaving the accommodaon.
The main personal reason is relaonship breakdown with family, partners or spouses. When a relaonship ends and a
couple or family split up they can be homeless. Single adults unable to tolerate living at home may become homeless.
Wanng to have your own home as an independent adult is a natural progression but it requires money, competence,
life skills and opportunies and many of those who are homeless do not at the moment have the skill set needed to be
ﬁnancially independent.
Jobs are hard to ﬁnd, many homeless people are unemployed and so have to rely on state beneﬁts. With beneﬁt changes a single 40 year old man I know living in the house where he was brought up is entled to £400 pm Housing Allowance but £56 due to the bedroom tax. There is no suitable smaller accommodaon available. Universal credit has resulted in an increase in rent arrears , which could lead to evicon and homelessness On a ght budget it is easy to get
into debt which is another problem for the homeless. I know of a hospital porter becoming ‘ intenonally’ homeless
because he gave up his house and did not want to get into debt. Scotland has removed intenonality from its homelessness criteria. People can also be homeless because of ﬂeeing violence or abuse.
In conclusion there are many categories of homelessness. Changes to the beneﬁt system, cuts in local authority budgets, and alteraons in entlements to state help with housing as well as the acute housing shortage makes things worse.
Mary Hallam is a member of Liverpool J&P commission with the brief on homes and homelessness and a regular at
Housing Jusce events. She volunteers at a homeless shelter in Warrington. Her stascs are from the government
source House Building Release Dec Qtr 2014

page 6

A DIVERTING EVENING IN CHESTER
Cheshire Asian and Minority Communies Council
(CAMCC) has for the past few years arranged a big gettogether to celebrate the diversity of cultures in the
Cheshire and Flintshire area. These gatherings have
evolved but tend to follow a similar paIern: a series of
short messages of support from a panel of local dignitaries, followed by a more substanal keynote speech from
someone further aﬁeld. The gathering then connues with
food and entertainment – Tandoori-style buﬀet, Indianstyle dancing displays, etc. CAMCC has good relaons
with the University of Chester and the gatherings take
place somewhere within the University’s expanding campus – this year at the Riverside Innovaon Centre, previously part of County Hall.
Recent keynote speakers have included Yasmin Alibai
Brown, and Bishop Michael Nazir-Ali. In April this year we
heard from Sir Peter Fahy, previously Chief Constable of
Cheshire, but since 2008 Chief of the Greater Manchester
Police. He plays a prominent role with the Associaon of
Chief Police Oﬃcers (ACPO), both on workforce development and race and diversity issues.
Born and brought up in London, Sir Peter referred to his
Irish background and his growing up in a strongly Irish
Catholic community, thus being immersed in the idea of
diﬀerent cultures in big cies. Now, he felt privileged to be
working in the cultural diversity of Manchester. It is said
that no fewer than 200 languages are spoken in the Greater Manchester area - this diversity being something to be
celebrated. He is a strong believer in the idea that a proud
feeling of being “Brish” can co-exist with a full expression
of one’s background culture – and in this connecon he is
very uneasy with France’s contrasng approach to being
“French” – banning the veil, etc.
He gave a candid assessment of the challenges of terrorism and radicalisaon, cing 9/11, the murder of Lee
Rigby in Woolwich and the Paris Charlie Hebdo aIacks as
varied examples of terrorist acon which fundamentally
aﬀected our outlook. The current challenge was repre-

sented by ISIS and the issue of “home-grown” terrorism.
Earlier, radicalisers had targeted already vulnerable and
persuadable people, but now with the chilling but skilled
use of social media we were seeing “brainwashing in bedrooms”, in other words, young people having easy access
to images and messages on social media, and being seduced by a misconcepon of Islam, and into believing that
Jihad was much like joining an adventure holiday.
The evil side of social media presented a real challenge for
parents, schools, youth organisaons – not least to understand the technology, what’s happening with it, and how
young people might be beIer safeguarded from its extremism.
He was concerned at the way right-wing extremists were
spreading fear among certain minority communies, his
own experience in Greater Manchester showing that this
was a real feeling amongst Jewish and Moslem communies – parcularly in the wake of the aIacks in Paris. He
referred to the recently-launched campaign “We Stand
Together” which aimed to counter hate crime and
strengthen community cohesion, and to the longerestablished programme on counter-terrorism, “Prevent”
which worked to stop people becoming terrorists or supporng terrorists.
He gave a local example of how contacts between diﬀerent communies can improve understanding and raise
awareness of common ground: people from his local
church in Northwich had met Muslims at their Manchester
Mosque and acknowledged similaries between the ﬁve a
day Muslim prayers, and the Chrisan prayers marking the
diﬀerent mes of day.
Concluding, Sir Peter declared his own outlook to be that
of “live and let live”. Greater understanding between
diﬀerent communies will not eliminate tensions, but will
help us to have “diﬃcult conversaons” in an atmosphere
of trust.
Bernard Payne

‘THINK FOR YOURSELF’
South London-born Humza Arshad , a Brish Muslim YouTube comedian, is working in partnership with the London
Metropolitan Police, delivering sessions in London schools to try and prevent the radicalisaon of Muslim teenagers.
His 15-minute ﬁlm: ‘Think for Yourself’ stars his popular ‘Badman’ character - a pasche of a ‘streetwise’ young Brish
Muslim - and explores the issues of extremism and the opportunies that exist to exploit feelings of alienaon among
such young people. Following the ﬁlm’s showing, students take part in open discussions with Arshad and the police
about the issues of radicalisaon and extremist views on the use of violence. The aim of the ﬁlm is to highlight the dangers of associang with quesonable groups or individuals, safeguarding oneself from extreme messages on the internet and how people can play upon grievances. There’s been increasing concern about the radicalisaon of young
Brish Muslims as several groups of teenagers have either travelled to Syria to join Islamic State (ISIS) or been stopped
en route. The government esmates that 350 Britons are ﬁghng for jihadist groups in Syria.
Watch the ﬁlm: www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yvn7YQethaI
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EMBRACE THE MIDDLE EAST
Marian Thompson writes:
On April 14 Neil Graham the ME (Embrace the Middle East) Regional manager South of England
came to talk to Marple Churches Together. He was a last minute replacement for Su McClellan
who was ill. Neil admiIed he had only been working for Embrace for a week! But previously he
and his wife had lived two years in Jordan and four in East Jerusalem where he had studied the
history of the area and been involved ﬁrst hand with some Embrace projects.
He started by giving us a brief account of Palesne/Israel history since the break up of the OIoman Empire in 1917, emphasising the areas that led to conﬂict and were the roots of the modern impasse in Palesnian–Israeli relaons.

Irreconcilable promises
In 1917 the Brish, hoping to gain Arab support, promised the Arabs a united state covering most of the Middle East. But
also in Britain the Jewish community were promised their own state in a leIer from the Foreign Secretary, Arthur Balfour.
This Balfour Declaraon oﬀered a naonal homeland for the Jews without impinging on the rights of the Palesnians. It
ought to have been clear from the outset that these were impossible irreconcilable promises.
With the collapse of the OIoman Empire Britain and France divided up the Middle East - Britain had Iraq and Palesne
and France had Syria and Lebanon.
In 1922, of 752,048 inhabitants in Palesne, 87.9% were Arab, including Chrisans, and 11.1% were Jewish. Some Jews
had been there a long me, but there was a big inﬂux aNer WW1. Between 1920 and 1930 there were 109, 940 Jewish
immigrants to Palesne.
In 1933 Hitler became German Chancellor – and there was rise in an-semism across Europe with all the pains of the
gheIos, the concentraon camps and the Holocaust. There were huge migraons of Jews to Palesne which caused Arab
anger and revolt against the Brish leading to civil war. Jewish terrorists were targeng the Brish i.e. The Stern Gang
who in 1946 blew up King David Hotel (the administrave centre) in Jerusalem.
By 1947 the Brish had lost control of Palesne and gave up, transferring the problem to the United Naons.
Paron was suggested with half the land going to Jews and half remaining with Arabs.
The Arabs rejected this proposal as they considered the whole of Palesne as their homeland, so it was impossible to divide it up. The Jews had nothing so accepted paron. Civil war broke out.

1948 Two stories
From the Arab perspec1ve: THE NAKBA - THE CATASTROPHE
Hundreds of thousands of Palesnians were driven from their homes and villages. There was an enormous refugee crisis.
Nowadays we might say the Jews were determined to ethnically cleanse the area.
531 Palesnian villages were destroyed, 750,000 Palesnians were displaced. Many Palesnians are sll in refugee camps
in Jordan and Lebanon but hold the keys and the deeds to their property in Palesne that was taken over by Jews. Today
it would be considered a crime against humanity.
It means that to this day any seIlement that does recognise the Nabka and give Palesnians back their villages and their
homes or oﬀer appropriate compensaon is doomed and will always be dismissed out of hand by the Palesnians. This
sll very controversial with the two sides telling two very diﬀerent stories.
From the Jewish perspec1ve: May 14th THE STATE OF ISRAEL WAS PROCLAIMED.
The Jewish story oNen does not
include the Nakba, instead claiming that the land of Palesne was empty and unculvated when the Jews started their
seIlement programme.
This triggered the First Arab- Israeli War. The Israelis were receiving support and arms from Britain and US. The Palesnians did not get all the help promised from the other Arab states so they were completely defenceless. As a result of an
armisce- Jordan was given East Jerusalem and the West Bank, Egypt gained Gaza and Sinai .
1967 June 5th start of the Six-Day War
Nasser in Egypt was becoming a hero of the Arab world aNer the 1966 humiliaon of the Brish over the Suez canal takeover. Egypan troops were collecng on the Sinai border. So the Israeli army acted and in 6 days destroyed the airforce
of Egypt, Syria and Jordan. As a result Israel took the Golan Heights, East Jerusalem, the West Bank, Gaza and the Sinai.
In November the UN Security Council adopted a ‘land for peace’ formula: Israel would withdraw from the land occupied
in return for the Arab countries recognising and respecng the State of Israel. This has been the basis of all subsequent
peace negoaons. The blame for repeated failure is put upon ‘the other side’.
With the recent building of Jewish seIlements and good roads for Jewish use only and the construcon of the separaon
wall, Neil thought it would be almost impossible now to form a Palesnian state and as there was seemingly no plan B
this was very bad news for both Israel and Palesne.
Connued on opposite page 9
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Neil went on to talk speciﬁcally about Embrace the Middle East (formerly called Bible Lands). He explained it was a Chrisan development charity tackling poverty and injusce in the Middle East by working in Educaon: schools, literacy, rehabilitaon; in Healthcare: hospitals, medical centres, outreach clinics and in Community Development: housing and infrastructures. It had always worked with Jewish believers and Palesnian Chrisans and Moslems concentrang on their
speciﬁc needs. By serving without prejudice Chrisans provide opportunies for reconciliaon between the communies.
For instance the Helen Keller school in East Jerusalem teaches 65 pupils who have varying degrees of visual impairment,
some having addional physical and learning disabilies as well. By being together the children (and their parents) learn
each others’ stories and small steps are taken to humanise ‘the other’ and share their hurts and pains.
Neil described his own experience of life in East Jerusalem. He said for the Palesnians’ life was becoming intolerable. The
cost of living was very high and they could only get very low paid jobs so they were having to live in increasingly crowded
condions. The right to return had been removed if they leN. But Arabs were steadfast and persevering and dug their
heels in when things became diﬃcult.
When quesoned about Embrace’s work for jusce, Neil admiIed they were not an advocacy charity.
For more about Embrace’s wide range of work see www.embraceme.org/
Later I was contacted by a friend who was disappointed with the evening – so much so that although she had come with
money to support them, she had decided to give it elsewhere. This led to an interesng discussion around the queson:
‘HOW SHOULD WE WORK FOR JUSTICE?’
We agreed there seems to be two sorts of jusce work.
The small scale which oﬀers service and hope to the few individuals and their families who receive. Embrace works in this
way, behaving justly in its inclusive approach. Life is made more bearable for some and understanding and reconciliaon
on a small scale are possible. The Helen Keller school menoned above is a good example of this. All this is good - rather
like the starﬁsh in the proverbial story! ( If you don’t know about this, Google ‘the Starﬁsh Story’!).
But does it in fact work against long-term jusce by propping up the exisng system? Are people receiving this support
walking a ghtrope? If they work for wider jusce in the polical system they might draw the aIenon of the authories
to the parcular work which helps them as for example the school which might then be closed down because of its inclusive nature. So is it safer to just focus on their own parcular needs?
The other type of jusce work, advocacy, challenges current polical and legal situaons and demands human rights for
everyone equally. It includes whole communies or countries aiming to bring about change for all. Such work can be
very demanding and me consuming and so if you are undertake this you can probably only focus on one issue – such as
Israel /Palesne.
Later my friend said she preferred to give her money to the Quaker Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme in Palesne
and Israel (EAPPI) which is monitoring, recording and reporng on what life is like for the Palesnians in the occupied territories on a daily basis and the abnormalies of the law relang to them. For her this is more eﬀecve in bringing about
jusce and peace for the Palesnians than outright challenging of the government and oﬀered more than Embrace,
which she saw as a scking plaster.

WEEKENDS AT AMMERDOWN
8 – 10 June In-depth Introduc1on to Enneagram led by Karen Webb The Enneagram is an ancient, extraordinarily accurate, model of human personality and spirit. Describing nine personality types and their interacons, it enables us to look
deeply into our own character, harmonise our daily lives and our relaonships, and understand our parcular best path to
growth.
3-5 July Be a Jew for the Weekend led by Peter Walters (Shimon Yaakov ben Avraham) who oﬀers an experience like no
other: the chance to taste what it is like to live as an Orthodox Jew for a weekend. Tradional prayers, Shabbat experience
and study of the word of God from a Jewish perspecve will be mixed with meditaon, guided reﬂecon, music and
channg… as well as a taste of some Jewish food.
10-12 July Jewish-Chris1an Dialogue Weekend: Visions of the Other led by Fiona Hulbert and Rabbi Mark Solomon Jews
and Chrisans have co-existed, oNen in great tension, for two thousand years. This weekend will explore some of the ways
in which we have seen and spoken about one another and learned, oNen without acknowledging it, from one another’s beliefs and tradions – and how we can create a more open dialogue for frui_ul co-existence in the future
For more informaon or to book a place go to h/p://ammerdown.org/
ring 01761 433709

email centre@ammerdown.org or
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SUMMER READING
FINDING MR GOLDMAN : a parable by David Rhodes
This a modern version of the familiar parable of Dives and Lazarus – the ruthless capitalist Mr Goldman being the rich man
who in me ﬁnds his wealth counts for nothing. As with his previous ‘Sparrow Story’ David Rhodes connues to be an imaginave story teller introducing us to some of the complexies of jusce and peace. Available from SPCK
www.spckpublishing.co.uk in paperback format or as an e-book.
Is it possible to create a more equal and less impersonal world? Two recent books look at some of the issues involved.
THE GREAT DIVIDE by Joseph E. S1glitz
Sglitz expands on the diagnosis oﬀered in his best-selling book ‘The Price of Inequality’ and suggests ways to counter this
growing problem. With his characterisc blend of clarity and passion, Sglitz argues that inequality in the west is a choice the cumulave result of unjust policies and misguided priories of neoliberalism. Published by Penguin.
Joseph Sglitz is University Professor of the Columbia Business School, and former Chief Economist at the Worldbank.
MORE HUMAN: DESIGNING A WORLD WHERE PEOPLE COME FIRST by Steve Hilton
Hilton suggests government, business, the lives we lead, the food we eat, the way our children are brought up, the way we
relate to the natural world around us have all become too big, distant and industrialised. Is it me to do something about it
and put to put people ﬁrst - to make the world more human? Published by WH Allen
Steve Hilton is co-founder and CEO of the American grassroots polical website Crowdpac, and former Director of Strategy
for David Cameron.
MENTAL HEALTH—THE INCLUSIVE CHURCH RESOURCE
With an introducon by Eva McIntyre and the theological reﬂecon by Jean Vanier and John Swinton,
the book has stories of lived experience. Paperback Price: £8.99
The Inclusive Church Resource book series is published by Darton Longman and Todd. As well as Mental Health, other books
in the series include Disability, Sexuality, Poverty, Ethnicity and Gender. There is a huge need for churches to be more inclusive. Most church leaders recognise this failing but lack the resources and understanding to eﬀect meaningful change. The
Inclusive Church Resources aim to educate, to reﬂect theologically and to provide praccal advice and guidance. Each book
contains ﬁrst-hand personal experiences of people from the marginalised group, a theological reﬂecon by Jean Vanier and
a resource secon containing addresses, websites and praccal advice on improving your church’s inclusivity.
TURN RIGHT AT THE TREE WITH A WHITE BAND
Joe Prendergast writes:
With these ﬁnal instrucons being followed we turned oﬀ the road and drove into a wooded area. There is Steve’s car
we must be at the right place! We parked the car and went towards the Ince Benet Monastery, through the door and up
the stairs.
“Hello and welcome!” said Fr Tom Cullinan “Put your stuﬀ down, have a cup of tea and when you’re ready come into the
long room and we will start.
The tle of the Retreat was “Ownership”, Fr Tom had given us a booklet entled Ownership this gave the views, through
the ages of Saints and Holy People, on ownership and how it has developed over this me.
ANer an introducon and explanaon of the aim of the retreat Fr Tom gave everyone a piece of paper and told us to
mark it with three symbols a bell, a candle and an exclamaon mark and then he gave us the reason for each symbol.
Bell;
something that sounds familiar, that you have thought of before.
Candle;
something that throws a light on what you’ve been thinking on.
Exclama1on mark; That’s a surprise, I’d never thought of it that way.
Then the use of the symbols on the paper became apparent as Fr Tom gave a talk and we wrote on our pieces of paper
words, themes and ideas that seemed to be appropriate to these symbols on the retreat theme!
And so, aNer the talk we divided into groups of four to discuss what we had heard and our interpretaon of many points
menoned in the talk. The theory behind the symbols was to allow the enre Retreaters to all make a relevant comment
and the quiet ones were able to make a valid point or two or seven depending on you! Each member of the three groups
was able to make their contribuon to the speciﬁc points raised during Fr Tom’s talk.
We enjoyed a shared lunch. Well, it was more like a shared feast. I think Fr Tom had made the soup out of neIles.
In the aNernoon we had some more quiet me and then talked about how we can respond to the result of the General
Elecon.
The good thing about having the retreat in a secluded woodland monastery were the great walks you could go on, the
silence and the mass at noon. I might have got the order of events a bit mixed up but that was probably due to the silent
contemplaon me in a wonderful natural seJng!
If you would like to go on such a retreat contact Steve Atherton.on 0151 522 1080
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DIFFERENT PASTS SHARED FUTURE Refugee Week 16-22 June
This year’s Refugee Week highlights the fact that many of the refugees coming to the UK are children and young people,
ﬂeeing danger either on their own or with their families. Refugee Week’s Chair, Refugee Council Chief Execuve Maurice Wren, said: “Refugee Week 2015 celebrates the role that Britain has played in keeping children safe from harm something everyone in Britain can be proud of. Our heritage of oﬀering safety to those in need is just as vital today as it
was in the past, with the on-going Syrian conﬂict fuelling the greatest refugee crisis of our me.”
“One young person who has been given a new start in Britain is 19-year-old Gulwali Passarlay who ﬂed Afghanistan in
2006. ANer a harrowing journey overland to reach safety and ﬁnd his uncle in the UK, Gulwali threw himself into life
here. He was shocked by the apathy of his fellow students and told his story to encourage them to take their learning
more seriously. Sll a student, he connues to campaign to improve the lives of refugees and young people. Gulwali,
who is studying polics and internaonal relaons at the University of Manchester said: “The UK gave me safety and
protecon which means everything to me. I hope that by telling my story, that I can help other children ﬂeeing war,
violence and persecuon.”
There are many ways that you can get involved in Refugee Week.

One is to aIend an event in your area.

June 15 for one day CONNECTED FAMILIES An exhibi1on of images and ﬁlms discussing refugee families
From 17:00 to 21:00 Free entry Venue: Twenty Twenty Two 20 Dale St Manchester M1 1EZ North West Organiser
Amy Lythgoe 07929 337837 www.refugeewelcometrust.org amy@refugeewelcometrust.org
21 June – 10 July ONE THING A new exhibi1on from Pod Collec1ve
Using photography and embroidery, this
exhibion from Pod Collecve focuses on collecve stories of the parcipants, in parcular their relaonship with their
belongings and the memories they provoke. Pod Collecve have worked with refugees, asylum seekers and nonrefugees in grassroots organisaons across Greater Manchester.
Venue People's History Museum LeN Bank
Manchester M3 3ER 10 – 5 pm Free entry
North West Organiser www.phm.org.uk/whatson/one-thing/
July 12 FESTIVAL 31 RADICAL LIVERPOOL MUSIC NIGHT 8—10.30 pm An evening of music and spoken word
Featuring Alun Parry, Michael Burns, Liverpool Socialist Singers, and open mic spots
Venue The Cross Keys 13 Earle St Liverpool L3 9NS. Free

THE REAL BENEFITS STREET
Whether you were tempted to watch the second series of ‘Beneﬁts Street’ on Channel 4 or deliberately
avoided it, Church Acon on Poverty invite you to look on line at their series of short videos where they
allow people they know on beneﬁts to explain their real situaons. This is part of the Close The Gap
campaign dedicated to tackling the root causes of poverty in the UK. “We have a vision of a fairer society with a narrower gap between rich and poor. “ see the videos on h/p://www.church-poverty.org.uk/

BUCKING THE TREND IN MAY
Bernard Payne writes:
At the General Elecon, City of Chester was in the posion of “bucking the trend”, changing from Con to Lab on a majority of 93, aNer a recount. In the local elecons Cheshire West & Chester Borough also went Labour, aNer several recounts.
The previous MP Stephen Mosley was a parishioner of St Mary’s Handbridge (C of E), the new MP Chris Matheson is a
parishioner of St Werburgh’s (RC). Chester World Development Forum, since its foundaon in 1993, has had the siJng
MP as patron. Over that me, Chester has swung from Conservave to Labour, Labour to Conservave, and now Conservave to Labour. Now, for the ﬁrst me in that period, we have an MP not on the government side. In the run up to
the elecon CWDF organised a very successful husngs on internaonal development issues, involving all four candidates. It was held at the University of Chester and chaired by a Forum member, Gill Miller, Programme Leader in Internaonal Development Studies at the University. It was well aIended and covered a good range of issues. With Chester
always being a fairly marginal constuency, we’d taken care to open conversaons with Chris Matheson as soon as his
candidacy was known. He aIended our “Food MaIers” conference in November 2013, and was invited to address our
Forum meeng in September 2014.
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
JUNE
Pray and Fast for the Climate -join other Chrisans who
are praying and fasng for a meaningful and just global
climate agreement at the UN climate talks in December
see page 2
9 South Liverpool J&P group mee1ng to connue
reﬂecng on ‘The Signs of the Times’ 7 – 9 at St Clare’s
Parish Centre, Rutland Avenue, Liverpool L17 2AU
15 Connected Families Exhibi1on see page 11
16—22 Refugee Week Local events see Page 11
17 A lobby of parliament on Climate Ac1on, P.2
www.cafod.org.uk/Campaign/One-Climate-One-World
20 ‘Who is my Neighbour’ Liverpool J & P Commission
Annual Assembly at LACE Croxteth Drive SeNon Park
Liverpool L17 1AA see page 2
22 Feast of St Thomas More This feast day is an opportunity to remember in prayer the many people worldwide who suﬀer in prison for their beliefs. Amnesty Internaonal: www.amnesty.org.uk Chrisans Against
Torture: www.acatuk.org.uk
26 UN Day for Vic1ms of Torture. Right to Rehabilita1on (R2R) has been chosen as the theme this year to
allow the The Internaonal Rehabilitaon Council for
Torture Vicms (IRCT) movement to showcase the vital
role it plays in ensuring as many torture survivors as possible have access to the rehabilitaon they need and
have a right to. IRCT oﬀer a range of resources including a
campaign guide, posters and logos, factsheets, a global
reading, and other materials: www.irct.org/our-work/
day-against-torture-on-26-june.aspx
JULY
1 Pray and Fast for the Climate see June 1
12 Sea Sunday
Seafarers are commonly recruited
from poorer countries where wages are lower. The
Apostleship of the Sea (AoS), the oﬃcial marime welfare
agency of the Catholic Church in Great Britain, reaches

Liverpool
J &P Fieldworker
Steve Atherton
J&P Oﬃce, LACE
Croxteth Drive,
SeNon Park,
Liverpool L17 1AA
tel: 0151 522 1080
s.atherton@rcaol.co.uk
Liverpool Chair:
Susan O’Halloran

Liverpool Oﬃce Secretary
Maria Hardacre
tel: 0151 522 1081
Maria is oﬀ work while
she recovers from surgery
following a severe recurrence
of her Crohn’s disease. She is
greatly missed.

Shrewsbury
Secretary: Maura Garside
mauragarside@hotmail.com
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www.archdiocese-of-liverpool.co.uk

out to seafarers that visit our ports each year, oﬀering
pastoral and praccal support and care.
12 Fes1val 31 Liverpool Music Night see page 11
17 – 19 ‘The Things that make for Peace’
NJPN annual conference at Swanwick. More details 020
7901 486 www.jus1ce-and-peace.org.uk see page 2
AUGUST
1 Pray and Fast for the Climate see June 1
6 & 9 70th Anniversaries of the ﬁrst use of atomic
weapons at Hiroshima & Nagasaki More informaon
and prayer resources from Pax Chris:
www.paxchris1.org.uk 020 8203 4884
SEPTEMBER
1 Pray and Fast for the Climate see June 1
13 Campaign against the Arms Trade Chris1an Network
Day of Prayer As the week of the London arms fair begins, join with Chrisan communies across the UK in
prayer and acon. h/ps://www.caat.org.uk/events
13 Racial Jus1ce Sunday This year’s theme - Hospitality and Sanctuary For All aims to prompt conversaon
and reﬂecon on the theme of hospitality and sanctuary.
h/ps://ctbi.org.uk/racial-jus1ce-sunday-2015/
21 September Peace One Day - An annual day of global
ceaseﬁre and non-violence is organised by Peace One
Day, a non-proﬁt organisaon that raises awareness of
peace issues. www.peaceoneday.org/global-campaigns
26 CSAN Roadshow Ellesmere Port Catholic High
School see page 3
ADVANCE NOTICE
26—31 October One World Week
www.oneworldweek.net
November to 11 December 2015: The United Naons
Climate Change Conference in Paris
6 December ADVENT RETREAT Shrewsbury Commission. Wistaston Hall, Crewe.
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