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REMEMBER SOUTH SUDAN
While agonising about the many needs in the Middle East, we may have overlooked the plight of South Sudan.
Now three years since it became independent on 9 July 2011, the world’s newest country is facing a humanitarian
catastrophe. Four million people – a third of the populaon – are in urgent need of aid. South Sudan was already one
of the world's poorest countries when, at independence, more than 400,000 people returned adding enormous pressure to already over-stretched public services. Then in December 2013 ﬁghng broke out between South Sudanese
government forces and rival polical facons. This conﬂict has forced more than 1.5 million people from their homes.
With many people already facing severe food shortages, the United Naons and President Salva Kiir have both
warned that there could be famine over the coming months.

Sunday 9th November CAFOD Social A6ernoon Fundraiser in aid of South Sudan
at 2pm St Michael’s Irish Centre, Boundary Lane, Liverpool L6 5JG
CAFOD is providing food, water and essenal household goods to people who have returned or been displaced by
ﬁghng. They are also promong jusce and peace, tackling the spread of HIV and AIDS and providing clean water
and educaon. In the UK, CAFOD is campaigning for the Brish government to help maintain long-term peace and
development in South Sudan.

THE JOY OF THE GOSPEL
Stephen Cooke from Liverpool Archdiocese reports:
On 10th May 2014 I a:ended The Naonal Jusce and Peace Network (NJPN) AGM and Open Networking
Day at the CAFOD oﬃces in Southwark, London.
The morning session saw a talk by David McLaughlin who is a Senior lecturer in Theology at Newman University; called
“Our Response to Pope Francis’ call to be ‘a Church for the poor’”, it was based around the apostolic exhortaon Evangelii Gaudium (The Joy of the Gospel). The talk was well received. A very interesng discussion followed, in which the
papal document was called “the most excing thing to happen to the Church since Vacan II”. The meeng was encouraged by Pope Francis’ call to undertake work for jusce, peace and the integrity of creaon (JPIC).
McLaughlin menoned that the Virtual Plater website is an excellent resource for exploring the Church’s Social Teaching
from where links can be made to other places, such as the Catholic Social Teaching website, which is a LiveSimply iniave. It picks up on the themes of Human Dignity, Community & Parcipaon, Care for Creaon, Dignity at Work, Peace &
Reconciliaon and Solidarity & Subsidiarity.
www.virtualplater.org.uk www.catholicsocialteaching.org.uk
The aFernoon session saw an opportunity for sharing upcoming events, which included about 25 diﬀerent events across
the country.
The NJPN Environment Working Group then menoned “Creaon Time”, which runs from 1st September ﬁnishing on 4th
October, the feast of St Francis of Assisi. (see Page 10) . The Columban JPIC urged everyone to view and use the new DVD
resource and booklet ‘Conﬂict and Climate Change’ which is suitable for adult groups and older schools’ groups.
The meeng ﬁnished with thanks to Anne Peacey of the Hallam Diocese who stepped down as NJPN Chair at the meeng
aFer six years and she was warmly applauded for her service.
NB: The next NJPN Open Networking Day is on Sept. 20th 10.30am - 4pm at St William of York, Forbury
Road, Reading, Berks RG1 3HW This includes a presentaon by the CAFOD group, St John Bosco parish,
on ‘Becoming a LiveSimply Parish’.
More details on www.jusce-and-peace.org.uk

Pope Francis's Vision for the Church

(Evangelii Gaudium)

Saturday 4th October 2014

11 a.m. to 2.30 p.m. at St Agnes Church, Darmonds Green, West Kirby, CH48 5DU
The speaker will be Brian Davies, who, aFer a career in adult and Higher Educaon and as CAFOD's
former Head of Educaon, has been involved in Jusce and Peace acvies and reﬂecons on Evangelii
Gaudium in various parts of the country.
The event is free and includes tea and coﬀee. You are asked to bring your own lunch. To register an interest, please
email mgmacook@aol.com or leave a message on 0151 625 6512.
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‘DWELLING IN GOD WITH NO BOUNDARIES’
From a talk given by John Philips at the Archdiocese of Liverpool J & P Annual Assembly on July 12th
‘Nothing in life is simple, much as we want things to be so, and worse, the more serious the ma:er the simpler we
want it to be. The origins of the First World War are a good example of this. Nothing can be more serious for a government than a decision to go to war.’
John Philips then suggested:
‘The origins of World War I are both complex and uncertain. They derive from very many diﬀerent points of view - and
therein lies the rub: for many people, the causes of the war depend on the point that they are viewing it from’ i.e.
where they (you and I ) are standing on the map of Europe. ‘For instance, if I am standing in Germany, I can see myself
surrounded, encircled by hosle countries. I might think it only a ma:er of me before their ganging up on me turns
into war. I know their military power is growing, Russia's military growth is due to surpass Germany's in 1916. I had
be:er act before that - get my retaliaon in ﬁrst, before it is too late. So the sooner the be:er while we sll have a
chance of victory. The cause of my going to war? Encirclement: The threat I perceive from those around me.’
‘If I am standing in Britain, I can see those connental states causing trouble for themselves. I could stay in splendid
isolaon from them but any falling out, or worse, any war, is bound to have repercussions for my country. I just want
things to stay peaceful and for there to be a nice balance of power between all the naons. However, one thing can
lead to another, so if li:le Belgium falls, France will be next, and then I will be leF on my own. I'd be:er not stay out of
things. I need to support my friend in the entente. Cause of the war? The need to maintain a balance of power. I could
even argue I was ﬁghng for the defence of small naons like Belgium.’
In 1914 Germany, Austria-Hungary, Russia, Britain, France all had diﬀering perspecves and moves.
‘But suppose you do not buy the idea of the war being caused by countries having no intenon of their own to start a
war, only geRng dragged in as a ma:er of self preservaon, or honour. Suppose you have a cynical view of polics
and internaonal relaons, that policians ﬁnd very good reasons for doing themselves a good turn, that they crave
power and that power corrupts. Well, you can ﬁnd grounds for that point of view. There were more than a few Brish
cabinet members who thought a li:le war might take everybody's mind oﬀ what was going on in Ireland. And Ireland
was threatening to break up the United Kingdom. Then there were the old Prussian Junkers who thought Germany
needed a li:le war to deﬂect the social democrats who were gaining ground in the elecons. There were no elecons
in Russia, but a foreign enemy was needed to unite the increasingly troublesome peasants in defence of mother Russia. You could take a line that the policians were quite capable of sending the common people to ﬁght in a war that
would preserve their hold on power.
But suppose you can rise above all these naonal rivalries and polical anxiees. Suppose you can ﬁnd some detachment, or some objecvity, where can you can ﬁnd the causes of the First World War? Look at the system of alliances
casng Europe into two camps; or look at the build up of armaments on the connent; or look at the map of Africa
where imperial rivalries are ba:ling over exploing cheap labour and resources. Or even as A J P Taylor argues, look at
railway metables where aFer mobilisaon, soldiers on trains going in one direcon have to keep rolling because
immediately behind are the trains with the guns, the trains with the horses, the trains with the ammunion, trains with
provisions. Turning round is almost impossible.
Over the last 100 years policians have fallen out over the causes of the First World War, so have the historians. ‘There
are lots of compeng and contested explanaons for why war broke out in 1914. Life then is not as simple as we would
like it to be. Iris Murdoch in her philosophical work, the ‘Sovereignty of Good’, said that to ﬁnd meaning we have to
travel from the simple to the complex, life is too complicated for it to be explained by simplicies. But signiﬁcantly she
concluded, that we have then to return to the simple. If we dwell in complexity we will not act - there will be paralysis
by analysis.’
‘The origins of the First World War are complex and contested. What we can try to do however is to appreciate our
own and diﬀerent points of view, how as diﬀerent people we can look at the same thing and see something quite
diﬀerent. And from these diﬀerent points come the views that are incomplete, that are misleading and mistaken, and
that most terribly, can lead to war between us because we think other states want to ﬁght us, or threaten us, or that
war can solve our problems.’
‘A cynic might argue that the only thing people learn from history is that people do not learn from history. 2014 gives
us a powerful chance to learn from history. ‘
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‘CALLED TO LIFE IN ALL ITS FULLNESS : accep=ng the responsibility of our bap=sm’
Swanwick Na=onal J & P Conference 2014
Marianne Sco2 writes:
“You’re an adult now” they keep saying. No more colouring in rainbows, playing team-building games or singing
around a guitar at circle me (though the la:er did happen in the bar!). No, this me I was here to listen to the varied
messages of the speakers and take part in the workshops looking at serious issues we must consider as we strive for
jusce and peace.
I was pleased to see so many leading women speaking at the conference as I feel that it is important for young girls to
have role models to look up to. As I listened to them, I was inspired by their journeys and the experiences that they
described. From Gemma Simmonds’ talk about how we can all be priests of the laity, to Mary Colwell’s presentaon on
how and why we should do something about pressing environmental issues (made somewhat dramac by the thunder
and lightning!), they made me feel empowered and taught me that everyone, no ma:er how small, can do something
to make a diﬀerence.
I found that being involved with the main programme, I got to talk to a wider variety of people. I parcularly enjoyed
discussing the issues of food security with a well-travelled group, including Bishop Timothy Ranji from Kenya who provided a true insight into the struggles of farmers in the current economic climate.
Overall, the experience has been a fulﬁlling one and I will take away from it newfound friends, good memories and
fresh ideas on how I can change to work for a more just world. I guess it’s not so bad being a grown up aFer all!
Stephen Cooke writes:
On the weekend of the 18th to the 20th July I a:ended the Naonal Jusce and Peace conference
at The Hayes Conference Centre in Swanwick. This year the conference was chaired by Revd
Ruth Gee who served as President of the Methodist Conference 2013/2014.
The ﬁrst speaker was Gemma Simmonds CJ, who is Senior Lecturer in Pastoral and Social Studies
and Theology at Heythrop College and is a chaplaincy volunteer at Holloway Prison. She gave a
very interesng talk on “the Priesthood of the Laity” and spoke about her experience as a chaplain and how we are all called to be “Priest, Prophet and King”.
The next speaker was Claire Dixon OBE who is “Head of CAFOD’s Lan American and Caribbean
Team” and spoke on the theme of “Prophec witness – Lan American Experience” . For her
moving talk she drew on over 30 years of experience of working in Lan America, mainly with
CAFOD. She spoke of Prophets such as Archbishop Oscar Romero and Dom Helder Camara, and
how they believed in “preferenal opon for the poor” and how these prophets have inﬂuenced Pope Francis.
The third speaker was Mary Colwell, who is an award winning TV, radio and internet producer and who currently produces the Shared Planet show on Radio 4. She gave a talk on the theme of “Looking for Hero (but me is running out)”.
She spoke passionately about how we need to look aFer the planet, and God’s creaon. She gave many examples such
as shoong of migrang birds in countries such as Malta, and issues such as overﬁshing and an increasing level of meat
eang. She said, “I know I am preaching to the converted when I say it is being true to our bapsm to care for the life
and landscapes that make up planet Earth”. There were many thunder claps during her talk, and her talk ended with a
perfectly med thunderclap and temporary loss of lighng.
The full transcript of her talk is available at www.indcatholicnews.com/news.php?viewStory=25210
The ﬁnal speaker was Sarah Teather MP, whose current role as a Lib Dem MP, is chair of the All-Party Parliamentary
Group on Refugees. She will be stepping down at the next elecon aFer 11 years as the MP for Brent Central . She
spoke about life as an MP, with a parcular focus on immigraon issues. She described as “awful” Britain’s block on
refugees from Syria being given sanctuary in Britain. “Just 50 refugees from Syria have been rese:led in Britain, and
there are only 4,000 Syrian asylum seekers ; meanwhile, 2.8 million people have been accepted into countries neighbouring Syria, such as Jordan”. All 4 speakers received great applause from the audience.
There were 16 interesng workshops on oﬀer on a range of themes including Fairtrade, Prison Ministry, Palesne: Time
for Acon, Water, Removing the Safety Net, Progressio and ACTA.
There was also an impromptu prayer vigil for Gaza, organised by Pax Chris and Kairos Britain on Saturday night, where
over 80 people joined together to pray for peace in Palesne.

page 4

MORE IMPRESSIONS OF SWANWICK 2014
From two young people who joined the Y Kids group at the Conference:Jonathan Peel (age 10) writes: In Jusce and Peace we had lots of fun including a water ﬁght.
We learnt about Jessica Joy Rees who had a brain tumour when she was 11. When she was able to leave hospital she
found out some children couldn’t go home, so she made ‘joy jars’ by puRng toys/sweets in jars as giFs for them. She
made 3,000 before she died and they are sll being made today.
We also learned how important toilets are. Every me we went to the toilet we had to put some money in a collecng pot. We told all the adults to do this and we managed to raise £85.02 but we only needed £62.00. The money
went to teach people in South America and Africa about safer toilets and how to build them.
On the last day we went into a big assembly hall to talk about it to all the guests at Jusce and Peace.
Caitlyn Mawhinney (age 8) writes:
In Jusce and Peace we learnt a lot about Ryan. Ryan was a boy in 1999 raised a lot of money to build a well in a primary school Uganda. He did this because in school he heard that it is very important to have clean water and that some
countries don’t. He decided that he would ride his bike around the park a couple of mes and ask people to sponsor
him. Ryan did it, he raised enough to build a well and he got on the news. His charity work didn’t stop there. In 2001 he
had his own charity called Ryan’s wells and helped around 800 wells to be built and you can help by donang. *
We ﬁnished the day by having a barn dance.
Editor: Thanks to Kath Keegan who sent these in. She comments that Jonathan and Caitlyn thoroughly enjoyed themselves and are looking forward to going again next year! More details about Toilet Twinning on page 11
* See www.ryanswell.ca
Marian Thompson oﬀers some comments from her notebook :
Claire Dixon:
‘Prophets speak of what God has put
into their hearts inspired by the Holy Spirit. They are
‘microphones of God’ (Oscar Romero) who, even under
threat, will speak the truth to power.’
Claire menoned the Pact of the Catacombs which was
new to many people at conference. On November 16,
1965, close to the end of Vacan II, around 40 conciliar
Bishops met at the Catacombs of St. Domila to sign a
semi-secret pact intended to do away with the richness,
pomp, and ceremony in the Catholic Church. The names
of the Bishops present are not known.
Claire felt that Pope Francis who had been formed in
La=n America by his words and deeds today was subscribing to this church of the poor.
Mary Colwell: ‘The threat from climate change is huge –
but doing what we can to get to grips with climate
change is not doing the environment. There are many,
many more issues that are having impacts on people
physically and spiritually, such as overﬁshing, misuse of
fresh water, plasc polluon, destrucon of habitats,
exncon of species, the pollinator crisis and so on. Yet
these are largely side-lined by environmentalists and I
am at a loss to know why.‘
‘The natural world is not a resource but a gi6.’
James Trewby, a Columban J & P
Educaon worker - one of the witnesses. ‘Faith and ac=on is a messy
rela=onship’

Gemma Simmonds:
All Chrisans are bapsed to be
priest, prophet and king. In the church priests are ordained
to be channels of the sacraments for the laity. The laity
take the ordinary factors of life ( marriage, work etc.) and
turn them into signs of God’s love and presence in the
world.
Transformaon of the Cross: the cross you choose is not
the cross. But we are not just transformed by the cross
but by the posives of life: friendship, encouragement,
kindness, love.
Sarah Teather MP: ‘I was bap=sed as a baby with water
but my ﬁrst surgery with my cons=tuents was a bap=sm
of ﬁre. These were women who had suﬀered greatly in
their own countries and were waing for a woman MP to
listen to their stories’.
Sarah urged the conference to have understanding, compassion and mercy for our MPs who like everyone else have
a mixture of good and bad moves. We can help by nourishing in them a greater world vision. She urges us to have
conﬁdence in our message but remember ‘it is not just
what you say but how you say it. It is not enough to do
something if you brutalise people along the way’.
Listening to the stories of those who had been brutalised
Sarah said ‘there I found Christ’. She encouraged us to see
the priest, prophet and king in the person facing us and to
encourage them to grow.

Revd. Ruth Gee, a Methodist minister who had very ably chaired the conference, concluded by movingly reminding us to remember other Chrisans
who share our passions: ‘In working towards the kingdom, we can do it best
together’. To which, as a member of an ecumenical J & P group, I would add
a ﬁrm ‘Amen’.
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REPORT FROM HAITI
From Shelia Cogley
I’m wring this on one of Hai’s naonal holidays, ‘Fet de Drapo’, (Celebraon of the ﬂag). The Haians are a very patrioc people and proud of the fact that they were the ﬁrst colonised and enslaved country successfully to rebel against
the colonisers, in their case the French, in 1804. Their ﬂag is actually parally based on the French ﬂag but, signiﬁcantly
with the white strip taken out!!
I’ve now been in Hai for 8 months. I am working for a charity which is not well known in the UK, NPFS (French for ‘Our
li:le brothers and sisters). The main aim of the charity is to care for orphaned children and those whose parents cannot
look aFer them but the branch I am with runs projects for children and adults with disabilies. I am in Kay St Germaine
School (for 100 children with learning and physical disabilies) in Port au Prince.
It is hard to know where to start as there have been so many new experiences (good and bad). My ﬁrst impression as
soon as I walked through the door of the school was the very high rate of cerebral palsy here among the children( 60% of
the children in our school). This is because of mothers’ malnutrion during pregnancy, and shortage of good care before,
during and just aFer birth. The school has wheelchairs and walking aids for those children who need them, oFen
adapted here, for example a car seat within an adult wheelchair can be very comfortable for many of the children. However, for the children with a signiﬁcant disability, who in the UK would have specially made chairs, they just aren’t adequate.
One of the things which will always stay with me is the sight of mothers, and oFen fathers, brothers and sisters and
grandparents, carrying their child to school or to the point at which they can get on the school bus because they have no
wheelchair at home. It would not be much use even if they had one as the roads and pavements, even if tarmacked, are
very uneven and full of dangerous holes. Some children who in the UK would use wheelchair-accessible transport door
to door are carried on the ‘tap taps’ (very crowded pickup trucks) or even on the back of one of the many motorbikes
which are the only taxi service in Hai. I am told parents oFen get ridiculed by other passengers for bothering to take a
disabled child to school.
It’s not surprising then that in the class for the older children there are none with more than a relavely slight physical
disability, because as the child gets older it becomes impossible for them to be carried to school. But the commitment of
the parents to get an educaon for their children is huge, they are enthusiasc for them to progress and many a:end
the sessions laid on by the school to improve their knowledge of how to assist their children. The project includes a small
craF workshop where some of the mothers work, earning a bit of money for themselves and for the charity.
The children impress me with their determinaon to walk if at all possible, despite the number of mes they fall over.
The school also provides a meal each day, important in a country with such a high rate of poverty and malnutrion. The
physiotherapy services run by our charity too are very good, both for the children and for the many stroke paents, another condion of which there is a high incidence in Hai. Ironically one of the ‘posives’ to come from the earthquake
is the physio services as many physiotherapists who came to assist injured people stayed or they return for a period each
year.
My job reminds me very much of the Day Centre where I started my career in Liverpool 40 years ago: some resources
but not nearly enough, so we made our own; large groups, so we did the best we could; very li:le training, so we learned
on the job from more experienced staﬀ; a society which sll had very negave views of people with a disability so we
worked in numerous small ways to challenge prejudice and inch towards inclusion. I am one of three volunteers at the
school who provide support and training for 8 teachers and 8 assistants. In Hai there is no training at all for teachers of
children with learning disabilies, but our school is now providing the ﬁrst steps towards a training programme, consisng of advice in classrooms, in-service training days and wri:en suggesons on how to use the materials we produce
ourselves using the internet and a laminator, not only to our own staﬀ but to several other schools/orphanages. A nun
from Italy runs services in the rural area of Northern Hai, providing support in the outlying provinces for 700 disabled
children and adult, and she too has been a:ending the school for our training sessions. My colleagues tell me the teachers have made good progress in the past 18 months and the children now have a be:er educaon and a more varied
programme of acvies.
St Damien’s children’s hospital is just down the road from us. It’s one of the best in the country and is free but sll families must stay with each child to provide food and care for them. I haven’t been there yet but am told many of the children are in a bad way, ill and malnourished when they come in and so sadly the death rate is high. There are hopeful
stories too though, an American volunteer here has the job of arranging for children with cancer to go for radiotherapy
in the Dominican Republic and lives are saved.
Connued on page 7
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Pope Francis’s secrets to happiness
First published in the Argenne paper ‘Viva’ in July 2014
1. “Live and let live.” Everyone should be guided by this principle, he said, which has a similar expression in Rome with
the saying, “Move forward and let others do the same.”
2. “Be giving of yourself to others.” People need to be open and generous toward others, he said, because “if you withdraw into yourself, you run the risk of becoming egocentric. And stagnant water becomes putrid.”
3. “Proceed calmly” in life. The pope, who used to teach high school literature, used an image from an Argenne novel
by Ricardo Guiraldes, in which the protagonist — gaucho Don Segundo Sombra — looks back on how he lived his life.
4. A healthy sense of leisure. The Pope said “consumerism has brought us anxiety”, and told parents to set aside me to
play with their children and turn of the TV when they sit down to eat.
5. Sundays should be holidays. Workers should have Sundays oﬀ because “Sunday is for family,” he said.
6. Find innovave ways to create digniﬁed jobs for young people. “We need to be creave with young people. If they
have no opportunies they will get into drugs” and be more vulnerable to suicide, he said.
7. Respect and take care of nature. Environmental degradaon “is one of the biggest challenges we have,” he said. “I
think a queson that we're not asking ourselves is: 'Isn't humanity commiFng suicide with this indiscriminate and tyrannical use of nature?'”
8. Stop being negave. “Needing to talk badly about others indicates low self-esteem. That means, 'I feel so low that
instead of picking myself up I have to cut others down,'” the Pope said. “LeFng go of negave things quickly is healthy.”
9. Don't proselyse; respect others' beliefs. “We can inspire others through witness so that one grows together in communicang. But the worst thing of all is religious proselysm, which paralyses: 'I am talking with you in order to persuade you'. No. Each person dialogues, starng with his and her own identy. The church grows by a2racon, not proselysing,” the Pope said.
10. Work for peace. “We are living in a me of many wars,” he said, and “the call for peace must be shouted. Peace
somemes gives the impression of being quiet, but it is never quiet, peace is always proacve” and dynamic.

Report from Hai= connued from page 7
I have so many stories to tell it’s hard to choose, but the saddest is probably at the children’s hospital, St Damien’s,
next to our school. Fr Rick, a Passionist priest / doctor says a mass there most mornings to which I somemes go.
OFen they are funeral masses for the children who have died the previous night in the hospital or adults from nearby
St Luke’s. If they have no family, or if the family can’t aﬀord to bury them, Fr Rick takes responsibility for them. Yesterday it wasn’t a funeral but we heard a man and woman wailing in the grounds because their son had just died. It really
brings home to you what high infant mortality means. 138,000 children die in Hai each year from preventable illnesses, 1 in 10 Haian children die of malnutrion.
By and large the world takes a dim view of Hai. What springs to the minds of most people is: earthquake, hurricanes
and corrupon. The earthquake four years ago killed 220,000 and injured 300,000, recovery was slow and further hampered by hurricanes and ﬂoods. On the way to work we pass one tent se:lement where people live on the edge of a
steep dried up river bed in homes that are a mixture of patched tents and corrugated iron. But colleagues who have
been here from the me of the earthquake now speak very posively of the progress that has been made in the last
two years, with many more people rehoused. (89% of the homeless according to Oxfam)
Although very oFen frustrated by corrupon, restricted opportunity and the vicious circle of poverty, the Haian people are hardworking, opmisc and very proud of their history and culture. I will conclude with a quote from an elderly
Haian woman speaking just aFer the earthquake about the survival of the statue which symbolises Hai ‘Neg
Mawon’ (the free man), “ … the free man is sll standing, he will never be broken’ (Paul Farmer “Hai aFer the Earthquake” 2011)
For more informaon: www.nph-hai
www.nph-ireland
volunteering in various countries across the world)

www.viatoreschris.com (For anyone interested in
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OUR VISIT TO THE HOLY LAND IN MAY
An anonymous donor gave the Liverpool J&P Commission
enough money to send two people on pilgrimage to the
Holy Land with the Amos Trust, an organisaon that allows pilgrims to experience ordinary life in the country as
well as to visit the holy sites. Teresa Jaggar and John Usher
from the Liverpool Archdiocese took advantage of this
oﬀer. This report was wri2en by John of his and Teresa’s
reacon to their visit. It ﬁrst appeared in Liverpool Diocese
Catholic Pictorial.
While vising the Holy Land in May, Pope Francis, witnessed by the world’s media, stopped his car to pray at
the Israeli Apartheid Wall that now imprisons the men,
women and children of Bethlehem, many of them members of his own Catholic ﬂock. The Pope’s acon demonstrated that he has not forgo:en or abandoned any of
those denied jusce or freedom by the acons of the Israeli government.
For me, the three main objecves of our pilgrimage were
all achieved.
Firstly, we saw and experienced the very places where
Jesus was born, lived, taught and died, the very source of
our Faith, and found the experience moving and upliFing.
Among the inspiring places we visited in the area of Jerusalem, were the Mount of Olives and the li:le Chapel of
the Ascension; the Chapel of Dominus Flevit (the Lord
Wept) where Jesus wept on Palm Sunday over the future
fate of Jerusalem; the Garden of Gethsemane, where Jesus prayed the night before his arrest; the Western Wall
(the Jewish Wailing Wall); the beauful Golden Dome of
the Rock and Al-Aqsa Mosque, the world’s third most holy
place for Muslims; the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, the
site of Christ’s Cruciﬁxion (Calvary), burial and Resurrecon; the home of Caiaphas the High Priest where Jesus
was held before appearing in front of Ponus Pilate and
where Peter denied him three mes. In Bethlehem we
visited the Church of the Navity where Jesus was born,
the Shepherds’ Fields where the shepherds heard the
good news of Christ’s birth. At the Sea of Galilee we visited the Mount of Beatudes where Jesus preached his
wonderful Sermon on the Mount, we went to the site of
the miracle of the loaves and ﬁshes, had a picnic at Capernaum and paddled in the Sea upon which Jesus walked. In
Nazareth we visited the Basilica of the Annunciaon
where Mary learned she was to be the mother of Jesus.
Secondly, we had the opportunity to meet with Palesnians, both Chrisan and Muslim, suﬀering under the Israeli
Occupaon. We met two families in their homes, and two
families whose homes had been demolished by the Israelis without any compensaon, one of them more than
once, and rebuilt with the help of volunteers. They sll
lived under the threat of the Israelis returning to demol-
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ish yet again, making the families homeless yet again. We
met a farmer who showed us where illegal Israeli se:lers
had entered his farm and killed his sheep and goats, and
when he tried to protect the animals, the Israelis a:acked
him as well, and seriously injured him. We were taken to
see the Palesnian ‘Tent of Naons’ farm, a model of inclusive cooperaon. Two days aFer our visit, the Israeli
Army arrived at 8 am and, using bulldozers, uprooted and
destroyed 1500 fruit trees upon which the livelihood of
the Palesnians depended. It is hard to understand how a
government can use the army against its own people. We
tried to show those we met friendship and solidarity, and
assure them that good people abroad had not forgo:en
them. We also met with humanitarian workers and educators, and brave Israelis of conscience who need our encouragement and support because they are isolated and
viliﬁed for opposing the wrongdoing of their own government.
Thirdly, we saw for ourselves the eﬀects of Israeli state
power in all its ugliness. The Palesnian economy is in
ruins because of the Wall, the illegal se:lements on stolen
land, house demolions and the hundreds of checkpoints
at which Palesnians must queue for hours to reach their
jobs or farms. The checkpoints also prevent children from
geRng to school, the sick to their doctor or hospital, and
even women in labour from geRng to hospital. Many
have not been allowed through the checkpoints and have
given birth at the roadside. Not surprisingly, many of the
babies died through the lack of proper care, and some
mothers died as well. Mary would face this if she was
trying to reach Bethlehem next Christmas.
We ourselves were delayed at Israeli checkpoints. A young
woman who had returned from America to teach Palesnian children, told us she was held for hours at an Israeli
checkpoint. She was worried about reaching her pupils
and reduced to tears, she asked the soldiers what she had
ever done to them, that they should treat her like this, but
they wouldn’t listen.
Israel controls all the water. Israeli se:lements receive
uninterrupted mains water. Palesnians, on the other
hand, never know when the Israelis are going to turn their
water supply oﬀ, oFen for weeks on end, so when the
water comes on they must save some in a tank on the
roof, ready for the taps are turned oﬀ again. In this awful
game of cat and mouse the Israelis have no problem ﬁlling
their swimming pool or watering their lawn while Palesnians don’t have enough water for essenals. The rooFop
tanks on Palesnian homes, but not on those of Israelis,
are blatantly obvious for all to see, including visitors from
around the world. Israel does not seem to be aware of this
blatant discriminaon.
Connued on page 9

PRAYING AND WORKING FOR PEACE
September 21 Peace Day
Jeremy Gilley is an actor turned ﬁlmmaker, who in the late 1990s became preoccupied with quesons about the fundamental nature of humanity and the issue of peace. He decided to explore these
through the medium of ﬁlm, and speciﬁcally, to create a documentary following his campaign to establish an annual day of ceaseﬁre and non-violence.
In 1999, Jeremy founded Peace One Day, a non-proﬁt organisaon, and in 2001 Peace One Day’s
eﬀorts were rewarded when the member states of the United Naons unanimously adopted the ﬁrst ever annual day of
global ceaseﬁre and non-violence on 21 September – Peace Day.
www.peaceoneday.org/global-campaigns
The World Council of Churches have adopted this day as Internaonal Day of Prayer for Peace and encourages churches
and parishes to observe this special prayers and vigils. If you are organising a PRAYER VIGIL you can register at
www.idpvigil.com/
More resources for the day:
www.oikoumene.org/en/press-centre/events/internaonal-day-of-prayer-for-peace
September 21-27

World Week for Peace in Pales=ne and Israel.

The theme of the week in 2014 is: ‘Let my people go!‘ with a special focus on Child Prisoners. Each year 500 -700 Palesnian children from the West Bank (between ages 12 -17 years) are prosecuted in Israeli military courts aFer being arrested, interrogated and detained by the Israeli army or police (see Defence of Children internaonal Palesne 2013).
Young Israelis too can be imprisoned. 50 Israeli teenagers said that they will refuse to join the Israeli Defence Force because of the occupaon of the West Bank (New Proﬁle March 20).
For more informaon Pax Chris have produced several downloadable resources
see www.paxchris.org.uk/campaigns
Background informaon and resources from World Council of Churches:
www.oikoumene.org/en/press-centre/events/world-week-for-peace-in-palesne-israel
19-26 October

Week of Prayer for World Peace:

From a Chrisan iniave in 1974 this week soon became an inter-faith acvity, and now welcomes everyone, of all faith
tradions or none, to take part. The ﬁrst Chairman, the late Dr. Edward Carpenter, former Dean of Westminster, established the guiding principle of the Week in the words “The peace of the world must be prayed for by the faiths of the
world”, and this is sll the basis of our work today.
For those who want to persevere with the idea of praying with people of other faiths, three thoughts
may be helpful:
1. The diﬀerent prayers that we say are said by neighbours in the same town and the same street
every week. In worshipping together we simply bring under one ROOF what happens anyway under
the same sky.
2. We are convinced that there is only one humanity that prays, and only one Divinity that we pray
to, whatever diﬀerent opinions we may have about that one Divinity.
3. We recognise that inter-faith partnership does not itself imply agreement. The things we agree on
are many, and precious. The things we disagree on are precious too. When we stand with a follower of another faith
who is praying, whenever we can agree with the prayer, we give it our interior assent. Where we cannot agree, we withhold our interior assent. It is sll good to stand with that person as a friend and as a partner for peace.
Prayers and reﬂecons to use each day of the week, alone or in a group on www.weekofprayerforworldpeace.com


OUR VISIT TO THE HOLY LAND IN MAY
connued from page 8
We felt shocked, disgusted and outraged by what we
saw and heard. As Chrisans ourselves, we noted that
Israel is forcing Chrisans to leave their homes in the
Holy Land in large numbers. We have returned home
with a convicon that good people everywhere must

demand that the injusces and wrongs inﬂicted on the
people of Palesne by the illegal Israeli Occupaon
must be brought urgently to an end. This must be our
message to all our elected policians; even those MPs
who consider themselves ‘Friends of Israel’ must ﬁnd
the backbone to tell Israel some home-truths, which is
what true ‘friends’ would do anyway.
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CREATION TIME 1st September – 4th October
‘ The whole world is a living icon of the face of God.’ St John Damascene
Creaon Time started in the Orthodox Church in 1989 and has been supported by a growing number of churches across
Europe since then. The European Chrisan Environmental Network has urged churches to adopt a me for creaon
stretching from 1st September to the feast of St Francis on 4th October. This was endorsed at the European Ecumenical
Assembly in Sibiu, Romania in 2007, when it was agreed that Creaon Time "be dedicated to prayer for the protecon of
creaon and the promoon of sustainable lifestyles that reverse our contribuon to climate change".
It is now a world wide iniave with many ideas and resources: www.oikoumene.org/en/what-we-do/climate-change/
me-for-creaon/me-for-creaon
The theme this year is ‘Joining the Pilgrimage of Jusce and Peace’

‘Caring More - Consuming Less’

Green Metropolis - An online charity bookstore.

If you sll want to buy and read second hand books as opposed to e books but not use Amazon try
www.greenmetropolis.com. All books cost £3.75 to buy ( no extra for postage!) and you can sell books too and receive
£3 in your account. By re-using and recycling books, you keep them in circulaon for longer, which in turn helps reduce
demand for new books and helps save exisng trees.
GreenMetropolis works with the Woodland Trust and has already raised over
£25,000 from book sales and created over 22 acres of new forest. The Woodland
Trust protect exisng woodlands, create new woodland and bring about improved
biodiversity. Trees and forests are crucial to life. They stabilise the soil, generate
oxygen, store carbon and play host to a spectacular variety of wildlife. They also provide us with the raw materials we need to make books and help inspire our imaginaons, with wonderful forest walks!
To remember the WW1 centenary in a posive way during the next 4 years, The Woodland Trust is
oﬀering 3 million trees to communies, churches, schools and youth groups to plant, creang a
growing legacy that will stand tall for centuries to come. They come in bundles of 30, 104 or 420 saplings of various
sorts. To register an interest see www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/plant-trees/in-your-community/
Global Day of Ac=on on Climate Change

21st September

The Climate Coali=on brings together over 100 organisaons, from environment and development charies to unions,
community and women's groups, and faith and belief groups including CAFOD and Chrisan Aid. Together they campaign for the UK Government to take praccal acon to keep global warming as far below the 2 degrees C rise danger
threshold as possible, recognising that any more than a 1.5 degree rise threatens the viability and existence of many
countries, parcularly those who are poorest and bear the least responsibility for causing the problem.
On 23rd September 2014, world leaders will be meeng for a historic climate change summit in New York. On Sunday
21st September supporters of the Climate Change Coalion are planning a march through Westminster ending with a
massive group photo outside parliament. For more details of this as well as other ways of joining the campaign see
www.theclimatecoalion.org

ONE WORLD WEEK 19th—26th October
Living Diﬀerently - Breaking chains – making change!
“Living Diﬀerently” is the theme for One World Week this year . It leads on from last year's theme
about consumpon. It recognises that we need to make changes now to secure a fairer, more sasfying life for us all and
one that protects the planet's resources for future generaons. The subtle “Breaking chains - making change” is inspired by Nelson Mandela’s words: “... to be free is not merely to cast oﬀ one's chains, but to live in a way that respects
and enhances the freedom of others”.
This year, OWW invites us to organise or support acvies and events in local communies that promote and involve
acve cizenship through:
Sourcing food diﬀerently
Reducing wastefulness
Using money diﬀerently
These simple steps can help us to break the chains of the global food supply systems and consumer habits that damage
the environment and communies worldwide and challenge the current money markets by using money posively
to make the changes that can build a fairer and more sustainable world.
To ﬁnd examples of how communies here and around the world are choosing to live diﬀerently see
www.oneworldweek.org
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THE MEDAILLE TRUST—helping vic=ms of traﬃcking
The Medaille Trust is a charity founded to help women, young men and children who have been freed from humantraﬃcking. It was founded in 2006 by a number of religious congregaons in response to the plight of thousands of people who are being traﬃcked into the UK each year. Research carried out for the Home Oﬃce esmates that the number
of women traﬃcked into the UK is between 4,000 and 10,000 as well as children and men. Some people are brought
directly to the UK and their exploitaon commences only aFer arrival here, while others are brought to the UK in stages
and exploited in transit countries before ulmately arriving in the UK. The majority of traﬃcked vicms in the UK are
from Eastern Europe, Asia, Africa and South America.
The Trust was established as a charity and opened its ﬁrst safe house in January 2007.
Its purpose is the empowerment of women, young men and children, who have been freed from the human-traﬃcking
industry here in the UK, to enable them to regain their dignity and self-worth. This is done by providing safe houses and
moving on accommodaon for those who are enslaved and exploited in the sex-traﬃcking industry in the UK and by
raising public awareness and campaigning on this issue.
Safe housing. At present the Trust have 6 safe houses located in the north and south of England, 3 for women and
children and 3 for men. Here clients are oﬀered opportunies for physical and psychological healing and rehabilitaon.
They can a:end job clubs, cooking classes and English classes and are encouraged to join fully in all aspects of shared
living. They also are helped if necessary to replace their ID, normalise their immigraon status and obtain work or beneﬁts. This can involve grappling with Naonal Insurance number issues, Habitual Residents Test processes, visits to embassies and the treadmill of visits to the Job Centre.
Moving on. AFer a stay in the safe house, clients need to move on to independent living. This requires good supplies
of suitable accommodaon. It also is important that the documentaon already menoned is in place. The Medaille
Trust is now opening its own Move On accommodaon in Salford which consists of 8 units of accommodaon for women over 18 with no dependants.
Raising awareness. The Trust has people able to talk about their work and to lead workshops such as the one held at
the Swanwick Conference this July. But they rely on us to become more informed on this issue and engage in conversaon with others within our families, in our workplace, sports club and place of worship.
Prac=cal ways to help:
‘Make Poverty History’ - Work to support any iniave to reduce poverty here and abroad, to give young people in all
countries opportunies to work, so that traﬃckers will not be able to take advantage of their poverty.
Challenge your local MPs to use their posion to obtain funding from the seized assets of the traﬃckers to directly
help vicms.
Make a ﬁnancial contribu=on yourself - The Medaille Trust does receive some government funding but mainly depends on charitable giving to provide accommodaon, staﬃng, food, clothing and resources. If you would like to make a
ﬁnancial contribuon, please download the donaon form on the website.
For more informaon contact The Medaille Trust, c/o Caritas Diocese of Salford, Cathedral Centre, 3 Ford Street, Salford
M3 6DP Tel 0161 225 2861
www.medaille.co.uk

TOILET TWINNING
2.5 billion people – that's 40% of the world's populaon – don’t have somewhere safe, clean and hygienic
to go to the loo. (WHO UNICEF) ). Bad sanitaon is one of the world’s biggest killers: it hits women, children, old and sick people hardest. More than 50 per cent of hospital beds in developing countries are ﬁlled
with people who have an illness caused by poor sanitaon or dirty water (UNDP). In Africa, many young
girls drop out of school because they need to collect water – oFen from many miles away – or because the school hasn’t
got a basic toilet. The lack of a loo makes women and girls a target for sexual assault as they go to the toilet in the
open, parcularly late at night. Toilet Twinning is helping to change this. For a £62 donaon, you can twin your toilet at
home, work, school or church with a latrine in: Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Burundi, Cambodia, The D R of Congo, Ethiopia,
Liberia, Nepal, Sierra Leone or Uganda and enable people living in poor communies to have clean water, a decent toilet, and to learn about hygiene – a vital combinaon that prevents the spread of disease and helps reduce the number
of deaths especially among children, and brings hope for the future.
For more informaon see www.toile0winning.org
Tel. 0300 321 3217
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
SEPTEMBER
1 Sept—4 Oct Time for Crea=on see page 10
9 Chester World Development Forum mee=ng
6:45 pm - 9:00 pm The Unity Centre, Cuppin Street
Chester, CH1 2BN Chris Matheson, Labour’s Prospecve
Parliamentary Candidate for the City of Chester, will give
his views and answer quesons on development issues.
12 -14 ‘A treasure hidden in a ﬁeld’ Vincenans in Partnership annual retreat at Foxhill Retreat Centre.
More details and booking form from Paul Southgate
director@vip-gb.org T: 0191 253 6180 M:07771656407
17 CAFOD Shrewsbury Novena Mass for Peace 7.30 pm
at St Paul’s Hyde , SK14 2JU
19 CAFOD Quiz Night at 7.30 pm in Our Lady’s Parish
Centre, Ellesmere Port Town Centre. All the money raised
will go towards Cafod’s Connect 2 Ethiopia projects. Entrance: £3 for adults and £1 for children including interval
refreshments. Teams are welcome or you can join a team
on the night. For further details contact Tony Walsh on
0151 355 6419.
21 Global Day of Ac=on on Climate see page 10
21 Interna=onal Day of Prayer for Peace.
21-27 World Week for Peace in Pales=ne and Israel.
Full details of both peace events on Page 9
26 “10 Minute Tales” VSO meeng to hear stories from
returned volunteers. 01244 679791 at English in Chester,
9 Stanley Place, Chester CH1 2LU.
26 A musical evening to celebrate 25 years of acvies
by the Chester CAFOD support group. Appearances by the
famed Cheshire Fire Service Choir and the Songsmiths
Chester, plus other local acts. 7:30 pm - 10:00 pm, St
Columba's Hall, Newhall Road, Upton Chester, CH2 1SA .
Details & ckets 01244 375606.
OCTOBER
3 CAFOD Harvest Fast Day www.cafod.org.uk
4 ‘Pope Francis's Vision for the Church (Evangelii Gaudium).’ Speaker Brian Davies 11– 2.30 pm St Agnes Church,
Darmonds Green,West Kirby, CH48 5DU see page 2
15 CAFOD Shrewsbury Novena Mass for Peace 7 pm
St Saviour’s, Great Su:on , Ellesmere Port CH66 3JY

Liverpool
J &P Fieldworker
Steve Atherton
J&P Oﬃce, LACE
Croxteth Drive,
SeFon Park,
Liverpool L17 1AA
tel: 0151 522 1080
s.atherton@rcaol.co.uk
Liverpool Chair:
Susan O’Halloran

17 CAFOD Quiz Night see Sept.19
17 Interna=onal Day for Eradica=on of Poverty
www.unmeditaon.org
18 Dignity or Slavery – does work s=ll work for the Common Good? Salford Jusce and Peace Assembly, 2pm at
Holy Cross College, Manchester Road, Bury, BL9 9BB.
Speaker: Paul Donovan. Paul will address issues such as
zero hours contracts, low pay, trade unions etc in the light
of the Gospel and Catholic Social Teaching.
19—26 One World Week “Living Diﬀerently -Breaking
Chains - Making Change” see page 10
19-26 Week of Prayer for World Peace: 020 8968 4340
www.weekofprayerforworldpeace.com see page 9
19-25 Good Money Week www.neiw.org
20 NJPN Networking Day 10.30am - 4pm, St William of
York, Forbury Road, Reading, Berks RG1 3HW see page 2
NOVEMBER
9 CAFOD Social A6ernoon Fundraiser for South Sudan
Sunday at 2pm St Michael’s Irish Centre, Boundary Lane
Liverpool L6 5JG page 2
14 CAFOD quiz see Sept.19
16 –22 Prisons Week www.prisonsweek.org.uk
27 Advent Reﬂec=on Day. Bishop Richard Llewellin will
speak about Kairos Britain Tent of Naons and reﬂecons
from his me as an Ecumenical Accompanier. Luther King
House, Manchester. Contact John Logan 01942 214656
logan-j@btconnect.com
DECEMBER
1 Christmas Cards to the Holy Land Campaign . Packs
will be available from the Liverpool J&P Oﬃce from November please get in touch with Steve or Maria see below
7 Shrewsbury J & P Advent Reﬂec=on Wistaston Hall
Crewe. 4.30—6.30 Speaker Liam Purcell from Church
Acon on Poverty.
ADVANCE NOTICE
18 January 2015 Liverpool Jus=ce and Peace Lecture
1 – 4pm Venue LACE Centre Speaker Jenny Sinclair, coordinator of the Together For The Common Good project
(T4CG) that is working to promote a posive language for
discussion of social issues. This is an ecumenical project
based on Catholic Social Teaching.

Liverpool Oﬃce Secretary
Maria Hardacre
tel: 0151 522 1081

Shrewsbury
Secretary
Maura Garside
93 Chapel Road, Sale,
M33 7DH
mauragarside@hotmail.com

www.archdiocese-of-liverpool.co.uk
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Editor of MouthPeace
Marian Thompson
37 Dale Road,
Marple
Stockport SK6 6EZ
Tel: 0161 427 7254
marianet@scali.co.uk
Copy date for next issue
1/11/2014
Don’t forget to send in reports of events and dates for
the diary
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