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‘May this year 2014 be a year to open our hearts to God’s 
gift of peace; a year for us to be reconciled, to confess the 
sins which take peace away: a year to recognise the place 
of the Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation in our lives. 
May this anniversary, which recalls the tragedy of a century 
ago, serve now to turn our eyes in faith to Jesus Christ, the 
Lamb of God, who takes away our sins and grants us peace ‘ 
 
Concluding words of Bishop Mark Davies’s Pastoral Letter 
for Peace Sunday. January 19th.      See page 2  
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PAUL GOGGINS    -  a man of faith and action 
June 16th 1953 – January 7th 2014 

 
Paul Goggins died peacefully in Salford Royal Hospital on January 7th 2014, eight days after suffering a brain haem-
orrhage whilst out jogging with his son. His was a life well lived in the service of others.  
 

He worked as a social worker, including running a children’s home, became the director of Church Action on Pov-
erty and was a Labour councillor in Salford. In 1997 he was elected MP for Wythenshawe and Sale East. As an MP 
he was appointed to posts in the Departments of Social Security, Health, Education and Employment as well as the 
Home and Northern Ireland Offices, in the last of which he became Minister of State in 2007. In Opposition, after 
the 2010 election, he became involved in the cross-party Intelligence and Security Committee. During his time in 
Westminster, he also co-founded the All-Party Parliamentary Friends of CAFOD, became Chairman of Trustees at 
the Cardinal Hume Centre, a place set up to help people out of poverty and homelessness, and also supported can-
cer based charities. 
 

He enjoyed sport and was a lifelong supporter of Manchester City, loyal to them in both their bad times and in the 
more recent successful ones. He also enjoyed music. 
 
There have been many tributes to Paul from his Parliamentary colleagues. These include ones from past and pre-
sent Prime Ministers, party leaders and fellow constituency MPs across the party divide. All of them speak not only 
of his professionalism and commitment in his role but also his decency, kindness and his deep faith and principles. 
David Blunkett MP said that Paul, “ …was in a different mould to the rest of us…….the kind of person you would 
benchmark your own values, and personal and political behaviour.” 
 

Archbishop Peter Smith, Vice-President of the Catholic Bishops Conference, said that Paul’s, “Catholic faith shaped 
and informed his passion and commitment to politics and his lifelong vocation to social justice.” As a member of 
Holy Family Church, Boothstown, a familiar face at Sunday Mass for over 30 years, he had many friends who had a 
great love and respect for him and his family. Those of us who knew him in this less public role saw a man who was 
a good listener and who never lost sight of the concerns of ordinary people, sharing their joys and sorrows and 
helping where he could. He will be greatly missed by all who were privileged to know him. 
 

He leaves a wife, two sons, a daughter and granddaughter as well as a father, brother and two sisters and all their 
families. 
 

May he rest in peace.    
 
A tribute from Justine Silcock  a member of Liverpool J & P Commission who was also a fellow parishioner of Paul’s 
in Boothstown 

‘A POOR CHURCH FOR THE POOR -Romero’s witness to the joy of the gospel’  

A talk by Fr Martin Maier    Thursday March 20th        7 pm .  
Desmond Tutu Centre Hope University Taggart Ave. Liverpool L16 9JD   

Fr Martin is an internationally respected liberation theologian with first hand experience of political oppression. He was  
curate to one of the Jesuits who was murdered by the regime in El Salvador in 1989.  He returns there every year.                                                                       
This event is open to all.     Organised by J&P with the Romero Trust. Details 0151 522 1080  s.atherton@rcaol.co.uk   

 
ARCHBISHOP ROMERO ANNIVERSARY 

Saturday March 22nd   . St Mary’s, Duke Street, Denton, Manchester M34 2AN  
 Mass at 12 noon, followed by presentation by Ann Wilson who recently visited El Salvador 

 
ANNUAL LIVERPOOL MASS   Sunday March 23th  10.30 – 12.00   

The 34th Annual Mass in the Archdiocese in remembrance of Archbishop Oscar Romero “The Saint of the Americas” This 
is the normal parish family Mass with a homily rather than a lecture. Refreshments after Mass. St Anne and St Bernard, 
Overbury St, Edge Hill Liverpool L8 2TY. All welcome. 
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MEMORIAL LECTURE ON PEACE SUNDAY 
 

This year Pat Gaffney from Pax Christi  gave the annual lecture at LACE in  
Liverpool   In her fascinating talk on Sunday 19th January 2014 she spoke 
about: 

 

 How our world view is formed by family and locality. 

 Some of the less-well known stories of the First World War… of peacemakers and   their stories, including the 
role of women.  She pointed out how these might encourage and inspire us to continue the task of peacemaking. 

 How these stories might be celebrated and commemorated during this centenary year and for the next four 
years to avoid an indulgence in sentimental remembrance. 

 Some of the contemporary issues for peacemakers that point to the systems/institutions that still allow the war 
machine to do so much damage to our global community. 

The text of her talk is available on the Liverpool diocesan website          www.archdiocese-of-liverpool.co.uk       
 

Resources suggested by Pat:  
Pax Christi First World War peace plans page http://paxchristi.org.uk/news-and-events/first-world-war-peace-plans/ 

Guardian: Britain 100 years of conflict, 
www.theguardian.com/uk-news/ng-interactive/2014/feb/11/britain-100-years-of-conflict 

JUSTICE, PEACE AND SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY CONTINUES IN SHREWSBURY DIOCESE 
 

Bishop Mark Davies commissioned the new Shrewsbury Diocesan Commission for Justice, Peace and 
Social Responsibility at a Mass at the Evron Centre, Stockport on Saturday 25th January. The new Com-
mission is set to meet four times a year, chaired by Canon Philip Moor Vicar General and the parish 
priest of Holy Apostles and Martyrs, Wallasey. It was confirmed that Maura Garside will serve as Secre-

tary and Ged Cliffe continue as Treasurer. The ‘refreshed’ commission of 10 members is smaller that in the past. 
 
Bishop Mark asked the newly-formed commission to set up projects to address such issues as world peace, human traf-
ficking, poverty and the ill treatment of the elderly and to find ways to translate theory on social justice into practical 
action that made an impact. “I would like us to see this mission not as the concern of a few but the shared mission of all 
the faithful.”   
 
The meeting heard brief reports about ongoing justice and peace work in the Diocese, including the promotion of 
Catholic social teaching and the work of CAFOD,  the Catholic Children’s Society and the Wirral Food Bank.  
 
Bishop Mark has designated 2014 in the Shrewsbury Diocese as a Year of Prayer for Peace and as a fitting opening he 
has welcomed the Pax Christi Peace  Icon  to Shrewsbury Cathedral.  
*The full text of Bishop Mark’s homily  and the Pastoral Letter for Peace Sunday (page 1) can be found on  
www.dioceseofshrewsbury.org  then follow the links Bishop and Letters and Homilies. 

 
“A LENTEN JOURNEY”  Action and Reflection Suggestions for Lent.  

 

Following on from the 2013 Lenten Leaflet , Bryan Halson, a former member of the Shrewsbury Diocese Commission for 
Justice Peace & Social Responsibility, has at the request of  the National J&P Network once again compiled a 3-fold A4 
leaflet with daily reflections and simple practical actions for use throughout the season of Lent.  
See www.justice-and-peace.org.uk/resource.html    
(You can also access it at www.jp-shrewsburydiocese.org.uk/resources/    There are also several  versions of the Sta-
tions of the Cross for  differing age groups available on this website page.) 

 
NEW E-BULLETIN FOR THE NORTH WEST 

The new NW e-bulletin, linked to the National Justice and Peace Network (NJPN), is  a collaboration between the five 
dioceses of Lancaster, Liverpool, Salford, Shrewsbury and Wrexham. It will focus on current campaigns, follow the J&P 
calendar and publicise local events. To be receive the bulletin please contact Anne O’Connor anneoc980@hotmail.com 
Anne would also be pleased to receive any diary dates and brief articles on the first of the month for inclusion in the 
next bulletin. The bulletins may also be viewed at www.jp-shrewsburydiocese.org.uk 
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ANTI -HUMAN TRAFFICKING FORUM  
 

Saturday March 29th  in Frodsham Methodist Church     9.30am – 4.30pm  
arranged by Frodsham Churches Together and the Salvation Army .  

 
In recent times we have heard a lot about Human Trafficking from the media. Unfortunately according to those who 
research this , it is only the tip of a very large problem. 
 

This Forum is an opportunity for members of Churches across Cheshire and other individuals to find out more and 
make a positive response in their communities. The Forum will be led by Major Anne Read of the Salvation Army, 
their National Anti-Trafficking Response Co-coordinator. 
 

The day will try to explain what Human Trafficking is and what is being done to help victims and what type of sup-
port is needed from the church and others locally and nationally. Given the size of the problem, Churches and other 
organizations have to fight this, just as they have done with issues such as world poverty. 
 

During the day questions will be asked such as ,”What can we do?” Examples will be available of responses already 
made by churches and other organisations. The day therefore will provide those attending with some understanding 
of the issues, see what is being  done and hopefully identify how some ideas can be put into action on a local and 
county basis. From this it is possible, in line with other groups that are meeting nationally, to discuss these ideas so 
that a local plan may develop.  
If you think you may like to attend or find out more please contact frodshamforuminfo@gmail.com 
Or, look at www.jp-shrewsburydiocese.org.uk under Latest News. 

NATIONAL J & P NETWORK   36th ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
 

organised in conjunction with Christians Aware and Vincentians in Partnership 
 

CALLED TO LIFE IN ALL ITS FULLNESS 

 accepting the responsibility of our baptism   
 

                           Friday 18 - Sunday 20 July  2014 
                       at   The Hayes Conference Centre Swanwick, Derbyshire 

 
A conference to:  Empower lay people to accept the responsibility of baptism 
Provide an opportunity to bring life experiences and relate them to their baptismal call 
Be a celebration of life and a renewal of vision 
 

Speakers:  Sarah Teather, Liberal Democrat MP and former Minister of State for Children 
and Families. She voiced opposition to the Welfare Reform Bill and has spoken out against negative attitudes to 
refugees. She has announced her intention to stand down at the next General Election. 
Gemma Simmonds CJ, Senior Lecturer in Pastoral and Social Studies and Theology at Heythrop College. As well as 
teaching and spiritual direction, she has worked with women and street children in Brazil and as a chaplain at Hol-
loway Prison. She is Vice-President of the Catholic Theological Association of Great Britain. 
Mary Colwell, an award-winning TV, radio and internet producer makes programmes for the BBC and the inde-
pendent sector, mainly on nature and the environment. She is a presenter and public speaker, a feature writer for 
The Tablet and a consultant on the relationship between religion and the natural world. 
Clare Dixon has many years of experience of working with people in Latin America as head of CAFOD's Latin Amer-
ica desk. 
 

CONFERENCE CHAIR: Revd Ruth Gee, President of the Methodist Conference 2013/2014. She is passionate about 
sharing the Gospel and enabling people to grow in their discipleship. 
 

As usual there will be  workshops, JUST FAIR and children’s activities. 
 

More details and booking forms  from: NJPN, 39 Eccleston Square, London SW1V 1BX   020 7901 4864 
or  admin@justice-and-peace.org.uk   www.justice-and-peace.org.uk   
NB: Bookings after May 16 subject to £5 surcharge. 
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Mary Varley writes: 
Fr John Boles CSC, a missionary and parish priest in Lima 
Peru gave a presentation on ‘the Church and its mission in 
South America’ to members of local Justice and Peace 
groups and parishioners from Our Lady Mother of God LPA 
in Stockport on 13th February. Over 55 people heard Fr 
John explain how the Church’s role changed, from the mid-
1960s to the present day, in the light of shifting political, 
social and economic contexts and in response to changes 
of emphasis within the Church itself. 
 

Explaining some of the core messages from liberation the-
ology  as promotion of the ministry of the laity, develop-
ment of parishes as ‘communities of communities’ 
and the importance of proclaiming the gospel 
from an understanding of the local context, Fr 
Boles emphasised the importance of vibrant and 
lively Christian communities in proclaiming and 
developing the faith. 
 

We heard about how the inequality gap is widening 
through the unfair trade in intellectual property rights. For 
example, the way in which multi-national companies take 
out patents on plants with healing properties in the Ama-
zon basin, turn them into medicine and sell them back at 
massively inflated prices, to the very local communities 
that have used the plants as healing agents for genera-
tions. 
 

Looking to the future…. Fr Boles drew our attention to 
some of the key messages of Evangelii Gaudium and the 
challenges Pope Francis makes to vested interests and the 
politics of exclusion. 
 

The talk, arranged by Our Lady and the Apostles Justice 
and Peace Group, was held at the Evron centre, Stockport. 

Marian Thompson writes:  
On  Thursday evening Fr John Boles was telling of his minis-
try in Peru where because of the size of the parishes and 
remoteness of many communities the priest can only visit 
and say Mass once a month. On other Sundays the services 
are lay-led. Not what we expect in England! Two days later 
I turned up for our usual Saturday Vigil Mass and  one of 
our parishioners announced that  Father had been taken ill 
that day. As it was not possible to get a replacement priest 
at such short notice, we would be having a ‘do it ourselves’ 
eucharistic service. As we do not have a deacon, this was 
exactly what we did. It was a prayerful dignified affair with 

the usual singing, readings and prayers. At com-
munion the eucharistic ministers opening the 
tabernacle found there were very few conse-
crated hosts.. obviously the service was unex-
pected… so we watched as the hosts were bro-
ken into tiny pieces for us all to share. On talking 
to people afterwards the main concern was for 

the health of our priest. I did not hear anyone express dis-
may that there was no Mass. For me for a short moment I 
felt a solidarity with  those for whom Mass is never a 
weekly event. 
 

Liberation Theology— Although we may all think we know 
what this is, Fr John gave some insights that he gained 
from a personal meeting with Fr Gustavo Gutiérrez  the 
priest in Lima who first coined the phrase in the title of his 
book ‘Liberation Theology, History , Politics and Salvation’, 
According to Fr John, Fr Gutiérrez  did not mean this to be 
a specialist branch of theology which could be studied and 
then accepted, ignored or rejected.  It is relevant to every 
Christian. Christ is the liberator. How do we live our lives to 
reflect this?  

29.8 MILLION PEOPLE GLOBALLY IN MODERN SLAVERY 
 

It is estimated that there are between 4,200 – 4,600 people in modern slavery in the United Kingdom alone, many of these 
are children.  (See the Global Slavery Index 2013) 
 

Anna (not her real name), an orphan, was 12 when she was brought to the UK on a "holiday" from West Africa. Within 
days of arriving, she was forced into domestic slavery. Unbelievably, neither the people that trafficked Anna to the UK nor 
the family that abused her for years were punished for what they did.  Under current UK legislation, too many victims like 
Anna have been denied the protections they so desperately need.  
 

In 2011, there were only eight convictions under UK human trafficking legislation. Yet there are thousands of victims dis-
covered each year, and hundreds of these are children. The Government has announced a new bill addressing modern 
slavery, which includes the positive step of establishing an Anti-Trafficking Commissioner.  However many feel the bill 
doesn't go far enough and are calling on the Home Secretary for the Modern Slavery Bill to include:  
 

-  Measures to protect and assist all victims, including the creation of a system of legal guardianship to provide vulnerable 
children with an independent professional to fight for their rights; 
-  The creation of a specific crime of child trafficking and exploitation to reflect the severity of this abuse of children and 
convict more offenders; 
-  Legal protection for victims so they are not imprisoned for crimes they were forced to commit by their traffickers.  
 

Read the Global Slavery Report and more details about the present Bill in the UK  on www.walkfreefoundation.org 

NEW PERSPECTIVES IN LATIN AMERICA 
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SILENT VOICES EXHIBITION 
 

 Monday 20th January – Sunday 20th of April at the Hope Park Campus exhibition space. 
 

This thought-provoking exhibition has been brought to Liverpool Hope  University by the Archbishop Tutu Centre 
for War and Peace Studies.  The Exhibition displays photographs of the everyday life in the Palestinian village of 
Bil’in, as seen through the eyes of children. 
 

Under the guidance of the Liverpool-based photographer Elaine Stapleton, children from the ages of eight to 18 
were given a camera to take pictures of their family and village life in Bil’in. The exhibition is composed of 24 pic-
tures taken by the children and ten by Ms Stapleton, which place the photographs in the political context of the 
Israel-Palestine Conflict surrounding the village. 
 

The exhibition was commissioned as part of a twinning project between schools in Liverpool and Bil’in. Work from 
children in Parklands School in Liverpool will be added to the exhibition when complete and the exhibition itself is 
seen as a first step towards building an on-going relationship between the schools. 
 

See more at: 
http://tutu.hope.ac.uk/newsevents/upcomingevents/upcomingexhibitionsilentvoices.html#sthash.Gsk0XmVT  

 

COME AND SEE ‘THE DRONES QUILT’  
 

This most unusual patchwork quilt has been lovingly stitched in squares then sewn together into a long strip.     
Measuring two metres wide and thirteen metres long it is obviously not made for a bed!  In fact it was first dis-
played down the  central isle  in Coventry Cathedral as part of Hiroshima Day Remembrance 2013.     The Quilt is 
the inspiration of the ecumenical ‘Fellowship of Reconciliation’ whose members are concerned about the many 
innocent people being killed at this present time by drones. It is hoped that the Quilt will ensure that those killed 
in this way  are not forgotten but also it will  challenge policy makers and the general public to think  about the 
real people who have been killed by drones. 
 

Members of Marple Churches Together J & P group were so impressed when they saw it displayed at the Method-
ist church in Glossop in October 2013 that they have arranged to display it themselves.  It worth visiting if you are 
concerned about peace issues but also if you enjoy embroidery. 
 

You can visit it at   

THE UNITED REFORMED CHURCH IN HIBBERT LANE, MARPLE, STOCKPORT  SK6 7NN 
    

on  Saturday MARCH 22    11.00am– 4.00pm , Sunday MARCH  23     2.00—4.00 pm    
Monday  MARCH 24   2.00-4.00 pm       Tuesday  MARCH 25    11.00am-4.00pm 

  LIVERPOOL’S CHOIR WITH NO NAME  
 

A new choir aimed at homeless people was launched in Liverpool in January - and is recruiting members. 
The Choir With No Name aims to provide homeless and marginalised adults with a fun activity in a supportive commu-
nity environment. Choir manager Nick Baskerville says: "Homeless services are often about the serious side of life - 
things like rehabilitation and housing. These are really important but we think there's also a need for activities which are 
a bit more lighthearted. This is a great way for people to meet others in a relatively relaxed environment and to just be 
part of a community”    
 

 The weekly two-hour long Wednesday night sessions starting at 7.00pm take place at the Bluecoat Arts Centre. Led by a 
professional music tutor, they end with a home-cooked meal made on-site by volunteers. 
 

Already the group - which sings anything from pop and rock to soul, gospel and reggae - has gigs lined up in Merseyside 
but needs to expand its core membership. The choir has so far attracted about 15 regular members, split evenly be-
tween men and women, but it is hoped this will expand to between 30 and 40 members. Singing skills do not matter. 
"It's about building confidence and having fun," says Nick.  For more information or to join the choir call in any Wednes-
day evening or ring Nick on 0758 571 0433 
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100 YEARS OF WORKING FOR RECONCILIATION 
 

THE FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION (FoR) was founded in Cambridge in December 1914. In August 1914 about 150 
Christians of all denominations met in Konstanz, Germany to try to persuade the leaders of Germany, France, Austria 
and Russia not to go to war. The conference came to an abrupt end when WW1 broke out and those attending hur-
ries home to their respective countries before the German borders were closed. Two of the conference participants, 
Dr Henry Hodgkin, a British Quaker and Freidrich Siegmundd-Schültze, a Lutheran Pastor, travelled together to Co-
logne, and as they parted at the railway station, they shook hands with the words “We are one in Christ and can 
never be at war.” When Henry Hodgkin got back to the UK, he reconvened the meeting in Cambridge, and there to-
wards the end of December 1914, The Fellowship of Reconciliation was founded. 
 

Throughout its 100-year history, the Fellowship has taken a consistent stance against war and its preparation. Per-
ceiving the need for healing and reconciliation in the world, the founders of the Fellowship formulated a vision of the 
human community based upon the belief that love, nonviolence and reconciliation in action have the power to trans-
form unjust political, economic and social structures. Worldwide, there are 85 branches, groups and affiliates in 48 
countries. In its 100 years, the Fellowship has had 6 Nobel Peace Prize winners, including Chief Albert Luthuli of 
South Africa and Martin Luther King Jr.  
 

THE INTERNATIONAL PEACEMAKERS FUND is the Fellowship’s way of showing practical solidarity with nonviolent 
grassroots peace-making organisations in areas of the world afflicted by violent conflicts. Such peace organisations 
have very limited financial resources to carry out the important healing and reconciliation work amongst their com-
munities. To such organisations, small amounts of £500 to £5,000 really do make a difference. If nonviolent peace-
making were given a real chance, it could transform our global society, relieve human suffering and make our com-
munities more secure. This is why the Fellowship of Reconciliation established the International Peacemakers Fund. 
 

‘COINS INTO PLOUGHSHARES’ 
The Royal Mint is bringing out a five-year series of coins marking the journey from the out-
break of WW1 to the Armistice. The first  £2 coin is to mark the centenary of the outbreak of 
war in August 1914. From the website www.royalmint.com  we learn  “In 1914 Lord Kitchener 
was appointed to mastermind a recruitment campaign that would go on to create one of the 
largest volunteer armies ever known in Britain. The design of this coin is intended to highlight 
the Government propaganda campaign to conscript army volunteers at the start of the 
war……The image of Kitchener himself has come to stand for the call to fight for King and 
country that saw men respond in their thousands.” 
 

The Fellowship of Reconciliation is calling upon the public to make “Coins into Ploughshares” by turning the new £2 
coins into an investment in a just and peaceful future. FoR Director, Millius Palayiwa said: 
 

“We are very concerned that the launch of the new £2 coin design is in danger of glorifying war and drawing public 
attention away from the horrors of the trenches and the continuing need for peace, healing and reconciliation in the 
world. 
“In the spirit of our founders, we are calling upon Christians, and everyone who wants to see the establishment of a 
world order based on love, forgiveness, compassion and reconciliation to save the new coins when they come across 
them and donate them to one of the many organisations working to build a just and peaceful world for everyone.”  
There is petition to redesign a commemorative coin at http://www.change.org/en-GB/petitions/royal-mint-
replace-the-kitchener-2-coin-with-one-that-truly-commemorates-the-millions-who-died-in-the-first-world-war 
 

Should you have any queries, please contact the Director, Millius Palayiwa at director@for.org.uk. Telephone num-
ber (01865) 250 781.      Website: for.org.uk  Twitter: @forpeacemaker #CoinsIntoPloughshares  

                            WHAT HAVE WE DONE? 
 

 Millions of people across the world face climate emergencies. This winter has seen 
many in England suffering as well.  CAFOD have produced a new report  ‘What have 
we done? How the changing climate is hitting the poorest hardest’.  This explores 

how and why the climate is changing and what we can do to care better for creation. 
    

It can be downloaded from www.cafod.org.uk/Campaign/Get-clued-up/Climate-and-environment or for a free 
copy call 020 7095 5688 
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RECYCLING MADE EASY 
 
Christian Aid provides an easy way to recycle your used and unused printer cartridges, mobile phones, 
digital cameras, sat navs, iPods, hand-held game consoles, laptops 

and more . Simply use the address in the box to send us your items via freepost.  
 
N.B. All packages must be marked 
clearly with  Christian Aid reference  
number 30115  
  
 

If you have 10 or more items we can arrange a free collection.  For more information 
please visit  www.rethinkeurope.co.uk  or call us on 08451 30 20 10.  

 

PRAYERS  FOCUSED ON THE MILLENNIUM GOALS 
 
These intercessions  were written by the people of French Canada to be included in the Service for the Week of Prayer 
for Christian Unity in January.  Following the themes of the United Nations' Eight Millennium Goals they are very suit-
able  for use by Justice & Peace groups or individuals.  For more information see  http://www.ctbi.uk/65  
 

Let us remember those suffering in poverty and hunger.   
Nearly one billion people go to bed hungry every night and two million children die from malnutrition every year.    
Gracious God, we pray for an end to such suffering, in justice and peace. 

Hear our prayer  and, in your love, answer! 
 

Let us remember those striving for universal education.   
Around 69 million school-age children are not in school.   Gracious God, we pray the thirst for knowledge throughout 
the world is quenched so that the potential of all children is realised.   

Hear our prayer and, in your love, answer! 
 
Let us remember those promoting gender equality.  
Women constitute half the world's population, perform nearly two-thirds of its work-hours, receive one tenth of the 
world's income, and own less than one hundredth of the world's property.      
Gracious God, we pray we honour your image in all people.                            Hear our prayer, and, in your love, answer! 
 
Let us remember those working to improve child health.   
Nine million children still die each year before they reach their fifth birthday.    
Gracious God, we pray we always care for people of all ages as if caring for Christ. 

Hear our prayer, and, in your love, answer! 
 
Let us remember women who bear new life.  
More than 350,000 women die annually from complications during pregnancy or childbirth, almost all of them - 
99% -in developing countries.     
Gracious God, we pray care is provided to end this needless loss.                 Hear our prayer,  and, in your love, answer! 

 
Let us remember those who combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases.     
Every day over 7,400 people are infected with HIV and 5,500 die from AIDS-related illnesses. Malaria kills  a child 
in the world every 45 seconds.   
Gracious God, we pray for those for whom illness robs hope and diminishes dignity. 

Hear our prayer,  and, in your love, answer! 
 
Let us remember the consequences of our poor care for creation. 
Nearly 17,000 species of plants and animal are currently at risk of extinction, and the number of species threatened 
by extinction is growing by the day.      
Gracious God, we pray we be wise in our ways with the world in our care. 

Hear our prayer,   and, in your love, answer! 
 
Let us remember those working for global partnership.  
We have the resources to end poverty: it will take the work of all of us to make this happen.   
Gracious God, we pray we rise to the challenge together.                               Hear our prayer,  and, in your love, answer! 

Rethink Recycling Appeal  
Freepost RTCE-BBCL-EULJ  
Unit 35a  
Marchington Industrial Estate  
Off Stubby Lane  
Marchington  
Uttoxeter, ST14 8LP 
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There are increasing expectations 
both in San Salvador and in Rome 
that 2014 will be the decisive year 
in moving the cause for beatifica-
tion of Archbishop Romero to-
wards its successful conclusion. 
 

In 2012 Oscar Romero's cause was 
still held inside the Vatican's Con-
gregation for the Doctrine of the 

Faith (CDF) waiting for their formal declaration that 
there were no doctrinal reservations relating to the or-
thodoxy of Archbishop Romero's preaching and teach-
ing. This was a critical requirement before the canonisa-
tion process could go forward. 
 

In July 2012, Archbishop Gerhard Müller, an admirer of 
Romero, became the new Prefect of the CDF with a will 
to move things forward after the inexplicable delays 
that had dogged Romero's cause since it reached Rome 
back in 1998. "I read 6 volumes about Oscar Romero - 
said Müller - and eventually the CDF gave its nihil ob-
stat." 
 

But it was the election of Argentinian Pope Francis in 
February 2013 that has proved to be the game-changer. 
 

According to San Salvador's Vicar General, Mgr 'Chus' 
Delgado, in 2007, two years after he finished as runner-
up in the conclave that elected Pope Benedict, the then 
Cardinal Jorge Mario Bergoglio told him that if he had 
been pope, the very first thing he would have done is to 
order the beatification of Archbishop Romero. Appar-
ently Mgr Delgado spoke to the Jesuit cardinal again in 
2010, confirming what he had said three years earlier: "I 
remember it; the problem is that I will never get to be 
pope"! 
 

So it was no surprise when on 19th March 2013, the day 
of his installation, Pope Francis reportedly told the Sal-
vadoran Ambassador to the Holy See, "I hope that un-
der this pontificate we can beatify Romero." The same 
day the Pope is said to have told Vanda Pignato, the 
wife of Salvadoran President Mauricio Funes that he 
hoped the canonisation of Archbishop Romero would 
be "as soon as possible". 
 

Over the following two days, York's Anglican Archbishop 
John Sentamu presented Pope Francis with a simple 
painted Romero Cross like the one he himself wears as a 
pectoral cross; and, as he met with Pope Francis, Argen-
tine Nobel Peace Laureate, Adolfo Perez Esquivel, 
pointed to Romero as an example reminding the pontiff 
that the beatification would bring great joy throughout 
Latin America. 
 

But the real breakthrough came a month later. In a for-
mal audience with Archbishop Vincenzo Paglia, the 
President of the Pontifical Council for the Family and 
also the Postulator of Romero's cause, Pope Francis told 
him that he would personally intervene to 'unblock' 
Romero's cause which at the time was still in the hands 
of the CDF. This was a startling revelation. 
 

Nevertheless that the cause had indeed been 'blocked' 
and was now 'unblocked' was confirmed to me person-
ally on 22nd May in an interview with Fr Daniel Ols, the 
official within the Congregation for the Causes of Saints 
(CCS) who has been managing Archbishop Romero's file 
for more than a decade. The CDF subsequently gave 
their formal all-clear and returned Romero's cause to 
the CCS. 
 

Nevertheless, after 33 years, there still seemed until 
recently to be lingering doubts (and therefore potential 
obstacles) amongst some curial officials as to whether 
Romero was killed out of 'hatred of the faith' (which is 
the condition for martyrdom) or rather, as it was put to 
me, 'for political reasons'. 
 

Therefore the statement towards the end of last year, 
from Honduran Cardinal Oscar Rodriguez, that nothing 
now stands in the way of the beatification was particu-
larly welcome - since it implies that any such doubts 
have now been vanquished. 
 

Cardinal Rodriguez based his declaration on a conversa-
tion he had had with the Prefect of the CCS, Cardinal 
Angelo Amato. "I asked Cardinal Amato ... if there are 
obstacles for the beatification of Archbishop Romero 
and he told me no". 
 

Finally in a recent conversation with Leonel Bucaro, the 
President of the Central American Parliament, Pope 
Francis himself is quoted as saying the beatification "va 
por buen camino" - which means "is on the right road" 
or "is well on the way to its accomplishment". 
 

Presidential elections will be held in El Salvador in Feb-
ruary and March. Given the concern, repeatedly ex-
pressed, to keep Romero's canonisation away from any 
entanglement with Salvadoran politics it seems unlikely 
there will be any further news from Rome much before 
Easter. But thereafter we might expect some announce-
ment which clarifies the state of the process- with a 
guess that we might anticipate Romero’s beatification 
either in 2014 or in 2015. 
                                                                                                     
Santo subito! Oremus 
 

 

WILL 2014 BE ROMERO’S YEAR? 
 

Julian Filochowski reflects on new optimism for Romero 's early beatification. This article taken from Romero News Janu-
ary 2014: see www.romerotrust.org.uk 
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WORLD WAR ONE ANNIVERSARY 
Dr Terry Phillips Honorary Research Fellow, Department of English, Liverpool Hope University  

  

August 4th marks the centenary of the start of the First World War- a war which all are agreed has had a profound effect on 
the century which followed and changed fundamentally a great many attitudes. How then should we mark the centenary of 
this conflict? There has been talk of ‘celebration’ but comparisons to the Queen's Jubilee and the 2012 Olympics seem 
highly inappropriate. There are a number of possible responses to the anniversary of any conflict and it may be helpful to 
highlight the four most obvious ones: 

1.    the triumphant celebration of victory 
2.    grief for those who died 
3.    a resolution in the name of those who died in one conflict to fight again if needed. 
4.    a determination to avoid further conflict 

These last two responses are very different reactions to the much quoted phrase - 'they shall not have died in vain'. 
  

A word which is used almost more often than any other to describe the First World War is 'futility'. The outbreak of war was 
a consequence of a sequence of events which began with the assassination of the Austrian Archduke Franz Ferdinand in 
Sarajevo in Serbia, but had its roots in two mutually opposed armed alliances. There is no doubt that no-one at the time 
could have predicted its terrible cost. Approximately 750,000 soldiers from Britain alone lost their lives in the war and many 
others suffered physical incapacitation such as the loss of a limb while others never recovered from the dreadful trauma, 
and families were torn apart. 
 

Far from being a 'war to end war' as it was originally proclaimed to be, it created further conflict. Many would argue that 
the terms of the Treaty of Versailles were one of the factors which led to Hitler's rise to power in Germany and conse-
quently to World War II. Conflict in the Balkans twenty years ago was undoubtedly a long-delayed resolution of issues from 
the First World War and most importantly the current instability in the Middle East can be traced back to the First World 
War. 
  

So what should be the response of the Christian to this anniversary? How should we mark the centenary? We might turn for 
some guidance to 'Pacem in Terris' the encyclical written by Pope John XXIII in 1963. In this we read a warning we should 
take heed of, written in the context of the Cold War but still relevant today when nations including our own are armed with 
a frightening arsenal of weapons.  We should therefore listen carefully to the words of John XXIII: 
 

Justice, then, right reason and consideration for human dignity and life urgently demand that the arms race should cease; 
that the stockpiles which exist in various countries should be reduced equally and simultaneously by the parties concerned; 
that nuclear weapons should be banned; and finally that all come to an agreement on a fitting programme of disarmament, 
employing mutual and effective controls. In the words of Pius XII, our Predecessor of happy memory: "The calamity of a 
world war, with the economic and social ruin and the moral excesses and dissolution that accompany it, must not be permit-
ted to envelop the human race for a third time." 
 

The warning against an arms race is highly relevant when considering the anniversary of the 1914 conflict and the way in 
which it broke out.  The quotation from Pius XII points in particular to one of the four responses suggested above: a deter-
mination to avoid further conflict. It reminds us that the reigning pontiff during the First World War, Pope Benedict XIV, 
called it ‘the suicide of Europe.’ John XXIII moves on to an eloquent description of the way in which a better way forward 
may be found: 
 

In the highest and most authoritative assemblies, let men give serious thought to the problem of a peaceful adjustment of 
relations between political communities on a world level: an adjustment founded on mutual trust, on sincerity in negotia-
tions, on faithful fulfillment of obligations assumed. 
  

To go back to the four ways of remembering highlighted above, there can be little doubt that for the Christian the 2nd and 
4th ways are the only possible responses to that dreadful conflict which occurred a hundred years ago. There will undoubt-
edly be publications and programmes about the ordinary lives of those men who fought all those years ago and the women 
too who tended the wounded sometimes behind the lines at the Front, and they will provide interesting material about 
ordinary human beings who suffered a great deal, some of whom were courageous and some of whom, human like our-
selves, were not. We owe it to them to remember their sufferings. However we should resist any kind of glorification of the 
conflict and in fact redouble our efforts for peace. As another extract from ‘Pacem in Terris’ tells us: 
 

There can be, or at least there should be, no doubt that relations between states, as between individuals, should be regu-
lated not by the force of arms but by the light of reason, by the rule, that is, of truth, of justice and of active and sincere co-
operation. 
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Country 

Total 
Mobilized 
Forces 

 

Killed 

 

Wounded 

 

Prisoners 
& Missing 

 

Total 
Casualties 

Casualties 
as % of 
Forces 

     ALLIED AND ASSOCIATED POWERS    

Russia 12,000,000 1,700,000 4,950,000 2,500,000 9,150,000 76.3 

British Empire 8,904,467 908,371 2,090,212 191,652 3,190,235 35.8 

France 8,410,000 1,357,800 4,266,000 537,000 6,160,800 73.3 

Italy 5,615,000 650,000 947,000 600,000 2,197,000 39.1 

United States 4,355,000 116,516 204,002 4,500 323,018 7.1 

Japan 800,000 300 907 3 1,210 0.2 

Romania 750,000 335,706 120,000 80,000 535,706 71.4 

Serbia 707,343 45,000 133,148 152,958 331,106 46.8 

Belgium 267,000 13,716 44,686 34,659 93,061 34.9 

Greece 230,000 5,000 21,000 1,000 27,000 11.7 

Portugal 100,000 7,222 13,751 12,318 33,291 33.3 

Montenegro 50,000 3,000 10,000 7,000 20,000 40,000 

TOTAL 42,188,810 5,142,631 12,800,706 4,121,090 22,062,427 52.3 

     ALLIED AND ASSOCIATED POWERS    

Germany 11,000,000 1,773,700 4,216,058 1,152,800 7,142,558 64.9 

Austria-
Hungary 

7,800,000 1,200,000 3,620,000 2,200,000 7,020,000 90.0 

Turkey 2,850,000 325,000 400,000 250,000 975,000 34.2 

Bulgaria 1,200,000 87,500 152,390 27,029 266,919 22.2 

TOTAL 22,850,000 3,386,200 8,388,448 3,629,829 15,404,477 67.4 

GRAND  

TOTAL 

65,038,810 8,528,831 21,189,154 7,750,919 37,466,904 57.5 

WW1 CASUALTY AND DEATH TABLES 
 

One way to understand the violence and slaughter that occurred in the Great War is to examine the number of casual-
ties and deaths. Exact figures are still in dispute, because of different definitions used each category, the questionable 
accuracy of the recording system used and the loss or destruction of a number of official documents. The data in the 
tables below reflect numbers from several sources and are consistent with most experts' current estimates. 
www.pbs.org/greatwar/resources/casdeath_pop.html   
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Don’t forget to send in   reports of    

    events  and dates for the diary 

                                         MARCH         

 

Throughout March  till April 20  SILENT VOICES EXHIBITION  
in Liverpool    see page 6  for details 
 

5   Ash Wednesday 
 

7   ‘’Streams  in the Desert” World Day of Prayer  
organised by women of Egypt: www.wwdp.org.uk 
 

11  Chester WDF meeting : The speaker Dominic Cadman, 
Assistant Technical Manager with the firm Community 
Wind Power, which is based in Frodsham and operates 
wind farms in Scotland, will look at aspects of climate 
change, power needs in the UK, and renewables here and 
in developing countries. 6:45 pm - 9:00 pm   The Unity 
Centre, Cuppin Street, Chester, CH1 2BN 
 

14  CAFOD Lent Fast Day 
 

17  “Planning Tools for Prayer and Worship”  workshop 
6.30 – 9pm  St Julie’s, Howards Lane, St Helens WA10 5HJ 
for more information contact Julie Cassidy Tel: 0151 522 
1040 or j.cassidy@rcaol.co.uk 
 

20  “A Poor Church for the Poor -Romero’s witness to the 
joy of the gospel” F r Martin Maier SJ  . Desmond Tutu 
Centre, Hope University, Taggart Ave. Liverpool L16 9JD  at 
7pm.  Details 0151 522 1080 s.atherton@rcaol.co.uk   
This event is open to all. See page 2  
 

21  CAFOD Quiz Night  Our Lady’s Parish Centre, Ellesmere 
Port Town Centre. 7.30 pm . For further details contact 
Tony Walsh on 0151 355 6419. 
 

22—25  Drones Quilt  displayed at URC Hibbert Lane Mar-
ple  see  page 6 for opening times. 
 

22  World Water Day  unwater.org/worldwaterday 
 

22  Archbishop Romero Anniversary: Mass at 12 noon, 
followed by presentation by Ann Wilson. St Mary’s, Duke 
Street, Denton, Manchester M34 2AN.  See page 2 
 

23  Romero Mass  The 34th Annual Mass in the  
Archdiocese in remembrance of Archbishop Romero 10.30 
– 12.  Refreshments after Mass. St Anne & St Bernard, 
Overbury St, Edge Hill Liverpool L8 2TY. See page 2 

 
27 “Days that Shook the  World— The Christmas Truce” A 
short film, themed discussion and questions about re-
membering the centenary of WW1. St Francis of Assisi, 
Earp St, Liverpool L19 1RT   7-9pm 

2829  Anti Human Trafficking Forum   Frodsham Method-
ist Church 9.30am – 4.30pm.  Churches Together in Chesh-
ire and Salvation Army.  See page 4 

29  Evening of Music  Arranged as a fund-raiser for Chris-
tian Aid, an evening of music featuring  string orchestras 
led by Adrian Rushforth. 7.30-9.30pm St Mary's Hand-
bridge, Overleigh Road Handbridge Chester, CH4 7HL 
www.chesterwdf.org.uk  

APRIL 

10  Catholic Social Teaching on war. Part of Liverpool 
Commission’s programme of events to commemorate the 
start of WW1. Venue tba. contact Steve Atherton  

14  Global Day of Action on Military Spending  Pax Christi   
020 8203 4884   

18  Good Friday 

20 Easter Sunday 
29 “Days that Shook the  World— The Christmas Truce” 
An evening remembering the centenary of WW1. St 
Oswald’s, Longton, Nr Preston, PR4 5EB  7-9pm 

MAY 

3   Spirituality Day for Catechists  with Fr James Clarke  St 
Joseph’s Harpers Lane Chorley PR6 0HR for more informa-
tion contact Julie Cassidy Tel: 0151 522 1040 or 
j.cassidy@rcaol.co.uk20   
10 “Days that Shook the  World— The Christmas Truce”  
Central Liverpool Venue tba 

21  Bl. Franz Jägerstätter Feast Day   Pax Christi  
 

ADVANCE NOTICE  

JULY 
12  Liverpool J&P Annual Assembly  to be themed on Imperial-
ism and War  LACE Croxteth Drive Sefton Park Liverpool  L17 1AA 
18-20   “Called to Life in all its Fullness - accepting the responsi-
bility of our baptism” National J & P Network 36th Annual Con-
ference, The Hayes Conference Centre  
Swanwick, Derbyshire. See page 4 for booking details 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

mauragarside@hotmail.com 


